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’ 6414 5. Park Ave.

s Statesent of CHAINCEY ESIRIDCE, MC, Age, 43, Residence, 113 W. Fadison Streest, Chicago,
Illinols, Foma Phoas, 752-5206, Occupation, lesyer, Business Phooe, Ares Cods, 312,
372-1108, sals at Ccatral Police Eesdguarters, on Friday, April 5, 1543, at 12:05 a.m,,
ts Lt. T. B. Scith, Mr. Latry Butchinson, of tha Attornoy Genarsl's Office, Ageat Jos
C. Hester, of tha FRI.

TYFID BY: WILLIS PEARL TILLEX

QUESTICS™D EY: L1T. T. H, &M

Rslative to the E300TING of REV. FARTIN LUTEER KNG, JR.,that occurred oa Thursday,
April &, 1568, at approx. 6:00 p.m., 8t the Lorraine Yotel at 408 Mulberry.

Q. Mr. Eskridgs, vhers vere you in relatica to Dr. Xirg st ths time bs was shot?
A, Standin3 in the courtyard underneath the balcoay, directly balow his,

Q. 0id you see Dr. Xing st ths time bhe was hit?
A. ¥o, I did mot.

Q. Was ke in your sight st the time be wes hit?
A. Ee vas in cy sight.

Q. Did you bhaar ths shot vhen it wvas fired?

4. 14did.

Q. Do you know what tize that shot wasfirved?
A. About 6:10 to 6:13 p.w.

Q. Bow arts you basing your tine?

A. At the time I got to the bospital, I locked at thae clock and it was 6:30.
Q. Eov mazy shots did you bexr fived?

4. Ons.

Q. Whers was Dr. King standing st the time tha shot was fired?

A. On the balcony in fron: of the door to his recm.

Q. From vhich direction did the shot seem to come?

A. Ths shot ca—a froa oy rear, and to his, toward kis fece.

Q. I aszume then that you wers standing vith pur beck to Melberry Street, fzting the
eotel, is that correct?

A. Taat's correct.

Q. At the tice the shot was fired, did you look and try to detarming whare it had come
frox?

4. 14dd.

Q. Could you xzake & detarxination?

A, Yes.

Q. Ia your opinion, vhers 4{4 the shot com from?

A. Froa the arez of tha houses o.nrlco!d.n; Voiberry £treet, or from tha high gress {a
the yards vhich wers bzhind the houses everlecking Pulberry Street.

Q. At the time you wvers observinz this srea, ¢id you sece sryoes i the srea that could
have fired the shot? .

A, I did not,

Q. Eow long had you been standing fa the courtyssd prior toths shootingt

A. About five to ten mizutas.

Q. 1 will ask you to state {a your owa words exectly vhat you sew and Joow of this shooting
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A. Adout s cuarter to six, I walked into the courtytrd and Dr. Xing cxoa ot of his

A.
Q.

A,
Q.
A.
q.
A.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.

q'

A.

Q.
4.

rocm, ha vas putting o3 his shirt, anl ke s121d, “Ve're going to éiacer together,

