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February 5, 1969
RE: CONYERSATION HELD WITH WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE ON FEBRUARY 4, 196%,
REGARDING STATE OF TENNESSEE VS. JAMES EARL RAY.

Yesterday General Canale, James Beasley, John Carlisle and my-
self met with Mr. Bradford Huie. This weeting took place in Mr. Huie's
room, No. 1108, Rivermont Hotel. When we entered the room, Mr. Huie
was alone and started telling us that his interest in the James Earl Ray
case was only as a businessman. He related that he had no concern for
James Earl Ray one way or the other, other than it was strictly a busi-
ness situation existing between him and Arthur Hanes, former counsel for
Ray and now his attorney Percy Foreman. He further stated that his only
other interest other than business in that ratter was a earnest desire
to get and expose other co-censpirators of Ray. He further related that
he wanted to know whether there existed a possibility of there not being
a trial in this matter. He felt that a trial should be averted in the
common interest of the country and the state of Tennessee and that his
thinking was that Ray would ultimately end up and be a witness for the
State of Tennessee. He stated that he would like to see Ray and confer
with him and that was the reason he was now in the city other than mest-
ing with us. He wanted to explore the possibility with us of him being
permitted by the Court to go up and confer personally with Ray and that
his main objective would be to convince Ray that he should plead guilty.
He also enquired of us as te how much time he would have to serve on a
ninety-nine year sentence and also on a life sentence. He interrupted
his relating of this statement to enquire as to the possibility of the
State not wanting to try this case. He was informed by the General and
myself that was our business and we like to try law suits. He felt that
if he could confer with Ray that he would have Ray amenable to pleading
guilty. He also related that he thought Mr. Foreman whom he had known
quite a few years had made a bad mistake by getting into this case. He
related that he told Mr. Foreman that this was not a Candis Moessler
trial and that he was going to get knocked off in this case. He further
related that he told Mr. Foreman James Earl Ray killed Martin Luther

King and that everybody knew and was aware of that fact. He further
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related that Mr. Foreman had done some soul searching since he had entered
into the defense of James Earl Ray and that Mr, Foreman wanted out of

this case. He then began to related that he had traveled extensively
checking out information given to him froz Ray through Hanes. Ray's

story about his complicity in the murder cf King. He related that Ray
had spent some time in Puerto VYallarto, Mexico, and that Ray had re-
gistered at a hotel in Acapulco on October 8 and had made a long distance
phone call from that hotel to Corpus Christi, Texas. He related that

the Mexican police had checked his registration and found cut this fact
four days after Ray had left the hotel. He stated that Ray, after killing
Dr. King went to Birmingham and he is convinced that he met with someone
in Birmingham that night and then on to Atlanta. From Atlanta he is con-
vinced from what he knows about the case that Ray went to Gary, Indiana,
and met Jerry his brother, He further stated that Ray went to Toronto

and held himself to be Bridgwan and Sneyd and that he spent nine days in
Montreal and that this can be verified by the fact that in Montreal he
robbed a food store. He stated further that Ray came in here on the

third and stayed in a motel here and that on the fourth he got a hair

cut on Union Avenue, that he had a fixation about getting hair cuts every-
where he went. Stated that Ray bought the binoculars; Ray took the rifle
up into his room in the rooming house and that Ray told him that he was
sitting in the Mustang car when the fatal shot was fired and an unnamed
party came down the steps, jumped in the back of the Mustang, pulled a
sheet over him and they fled the scene. An earlier version was he stated
Ray told him he was to be in the room and to get the room so that they
might meet an unnamed, unknown party and discuss the sale of weapons.

Huie related that Ray would tell Hanes and himself a story and they would
check this story out and would find that Ray had lied. They would then
confront Ray with the fact that they had found ocut that Ray had told

them lies and then Ray would relate another story. Mr. Hule was convey-
ing to us that Ray was apt to lie on many occasions. Mr. Huie says that
from his krnowledge of cons and from being a police reporter shows that
Ray's behavior was par for the course for that type of person. 1 asked
Mr. Huie if prior to our meeting if he had not turned over to Percy

Foreman all the handwritten notes that Ray had delivered to him. Mr. Huie
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told us that on the advise of his attorneys he had given every scrap of
paper in Ray's handwriting to Percy Foreman shortiy after Foreman came
into the case. I asked Mr. Huie if as he had statsd earlier that his
only interest in this matter was helping to effect the apprehension and
exposure of co-conspirators, how he felt that his turning notes of Ray's
over to Foreman was fair and consistent with that statement. I also
asked Mr. Huie if General Canale hadn't on many occasions asked to confer
with him and he had put General Canale off until this date. I reiterated
that I couldn't see how his acts in delivering Ray's notes to Foreman

was compatible with his statement that his only interest in the case was
the exposure and apprehension of co-conspirators. Mr. Huie stated he
would have to reflect on that for a while in view of what I had szid.

