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SUFRLETT ¢4 ( EX: Coossat for sutopsy &nd sutopsy

K\RTTS LTTEXX KDG, JR., X0, 39
Eoclcids Fo. 3357
Tharsisy, April &, 1969, 6:00 PN,

REPCRTED BY: LT, B. W, LINVILIE
1T. J. D. ETY

Oa Thuradsy, Asril 4, 1558,at 8:15 p.m., Insp. M. B. Zz=Xary instrozted Lt. Linville
e=d Lt. Exby to go tothe Jokn Castea Eospital Morgue, ad pick wp Dr. J. T Fraxcisco,
aa] carry bin to the St. Josech Eospital, in order that ke might exaxina ths body of

Pr. Martin [sther King.

Upoa our ervival at the Yorsue, Ve vere {nforc=4 by Dr. Francisco, thet he ksd just

eived a call frcm one of the police officers, st the St. Joseoh Eospital, axd that
hs kzd besy faformed that tha boly was to ba tre=sferred from the St. Joseph Eospital,
to tha Morrre, by a City Ardulswce, £3 5000 83 O35 becasa availsble. Dr. Frascisco told
c3 thst ks wvould prsfer exa~ining tha body in ths lorgue, gxd would just wait there,
v=til the arrvival of tha body.

Wa thea vaat to tha Erergeccy loca of tha St. Jodeph Hosoital, vhers ve were ret by Dat.

E. 8. Baerkley, erd ba steted to us that he b4 a1l of the clothing of Fartin Lathsr King,
&4 that ta would sea to £ that it vas proparly tazzed and placed iu the Administrative

Services Divisioa.

CTyoa extaring ths Energe=cy Room, W2 found that it wvas being gusrdad by & mcbder of
Caifora Police Off{cers, &=d wroa eatering ths roea shere the victin vas, it vas observed
that thers was a larges gepirg vound o3 the Tight eideof his face, vhich tors the lower
jrobens out, a=d thea 8 g2piag tole in the tcp of the shouldar, eatering into the chest

Cmty-

It w=3 learnsd that ths following doctors worksd on Martin Luther King, after his arrival
at the heepitel, in an effore to szve his life. Dr. T, Calyo>a, Dr. R. Excwn, Pr. Jo
Parressy, Dr. C. Riges, Or. F. Giola, Dr. Willisa Browm, Dr. H. Fischl, Dr. C. Kesner, Dr.
J. Uillhice, e~d Dr. J. Flemiez. Dr. Martin Luther Xicg was pronounced deal at 7:03 p.m.,
by Dr. 3. Barrisso.

It w2 learnad, from ths hocpital atteadonts, ths vorees a2l doctors who wara ca duty,

that the'a7s of Kizg end the persons vho had eccompaaied hia to the tospital, bed been
{nfor=cd of his dasth, ead inforoed Uy the doctors of the procedure usually exrried out
by trezaferri=g the body of tha vietin to tha Join Gaston Morgue, for exa=inatica by the
Comty ¥edlcel Exe~icer. BRefcre lexving tha hospital, these aides, ivcludiog Dr. Abernathy
t=d arresd to ths trousfer of Dr. Kicg's body. There was soce dalsy in trezasferring the
body, &3 wo City A=buliaca was in service.

Tha parses ca ¢uty ia the Eoorgeacy Rocn tesuested that scoeons sign the paper vhich would
authorize the recoval of Dr. Einds body from tha St. Joseph Eospital, to the Joha Gaston
Morg:e. At 8:40 p.m., Lt. B. H. Lizrillae did siga this form.

At 8:54% p.o., April 4, 1568, City A=tnlence Tait £9, v:ich oserates out of Fire Bouse #13,
at S=xsn g=d Decatur, and being érivea ty Fireman Paul S=ith, did arrivs at the St. Jessph
Ecspital, £2d Dr. Kirg's body wis trinsferred to the Jcin Geston Eospitsl Yorgue, by thie

=balemze,

At tha Jchn GCastca Ecepital Yorgme, phiiographs of the body of Martin Luther King were
r=43 by Czlvin Eilis, Polica Ehatogzraficer, to shov the positfon of tha wourd, &s wvell a3

photerreata for $lentificatim purpoces.