tell Jessie Jacksoa to pat dressad™., Dr. Kicg thea turoed and weat beck f{ato his
rooa. Abost this time, Jessle Jrcksca cema (rto vy vics ead I ¢slivored tha messags
tt.at Dr, Fing bad given to ma, Jassia veat into tha rooa &l & fez eioates later, he
exme out, weiring & codt &d cerrying & brisfcase, &ndl s21d to hiz, "Aras you dressed
presared to g0 to dinver”™, an3 be an=ere] {2 the affirnative. Adout this tirme, Dr.
Finy cave out of his rocm agaln, had takea steps toward the ralliaz, £231 he wight have
pat his haals oa tha ralling, both hands. Vhen froa oy richt rear, I haard & soud
socothing lika firecrockers, £33 1 looted to vy lefe reow, oecctarily, to see if
socedsa vers behind re, end vhea 1 locked beck toward Dr. King 22013, 1 5w him laying
cn tha balcomy oa his back, I turnad aroud 24 rza back to Yalborry Strost, to lock
both vays, axd szz, ebout & block sicy, golng oway froa o7 right, it srpozred to be 8
grey Cadillac, I thick. The licensa platea I eould pot read, ad I thizk the plate
prters wvere red. That was the caly car that vis oa that strost. T looted both
directfoas. Thea I loockad dizectly in froat of os, and goroas tha street {s 8
retaining wall adout J3'/¥L 7' bigh, and stove the wall I could soa the resr of some
hozses with corcoa wall, or roadhcuces. Oza wvindow vas cpen and the windfow was
propped open with 8 stick. 1 ezw no persoa inths rezr yarls, uor fzoo exy of those
inlrs. tTithin a ratter of thres cinutes, from ry left fromt, six to eirht Coifors
Police hepad froa tha wall to oy left froat, sd vithia a mattst of I voald say a
rimita cr tvo & polica car came fron ey tight and stoppa) directly in front of me.
withiz a cstter of moments, the a=dulznce caoe and 1 EFFE ¥} tha ecdulince sttenlsat,
g0 us oa tha Balccay, placa the Body oo tha cot, then carry the cot doom the stairs,
&3 a3 thoy ayproached tha actulence I stocd at the esbulance door and looked at Dr.
Kiag es they vers placing hin in tha sxbalaoce. As the c2ulance prepared to leave,
Bev. Porzsard les snd 1 juped into & Cadillae driven by Ex. Jones, aad we got behind
tte =ulenes £od sccompzaied the e=buls=ca to the bospital. Befors I departad,
kosever, 1 s2w Dr. Abernathy get into the rear of the s=balence.

Kz-e the cther persoa s that vers standieg ia the courtyard with poc st the time of
tha shootir3?

This ¥r. Jooes that drora ths Cadillze to the hospital, I swr sooe ladies, vho were
seresming vhen coebody hollared, “Dr. Kisg has beca shot®, that's all I rececder wbo
wers 0a the grood flocre with ma.  Jeckssx was oa the balcony, along with Rev. Young
a3 Rev. Abernathy.

Duy:-.:ii.-nmthnflntmorﬂwbusiuue!mam..vgmathltdrmmhothn
hospital?

1 thisk he works for the L=vfs Funersl HO=s, I jus? discovered that.

Esxrlier {a tha gt=tement, you recalled sseicg a window cpen in the houses scross
¥ilbersy vas thias winday that was open ad propped with a stick facisg Huldberry
or cna of tha othar directio=a?

x

It was facing Mulbarry.

Va3 this visdow oa tha first or sacond floor? -

It wvas ca the second fleor. |

¥hat vas acar this window?

If I recerder correctly, tha bouss had two windows in it, 1 doa’t remecher vhich side
of tta building this window vas oa, but as I was facing tha buildicy, it voold have
beed on uwy lafe.

Did you zrriva ia Merpkis with Dr. Xiag?

Eo, I 444 not. *

Ecw long hzve you beea in Kemphis?

T srrivad this corming abcut 11:30.

Dnrl:;tmummm.bminm&u,hﬂ.mm-mtmﬁm in Dr. Kirg's
o= -

Yot 1ia his roc=, bat in emnther rooa with hiwm,
Are you also rezistered thers st the lorrains ¥otel?

1 bave oot hed the oproTthimity to reglster, bocause viea I ceve {a l {zredistely et
with Dr. Kips o~1 v~ 7 sha Fodrvsl Crurthouce for the hesring that vas peadiag.
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Q.
A.

QI

A,
Q.
!
Q.

A

Q.
‘.

Are you fa=ilisr vith tha diffarea: scunds of different firearsa?
Ceanerally, y:s.

fhe shot that you heard, could you Zatercing {f it cams from & bhand gun, rifle or
shotguat

It &18 oot cxe froa & shotgua, it c&oe from a rifle.
Do you ks of anyons that vished to Liarm Dr. King?
¥y easver would bo ia tha nazative.

Do you Luve any otber inforration wvhich you fesl mizht belp us 1deatify Dr. Kizg'e
kilier?

x

Ro, I <o cot.
Do you kfcow the purposs of Fr. Jonts being in tha areal

Yes, I think that scce cndertakers lent soma cars to Dr. Ying's pnrty, ad ka i3 one
of *hosa drivers.