He related after reflection that if any time during the trial that we
rneeded to verify something Ray is supposed to have said that that we
thought would be beneficial, he would be available and would co-operate
with us to that extent, I asked Mr. Huie if he had not made & statement
that he had copies of all of these notes and would deliver them upon re-
quest to the State of Tennessee. He stated he might have made such a
statement but he didn't have any material in his possession that he

could copy. Mr. Huie related examples of Ray's lying to him as follows®
The version of the escape from the Missouri Penitentiary as published in
LOOK magazine was found to be a lie upon subsequent checking by Mr. Huie.
The information as published in reference to the hold up of the house of
prostitution in Montreal was later admitted to be a lie by Ray and in
truth and in fact he held up a food center in Montreal along in early
August of 1967 but when questioned about this by Mr. Huie, Ray said it
was a half truth because in 1959 he did rob a house of prostitution in the
same manner that he described to Mr. Huie. Mr. Huie related that ke
tried to verify Ray's hold up in Alton, Illinois, a bank and cbtaining
in the neighborhood of $20,000 and Mr. Huie stated that he never could
verify that he held up the bank in Alton, Illimois. Mr. Huie further
related that he had working with him on verifying Ray's story a investi-
gator by the name of Groovich (phoenetic). He then related that Oswald

had lived in Exchange Alley in back of the Monte Leon Hotel and that
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at that time the Monte Leon family had as their guests, pilots who had
been ransomed from Cuba who had participated in the invasion of the

Bay of Pigs. Huie related that Ray on his trip to New Orleans with Stein
had met unknown, unnamed parties in a bar from which diagrams made by
Ray, Huie concluded was across the street from the Monte Leon. Huie
started relating about John F. Kennedy not supporting the invasion of
Cuba and that because of that there was much resentment for the Xennedy

family among the rescued participants of the invasion of Cuba. He further

related that Garrison didn't have anything in his opinion other than a
conspiracy that began and ended in the atmosphere of New Orleans. We
asked Mr. Huie pointed questicns about prior statements made by him in
different localities as to him making the assertion that there are other
co-conspirators. He stated he mighted have made statements of that kind.
We asked Mr. Huie that if he had any facts or evidence or proof ia his
possession from any source that would indicate to him from his knowledge
of this matter if there were and if there are any co-conspirators. He
said that he did not have any proof and that his statements were based
on suppositions &nd inferences that he had drawn from checking Ray’s
story. We informed Mr. Huie that in view of the fact that he had made
these statements about the country and in particular Shelby County that

we were handing him a subpoena for his appearance before the Shelby County

Grand Jury on Friday, February 7. Mr. Huie accepted his subpoena and

said he was not and would not try to avoid it and would be here and would

testify. Mr. Huie also added that from his interviewing witnesses he
had found that the FBI in showing mug shots to different witnesses for
jdentification purposes that there had been in a group of pictures shown
two or three pictures of the same ijndividuals. Mr. Huie stated that the
green spread that was used by James Earl Ray to wWrap the bundle with the
rifle that he dropped on Main Street had come from Califormia. Mr. Huie
state that he had purchased an identical rifle that Ray used from Donald
Wood at Aeromarine Supply and that he had gone to the rooming house and
re-enacted the assassination and that he was convinced that anyone could

have made a shot of that kind. It did not take a marksman. Mr. Huie
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Mr. Huie further related that it struck him as peculiar that Ray did

make trips to Aeromarine Supply which is in the vicinity of the airport
in Bitmingham and that also in that location was the headquarters of
General Doster, He stated that Doster assembled the pilots that partici-
pated in the Bay of Pigs Invasion., He also stated that it was a known
fact that people could come and go there in General Doster's headquarters
who were of like character as Ray. Mr. Huie further related that Ray

and his brothers were 100 per cent convinced that Wallace was going to
be elected president of the United States and that we knew that Ray was
politically motivated toward Wallace because of his activities in Los
Angeles. He further related that Ray is very disappointed at this time
in that Wallace was not elected and that he didn't receive the support
from the people that he thought he was going to receive by killing King.
Mr. Huie felt that Jerry Ray knew prior to the killing what James Earl

was going to do and that he knew after the killing and that he assisted

James Earl Ray.