Crea ex—inir3z ths tody of Mertin Lotkar Efr=, it eppzared thet be had besa shot by a high
velosity wespca, end thet tha buller roosed dowmmard, Tin polzt of eatry was {a ths
chack, 61" froo the right h:ozl, and vhils iying flat oa tho back, looking straight ahczzd,
£y" frcm ths rear. This projcctile rangad doumrard, caasing a gapicg bole, severing tha
richt cid20f the paxdibls, thea co=ics cut of tha skin, re-catering tiea body £=d enterizg
in 8 éx==rd retion iato tha top of the vight shozldsr, eppareatly pzssing oa dow=ard,
bafnz d2flected by tha collerboza, to the left, esd the Ballet czoe to vest just undar the
skiz ca tha cedien sida of ths laftseazula, 555" from the left besl.
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At approx. 9:30 p.m., Apr. 4, 1383, Ix. J. T. Prencinco did reove this slug froa the
body of Fertin lyuther King, snd the rescval of thie bullet was witneszed by Lte. J. B.
Hzaby, B. M. Licville and Roy Marshall., After the bullet had beea remved by Dr.
Francisco, 1t vis sTapied in cottcd gxd pliced 12 & browa envel:;s and sealed, in criéer
thee {t wight be teken to the FE ladorsicry in Vashingtos, D.C. for idestificazica

puTpIies.

This buller was approxicstely .30 fnch in diedeter acd weighs approx. 4.7 grams. This
1s the sppTca. size, end gave the appreiraice of being & 30-05 caliber slig. 1This sly
sppsrently had & soft nosd a8 it vas viTy flactesad, bug the steel jecket around Lha
base tad v=ac grpesred to be raked eye to be distircce lards and grooves.

At epprox. 9:4% p.m. the Rev. Abermithy, alorg with three of Dr. Martin lather Xirg's
218cs, 224 tbe owner £ad Eriver of R. 5. Lewls Fuderal Bone, <£D8 to the toTgue sud
requested to sce Pr. Froncisco, staticg they wishad to obtsin sope infcrastica in regerd
to tha body, axd whea the body <ould be releassd. At this time 4t Bad deen understood
by the police thet Dr. Fertin Lutaer Kicg's wife vas to bave zrrived iu Xomphis by plaze

st appzex. 8:30 p.m. -

The Zev. Aberasthy informed Dr, Francisco cheat Yarzin Llather King's vife was not coxing

to ¥roohie, ead asked if it woald be possible for ths zctopsy to be perforeed by rcceiving
s verbal cotsent by pbooe froa the wife of Martin Lather firgz. Drv. Fraacisco fnformed
thea that this would be sufficiest, as long as cna of then would sperk ta ber first ond
fdentify ber as the vife of ksrcin luther Kirg, and witness ber cocsert, with the ynder-
stendicg thst a telegran stating Ber cozsest would follew at a later tice. This vas
ezreed to, szd ths phone call was cozpleted, 2t wvhich time his vife did give » consent

for tha zutopsy to be perforzed.

Pr. Frencisco izmedietely begen perforritg the 2utofsy, od tt wes copleted ac approx.
13:30 p.a. Thcrasday, April &4, 1363. Ac the time of this vriticg Dr. Fraccisco's report
bss cot beea treascribed, but et the time 1t is ccopleted, 2 peotocol of his report will
be furcicted tha Office of the Attcroey Gezersl to ba used 1n tke prosecotion of this
cass ot tha tios of trisl im court.

Pr. Precciecs did cutlice and diegranm several forms vaich sbow the extent of tha
iejeries ceused by this bullet to the body of Marcin Luther Xing. Lt. J. D. Bacdy did
use these fczm=s to cocplete & eet of four, being chare ruchers i1, 11, 14, and i7. be
sutopsy nuzber is A-G3-252.

Dr. Martin Lother King's body wvis identified by the Rev. Abernathy, vhich 19 to be used
as a corpus wiccess, and be did siga the book i the sorpue as identifying the body.

The slug vhich ¥as vreoved froo the body of Tr. Marzin Luther Ring by De. J. T. Tranclsco
was properly tazzed io the Kminigtrrtive Services Division property rocm under recaipt
s, 201270, zod then checked ocat by 12, Hezby enxd toroed over to lospector Zachary ia
order that it might de czxried to the FAL Loboratory in Hashingcon, D. C. along with the
other evidecoce, for proper idcotification.

A gusrd of polico officers did remaln with tha body of Pr. Martio lsther King until it
was Texoved froa the worgus by the R. 8. levie Fuoeral Hooe,




