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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

JAMES H. LESAR,
Plaintiff

¥S. CIVIL ACTION 77-692

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT
OF JUSTICE, ET AL,

Defendants

AFFIDAVIT OF HUGH W. STANTON, IR.

Now comes the affiant, HUGH W. STANTCN, JR., duly elected

and sworn District Attorney General in and far the Fifteenth Judicial

Circuit for the State of Tennessee.

That on October 21, 13756, after having the attached syubpoena served |

on me, requesting my appearance before the Federal Grand Jury in

b

Aemphis, Teannessee, and i bring with me all dacuments, listed on

pages two (2) and three (3), all of which are a part of the investigative file

surrounding the assassinatisn of Dr., Martin Luther King, Jr. and the arrest
- of Jam=g2 E2»1 Day: all =aid daocuments having been submitted to the Office
of the District Attorney General by members of the Memphis Police
Departmert, I made available to Mr. James F. Walker, a representative
from the Deparizment of Justice, the subpoenaed dacuments. His signature

appears on page three (3) of said subpoena as baving received copies of

the requested dacements.

It was brought to my attention that these dacuments are now subject

to the Freedsm Iaformation Act a request far which is the subject matter

of this Yitigatisn.




Since being sworn as District Attarney General in March, 1974,

the confidentiality of the entire investigative file has been preserved.
Only under a Court Order have any documents >r evidence been remoaved
from the said file. The records within my sffice reflect that .on]y on
three [3) nccasions have such Orders been executed and bonored, these
being: (1)} the attached subpoera, (2) subpsena for certain evidence

and dacuments t> be made available at an evidentiary hearing conducted
in the United States District Court for the Western District >f Tennessee,

{3} House Select Commnittee on Assassinations.

To my knowledge, prior to becoming District Attorney General in
1974, the former District Attorney General, Phil M. Canale, Jr.,
initiated the same practice in protecting the confidentiality of the said

investigative file.

Never has it been, nor never was it intended that the docurnents
released to Mr. Walker be made public. In 2ll due respect to the
Department of Justice and their representative, I refused to release the
reguested documents to Mr. Walker without a Federal Court subpoena.
Had there been n> concern osver the confidentiality of these daocuments,

I would not have requested a2 Court subpsena.

In reviewing the attached list of documents, it is nated that all
dacuments were compiled by local law enforcement officers {Memphis
Palice Departmect) and submitted to the District Attarney General to be
solely used in preparing and prosecuting the abave mentioned case.
Further, I oote in these documents that names of private cilizens appear
within these documents, therefsre, I feel that I would be betraying the
trust and confidence of these citizens who cooperated with members of
the Memphis Police Department by furaishing their names and perticent

information to the investigatisn, if I did not sbject t> their names being
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made public, and the pertineat informatisn being kept confidential faor

any further prosecution if ever needed.

Theref>re, as District Attorney General far the Fifteenth

Judicial Circuit of Tennessee, 1 respectfully request that all documents

released to Mr. Walker on October 21, 1976, be kept confidential and

il

nst released,

HUGH'W. STANTON, JRV
District Attarney General
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of Tennescaa

STATE OF TENNESSEE

COUNTY OF SHELBY

Sworm to and subscribed before me this 19th day of May, 1978,

at Memphis, Tennessee.

WITNESS my hand and Naotarial Seal.

=2 . AL .

NOTARY PUBLIC - M

My Commission Expires:
May 1, 1979
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