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UNITED 3TATES D ML oF IUSTICE

FEDERAL bLirk WV b LNEREDT el tent

§41 Folzral Ci-ioo _oin

Vemphis, Tenoisscw T
Juzme 21, 1835

yr. Phil M. Carcale
District Attorney Gezeral

Shelby County
Mexphis, Tennesseeo

Dear Kr. Canale:

Enclosed herewith is a sirgle copy of a

report prepared by special Agent Joe C. Bester
at Memphis, Tennessee, dated June 10, 1968.

This report is beirg furnished you in
view of the murder jndictment cutstanding against
subject James Earl Ray. It should be understocd
that this report ard the contents therecf are not
to be disclosed outside your agency except for

purposes of prosecution.

Yery truly yours,

>

/déaif,ﬁw

ROBERT G. NSEN
Special Age in Charge

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE N . .
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

Copy to:

Repod of: SA mn c. IESTE OfFzes lf::..‘_::his

oot ™ June 10, 1958

Fisld Cifice File i1 | '$5 44"1537 Bureay File K: 4“-335'51

Tile: JAMES EARL PAYS
PR, MARTIN LUTHER EING, JR. = VICTIH

OGaoae: CIVIL RIGITS = CONSPIRACY)
USNLAVFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID COSTINEVERT - ROLZERY

XpEEREX
PEOSICUTIVE STICIARY:

3. NARRATIVE OF OFFIR3E

At about 6:00 p.m, on April 4, 1968, while ctanding
on the mecoxd floor balcony oulsic2 Reea 353 of tke Lorrgine
Fotel, 406 Rullorry Strecet, Fomphis, Tenncsseo, pr. ¥ARTIN
LUTIOCR KING, JR., v=s struck 4n tho right side of tke fece
by s sinzle bullet bolieved to have been fired fron a
20-03 rifle. %aile no witpessces petoally observed tko
killer fire the shot that killed Er, EING, 1t is believed
that this shtot cara from the bathroon wirdoz of a rooning
honse located at 422} South ¥ain Streot, EKecphis, Tennesaea, :
(See Crirc> Cccne Sketch, page 4,) It i3 e distance of 207 ;
feet froa ti2 bathreon to tke spot vhere Dr. EIZG fell, i
Porsons insice tke rocning bouse report hearing a skot, o
and ore of i%s roo=icg bouce terants fe2la certain this shot :
was f£ircd f£roa the bathrooa of the rocsinz bouse, Forsons }
in ths roomi-7 kouce then report seeing a white £ale run :
doun the ya.l of tho rooning boasa in thoe direction of tho
Sonth Isii Otrect eatrance. They report that ko vos carrying !
a long p-cko32 wrapped io either cloth or newspaper. !

Pcrco=3 in 8 store at 424 Scuth ¥Yain Strect
geport trat —inulcs sfter D=, EIT3 ves shot, a white male
ruaninz south oa Scuth rain Strcet ¢ropped a bundle on ths
sidsyalk in frort of €24 South lKailan Street &9 ho ran post
that stcra, -Fhile nd ons otserved this r=an enter an

Thia document contalina raither recommandetlors Rof conclusions of tha FB1. It le the prapety of the FEI aend is locaed to
your agency; it end its cortenis are not 1o be distwibuted outsids your gFeac Y. .
dr u.S BOTEMWENT P nT.ui 9FFICE: 1007 =0 -220470
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sutomoblile, they reported secirz alnost ir=edintely a
white Eestanz leaving the sarca at & Eizh rate of spced,
going rorth on South Lain Strcct,

Ho one in the rooc=irs koise has becn eble to
pesitively identify the irdivicuzl vho fired tha ehst 2arnd
fled frox tbe roozing houce; Tizver, evidernco irndicates
tkat tho persoa firirg the shot wra a ran vho kad that
saxo day st about 3:00 to 3:30 p.n. reanted Fooz 5-B in
tho name JOIOI WILLARD,

| Avorngz those articles found abandored fn front
of 424 South I'ain Street was a 30-03 rifle with =
telescopic sight, which wos deternired to have Leen
purchased Earch 29-30, 1968, at Acrcmarine Supply Cocpany,
Birplegbam, Alsbora, by a kan claizirg to be DARVEY
LOWIYER, 1907 South 1llth Strect, Birminghan, Alabzea,
Subscquent investigatioz disclesed that tbere w23 po such
person gs LOILYER at that zddress, Also found abandoned
with the rifle were undershorts, a T-shirt, bicoculars,
2 ncwspaper, za after-shave lotion tottle, two unopered -
beer cans, & six-transistor radio, and a brown ard green
bedspread in which tkis bindle wvas wrapped.,

A canvass of rmotels in the Fezphis area for
persons drivirg a white Bocstezng disclosed that on
April 3, 1908, omne ERIC S. GALT, 2603 Hizhlard Avence,
Birmirghes, Alabama, had reszistcred at tha Rebel Yotor
Hotel, leophis, Teanessee, and hod left priocr to 1:00
P.-8. on April 4, 1968, CALT wa2s drivinz a white Kustang

with an Alabama licemse. Investigaticn to furtker -

icentify GALT disclosed that ho bad cot resided at that
address sirce pbout October 1957 and his whereabouts
Yi5 Unnovn.

Latent fingerprints found oo the rifle and otker
grticles shondoned in freat of 424 South Fain Street were
subsequently found to be identical with those of JAES
EARL RAY, FBI MNo. 405942G, who krd escaped on April 23,
1967, fron the ¥issouri State Fcaltentiary, Jefferson
City, Mic:suri, where he was servirz a 20-yesr serctenco ,
for fricd fotbory. EBy rezns of photozraphic identification
aad by b2 2yriting comparison, it wss cdcternined that
JAUES TALL BAY was identical with the r2n who ked csed
the rore iMIC 8. CGALY., The white Ecstang belonging to
GALT wv—s chandozned at Atlenta, Georgia, on the poroing
of April 5, 1953, .

e
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JAUTS FATL RAY vo5 croccts
toadoz, Enzlzed, by officers of i” 3
wihich tirec Lo w23 fourd to b2 inrpil

Caradian passport ino tia niro of LL;:J
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¢) pathroom window, W, wing of rouming how
¢ peint where Dr. Xing was whot

434 = Canipes Amupemont Co,

@;uu— = 4, antrance(ntairvay)to rouming
houss, 2nd {loor

422 = Cohn and Co.

@z. antrance {(stalyway)lo rooming house,
ind floor

420-418 - Jim'a Grill

T Indlcates 2nd fioor sras of rooming hre .
2] from 418124 with Awo entrancens marked

A And B

@uu-n- for 3 carn betwoen flre plug amd
driveway

@ n...:._n_.-_.-. rétatner wall

s -—_@ ¥hite Vustang seen hers about 4;00pa
and latay . .

N_ 5.:_-::l:zn--::o:g-:nl-e—:.nz.
_mw.._.; pa wnd 8:00 pa -
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