SUPPLEMENT # TEREZ EZ: Interviews at Lorraine Botel znd Motel
MARTIN LUTEZR KI¥NG, JR., MC, 33 404 Maltberry

Homieide Ko. 33E7

Thursday, April &, 1568, 6:00 P.M,

EEPORTED EY: LY. T, B, SMITH
DET. R. R. DAVIS

At the tirme of the arrival of the {investigating officers cazed above, at 6:13 p.m.,
Trursday, April &, 1968, cn the scene, at ths Lorraize Motel, 406 HMulberry, the first
person eacoumtered was Deputy Sheriff W. A. Dufonr, vho was assigned to Tact Uait #10.
Deputy Dufour advised us that he was with the Tact Unit at the Fire Statica, when they
heard a shot. He immediately caxe down Mulberry aad saw Dr. King in froat of Rooa 305,
on the second floor balcony on the floor, with his head towards the south, Iying on his
back, with the lefr side of the face tecwards the floor, and that he had observed a large
portion of the right side of tha face cf Dr. King having beea blowvn sway. Ee advised
that the shot that he heard seeced to come from scross Mulberry, ia the vicinity of =
hill, that he pointed to, aad later determined to be the hill at the top of the retaining
wall, on the west side of Mulberry, adjoining the rear yard of 422§ S. Main. Deputy
Dufour stated that he had locked in that direction, and did oot ses any activiity in tke
rear yard ot the buildirg. Due to the emergency situation that existed at this peist,
Deputy Dufour wz2s not requested to make a writtea statement.

It was noted by the investigating officers that geveral people were congregated on the lot
or courtyard in front of the Lorraine Motel, and uvpor sttexpting to intgrew these pecple,
wve first artempted to talk to a male colored, who gave his name as Pea Brfanch. After
givicg ©s his name, he turced acd walked away from us, muttering something about he dida't
vant to talk, and seemed to be In a very angry mood, and was very hostile towards the
investigating officers. Upon attempting to interview this male coclcred the second time,
he gava us his age as 39, and stated that he lived at 9537 Prairie, in Chicago, Illinois,
at which time, he again, walked zway from us, and vpcen catching up with him the third time
and explaining to him that it might halp to apprekend this assailant, who was responsible
for this shooting, if Le would cooperate, providing ke had asything of interest to tell us.
He then stated that he was staading oathe court lot, directly under Dr. King, who was :
standing on the upper balcony in frontof Room 306, and had noted that he was talking to
someone below, when a shot rang out from an wmknown divection, which felled Dr. King. Ee
stated that ke saw no one that appeared to be trying to flee the immediate area, but 414
state that he saw several police ecross Mulberry Street, behind the bushes, and it looked

‘kind of furny to him how they could have gotten up there so fast.

Ve next talked to Rev, Samiel B. Kyles, MC, 28, of 2215 5. Parkway, 323-0563, and ke
related to us that he had just come out of Boom 305, aleng with Dr. King, and was standing
in front of this door, talking, and that Dr. King was talking to soczeone on the court lot
fmmediately below. During this conversation, he, (Kyles), had tugned and walked north
down the balcony towards the stairway, when he hezrd a shot, which sounded very loud, and
he fmmediately turned and looked towards Dr. Kinz, 2nd noticed that he had fallen and was
laying in front of his room. At this tirce, he went back to where he wzs laying, and
noticed that the right side of his face was shot avay. He stated that the shot sounded
very close, as if it was possibly as close 2s the street, {Iindicating Molberry Street).
He further stated that a group of them were preparing to go to & meeting on this date.
Stated be saw no one and does not know from what direction the shot came.

We next interviewed & Rev. Jessie Jeckson, MC, 26, 6137 S. Ridgeline, Chicago, Illinois,
€43-7193. Ee relared to us that he was standing on the court lot irmediately below Dr.
King, who was standing onthe upper balcony in froat of Room 306, leaning over the rail,
and talking to him, (Jacksoun}, when he heard what sounded 1ike & loud rifle shot, and
noticed that Dr. King fell. Ee further stated that 21l ke observed whea he locked west

a few seconds later, was a lot of police vpon thke hill across Mulberry Street, and that ke
could not understand how they got there so fast.

The investigating office%ﬂ:en attespted the second time to interview a male eslored who
gave his name a3 James BeWVel, 30, 8407 S, Kimbar, Chicago, Iilinois, 2nd noted that this
male colored was in a very angry mood, and was very uncocperative, but did state that he
was oa the parking lot in front of Room 306, where Dr. King was stazding, when & shot vas
fired, which scunded like a rifle shot, 2ad that it must have come from scross the street.
At wvhich tize, he pointed west {ndicating Mulberry Street.

We pext interviewed a male cclored by the name of Earold Varner, 26, who stated that ke 13
connected with the Lutheran School of Theology, in Chicago, ¥llinois, acd also 1ives oa
the school premises. Ee stated that he was upstairs rakrooxrxrxtxzxes over the oifice
of the Lorraine Hotel, which is located st the northesst corner of the drive entrazce to
the Lorraine Motel. When he heard a shot, ke looked out the window and saw Dr. Kireg fall.
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s interviewed the belcwlisted Folice Ofilcers, that were pro-
tecting the scene of the shootirng, aad they stated that they hdd witnessed Dr. Kirg layics
oa the upper balcoay, in frontef Room 206, with a beige colorad bedspread cevering hlm,
just prior tO the arrival of the agbulance. Theircames are as followsl
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gi. Ptlm. T. LACASTTO
#2. M. V. Simms, (etin.)
$3. D. T. Jones:




