AFFIDAYIT OF DR, J. T. FRANCISCO

Now comes the affiant, after first being duly sworn

and says as follows:

That he is Dr. J. T. Francisco and resides and is

domiciled at 1196 Yorkshire, Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee,

——" United States of America; that he is employed by the University

____—————of-Tennessee—as a pathologist and by Shelby County, Tennessee,

as Medical Examiner for Shelby County, Tennessee; that he is a
duly licensed and practicing physician of the State of Tennes-
see and holds a Doctor of Medicine Degree from the University

of Tennessee and has practiced medicine for thirteen years and
has served as medical examiner for Shelby County, Tennessee; for
seven years. That as part of his duties as medical examiner,

he exanmines all violent, unusual, or unnatural deaths that oc-
cur within the County of Shelby, State of Tennessee, for pur-
poses of discovering the cause of death and recommending autopsies
upon such deaths investigated if he deems it necessary. During
his seven years as medical examiner, affiant has examined ap-
proximately nine thousand bodies and performed approximately
three thousand autopsiés. Affiant is further certified by

the American Board of Pathology in Anatomic, Clinical and

Forensic Pathology. That affiant is forensic pathology con-

sultant to the Chief Medical Examiner of the State of Tennessee.
That on April 4, 1968, acting pursuant to his duties as medi-
cal examiner of Shelby County, Tennessee, and under order

from the District Attorney General for the Fifteenth Judicial
Circuit consisting of Shelby County, Tennessee, said District
Attorney General being Phil M. Canale, Jr., and with the con-
sent of Corretta Scott King, the widow of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., affiant performed an autopsy. on the body of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jf., starting at approximately 2140 hours at the
norgue of the University of Tennessee and John Gaston llospital,
iocated in the Institute of Pathology at the Univefsity of Ten-

nessec, 858 Madison Avenue, Meamphis, Shelby County, Tennessee.
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a bullet
That during the examinaticn and autopsy, affiant removed/fronm

beneath the skin in the region of the left scapula 56 inches

e ——
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superior to the right heel and 3 inches to the left of the

e

midIing ¢t the spine, this being the termination point of a

bullet that entered the right chin, passing through the chin

"and neck. That after removing the bullet, affiant physically

rarked the bullet by scratching the Autopsy No. 252 on the
base thereof, and placed the same in plastic and enclosed the
sare in a Manila envelope, marking thereon and gave the saze
into the custody and gathering a written receipt from Lt. J. D.
Hanby of the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department. In accord-
~ance with the laws of the State of Tennessee, affiant did re-
duce the findings from the autopsy he performed upon the body

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., to writing in the form of an

_autopsy - report bearing Case No. A68-252, did sign same under

date of April 11, 1968, and filed said autopsy report with the
Shelby County Medical Examiner, District Attorney General of
the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit comprised by Shelby County,

Tennessee, and with Chief Medical Examiner for the State of

Tennessee. Affiant has exaninéd a copy of the aforesaid
autopsy report,‘which is attached and marked exhibit hereto,

a certified and authenticated copy of which appears, is at-
tached and is made by reference a part of the Governor's ap-
plication for requisition, and certifies that it truely and ac-
curately represents his findings in the autopsy of the body of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and further certifies that it is

a true and correct copy of the autopsy report filed with the
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner for the State of Tennessee,
Cordell Hull Office Building, Division of Post Mortemn Examina-
tion, Office of Chief Mediczl Examiner, Nashville, Tennessee.
That affiant has examined Certificate of Death, Tennessee De-
partnent of Public Health, Divisiocn of Vital Statistics, bearing

File No. 2066, being a copy of the Certificate of Death on
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Dr. “artin Luther XKing, Jr., sameé being attached and marxed
exhibit hereto, a certificd and authenticated copy of which
appears, 1s attached and is made by rcference a part of the

Governor's application for requisition, and does certify that

it represents a true and correct copy of the original Certifi-

cate of.Death on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., signed by af-
fiant oﬁ April 5, 1968, giving the cause of death as gunshot
wound to the thoracic cord. Affiant has examined survey Te-
port and plat, jdentified to affiant as being a drawing of
the crine scene, said document bearing the notation in the
lower Tight hand corner, Prepared by Arthur C. Helbrock,
Menphis, Tennessee, April 23, 1568, Tenn. Cert. No. 5173,
copy of said drawing being attached and made exhibit hereto,
a certified and authenticated copy of which appears, is at-

tached and is made by refercnce a part of the Governor's ap-

plicaticn for requisition, and affirms that the trajectory of
a bullet traveliﬂg along the path as indicated in said draw-
ing would be consistent with the entry of the bullet and sub-

sequent course through the bedy of Dr. Martin Luther Xing, Jr.

Further affiant sayeth

FIRARCISCD, 1156 YOrk-
emphis, Shelby County,
ee, United States of
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6. The attached photogr#éh markeduExﬂibit ItI
accurately portrays the front of my store and the bundle
in the place where I found it.

7. The bundle or package appeared to include a
large pasteboard box, the top of which was ajar, and from
which the porticn of a gun barrel was extended. Some type
of green cloth was over the top of the bundle. The box
had the word "Browning" on it. There was also scme
type of suitcase or brief case underneath the cloth.

8. The bundle was taken into custody by officers
of the Memphis Police Department.
STATE OF TENNESSEE
COUNTY OF SHELBY

Before me J.A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal
Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee, being an officer
7 constituted to take ocaths, appeared Guy Warren Canipe, Sr.,
to me known personally and after being duly sworn, stated
that the foregoing affidavit of two pages is true and correct
to the best of his knowledge, information, and belief. 1
hereby certify that this doFument is the original affidavit
of Guy Warren Canipe, S5t.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF 1 have hereunto set my hand
and affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in the City

of Memphis, this tenth day of June, 1968.
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© STATE OF TCNNESSEE
_ " COUNTY OF SIHELBY ‘
ﬁ-LE;*fo" Before me J. A. Blackwell, Clerx of the Crininal

T L

Gﬁif?iT;?Courts of Shelby Couaty, Tennessee, being an officer comstituted

1
~

" to take oaths, appeared DR. J. T. ERANCISCO | to me known

?ﬁﬁf-ﬁ:personally and after being duly swvorn, stated that the ioregoing

fﬁi;giff. affidavit of three pages is true and correct to the best of Ay

e ke b e

f;; ;?».'hisgﬁmnxknowledga, information, and belief. I hereby certify -E-‘;z B
‘ -that this document is the xooigimaix a true COPY of the original - :
:‘if.;?.j'i:-:f.-:-afndavzt of _DR.-J. T. FRAXCISCO _ .- b
.7 IN TESTIMONY WIEREOF I have hereunto set ‘my hand and - IRt
_:;;g_ii?f;l: é;f?;ﬁjxf.affxxedthe seal_of_sﬁld 59g£t. at_office, ia thei .él ﬁéi

. . Cigyrof Memphis, this’ /ﬂ day of June, 1953

TR S RN
_‘ . COUNTY OF SHELBY . - N | IR
i';é;g-i I, Perry ‘He Sellers, sole and presiding Judge of the - :g :;i
o ffh-crinin;l Court of said County Division I, certify that J. A. %: i ;g
‘%:f%:}' ‘Blackwell, whose true and genuxne s1gnature appears above to %' .. ;é
.. ﬂ_ghc foregoing cortificate, Qs now, and was at the timo of siga- .g [E

i i

'f;{:i. ing the same, Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a ,:-u;‘ﬂ-if-

;fi ; - Court of Record;- that his attestatzon is in due form, and his %, iifi'

b ;goffzczal acts, as such are entitled to full faith and credit. 'E.fj "ié

7= WITNESS nr hand,’ this - day of June, 1963, *

.?S;;?? ;_. li ., T . JUDGE %; . fﬁi
L AT et g RN e T o :
" STATE OF TENNESSEE - i . - ool :
U COUNTY OF SHELBY - - . = . . ’

_;; I, J. A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of ? ‘
:Z}ﬂﬂ said Couaty, certify that Homorable Perry H. Sellers, whose Lj'i;i:f j{i
o _genuine official sjgnature appears to the above and hereto an-l--i' L :
nexed Certificate, is and was at the time of siganing the sa=me, s "
scle and presiding Judge of the Criminal Fourt Division I, in % .1%

ané for the County and State aforesaid.iduly‘pommis$ioncd and
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Parry H. Sellers, sole and presiding

I, P2
~oi=:i--1 Court of saidé County Division I, certify that J. A,

Slzcxwell, who gave the foregoing certificate, is now, and was

*a tire of signing the sare, Clerk of said Court, and tihas

™

is a Court of Record, and that Lis attestation is

[

3= Zue Zora, and his official acts, as such are entitled to

full faith and credit.

WITNESS my hand, this tenth day of June, 1568.

JUIGE
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STATE OF TENNESSEE

COUNTY GF SHELBY

I, J. A._Blackwell, Cietk of the Criminal Courts of
2id County, certify that Honorable Perry H. Sellerts, whose

ne official signature'appears to the above and hereto an-
* Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the saze,

e zné presiding Judge of the Criminal Court Division I, ia

:nd For the County zand State aforesaid, duly commissionad

(20

zrd cuslified, and that all his official acts, as such, are
emtizled to full faith and credit.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hersunto set my hand znd

affixed the seal of said Court, at office, 1in

the City of Mezphis this teath day of June, 1383.
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qualified, and that all his official acts, as such, are entitled
to full faith and credit.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunito set ay hand and
affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in
the City of Memphis this #éé["f day of June,
19
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