Lokt ] b=l PHIL M. CANALE, JR.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF TENNESSEE

LLOYD A. RHODES

ADMIINTEATIVE ABNSISTANT COUNTY OF BHELEY
T E Btagn -
W
L H‘UT"CNIH”N. JiL ST POPLAR AVENUE
A e TN : MEMPHIS, TEIOL 38108

EARL K FITZPATRICK
BON-SUPPOET BRI

September 20, 19638

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Honorable Buford Ellington
Goveranor :

State of Tennessee

Capitol Bldg.

Nashville, Tenn.

Attention: Mr. Dick Barry
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Confirming our telephone conversation of this date,
I am writing to request that the State of Tennessee ad-
vance this office the necessary funds to be used for the
proper preparation for trial of the case of the State of

Tennessee vs. James Earl Ray, charged with murder.

I feel it is absolutely mnecessary, and will save the
State money in the long run, to have Assistant Attorneys-
General Robert Dwyer and James Beasley and Criminal In-
vestigator John Carlisle, all of this office, to travel
to certain cities within the United States in order to
interrogate those witnesses and examine evidence being
held in those cities. It is also entirely possible that
in the proper preparation of the case, the three men

named above may have to go to Montreal and Toronto,
Canada, London, England, and Lisbon, Portugal.

There are approximately 350 potential witnesses in
this case, of whom approximately 75 are lay witnesses
who reside outside the State of Tennessee and the United
States. I feel that by the three above named men being
provided expenses to visit these various localities, we
will be able to cull ocut approximately half of the 75§
lay witnesses, and thereby save the State the transporta-
tion, per diem, and witness fees involved in having all

of these witnesses come to Shelby County. It is certainly




necessary, however, that each of these witnesses be inter-
viewed by this office before we can make any decision as

to whether or not the witness will be called on to testify,
Arrangements have been made through proper channels to have
the witnesses and evidence in each city in a central locality
on certain dates so that the time spent by the men in this
office in each locality will be held at a minimum. The cities
which will have to be visited in the United States are
¥ashington, D. C., New Orleans, Louisiana, Atlanta, Georgia,
Birmingham, Alabama, Montgomery, Alabama, and Los Angeles,
California. These are all we know of at the present time,
The countries outside the United States which may have to

be visited have been heretofore mentioned

I urgently tequest the approval of the State of Tenn -
essee for the advancement of the necessary funds te¢ carry
out our proper preparation of this case. Since it is
planned, if approved, to start visiting some of these cities
next week, I feel certain that Shelby County may advance the
necessary money for the trip next week if arrangements cannot
be made that soon, for the State to advance the money. The
County could then be reimbursed at a later date.

Our expenses will be held to a bare minimum and proper
accounting made for the expenditures to the appropriate
State office.

Thanking you for your consideration in this, and all
past matters, I am

Sincerely yours,

PHIL M. CANALE, JR.
District Attorney General




