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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
' Plaintiffs,

v.

SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN,

ORDER FOR RETESTING
OF EXHIBITS

Defendant.

St S Nt S N anl® Yant ant Sl Vet

i. In the public interest, the Court gfénts the
application of Paul Schrade and CBS, Inc¢c., for sclentific exam-
ination of the following exhibits in the above-captioned case:

a, People's 6§ - Sirhan's gun.

People's 14 -~ Yellow envelope_and contents - Two

{'Mf
22 calidber live cartridges; emdexpernted head~—

People's 21 - 8 Spent Cartridges.

People’s 37 ~ Envelope with 1 cartridge.
People’s 38 - Envelope with 1 Slug.
People's &0

pini mag.,

Envelcpe contalning empty ammo box -

. People's &7 - Non-fatal bullet taken from Senator
Eennedy's body.
People's 48 - Fragments of fztal bullet taken from
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If the experts determine that additional exhibits in the Clerk's
custody require examination, they shall seek a court.order that
such items be produced.

2. Balancing the public's fight to knew and the need
for preservation of the physical integrity of the exhibits, the
Court has determined that both interests will best be served by the
appointrent o; seven {(7) firearms experts to conduct the scientifie
examination of exhibits. The use of this procedure 1s adopted to
arrive at as definitive a scientific determination as possible and

Senator Kennedy's head.
People's %9 - Color Photo Bullet, | ‘ l
People's 50 -~ Bullet fragments taken from victim
Faul Schrade's body.

People's 51 -~ Expended bullet taken from the body
of ?Ictin Irwin Stroll,

Peoplé's 52 - Expended bullet taken from the body

of victim Ira Goldstein.

People's 52A - Portions of People's 52.

People's 53 - Bullet fragments taken from the body
of victim Elizabeth Evans, |

People's 5% -~ Expended bullet taken from the body of
victim William Weisel. 7

People's 55 - Three test bullets fired from Sirhan's
gun. - -
People's 59 - Kennedy's coat.

People's 78 - Autopsy Report of Robert P. Eennedy.
People's 83 - Package Containing Balance of Kennedy's
Clothing.

Grand Jury 5B {not introduced at trial) - four test
bullets fired from Sirhan's gun.
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to foreclose the necessity of similar acientiric examinations in
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3. Under the supervision of the Court, and subject ocnly
l to the terms and conditicns set forth in this order, the following
seven (7) firearms experts shall conduct scientific examinations

of the exhidbits and materials delineated in this order:

(1)} Cortland Cunninghanm, P.B.I., Washington D. €.

{2) Stanton 0. Berg, Minneapolis, Hinnesota.

{3) Alfred A. Blasottl, California Department of
Justiée, Saeramento, California.

(}) Lowell W, Bradford, San Jose, California.

(5) Ralph Turner, East Lansing, Michigan.

(6) Charles v. Morton, Oakland, California.

(7) Patrick Garland, Tidewater Regional Laboratory,
Norfolk, Virginia,

a. The administration and coordination of these

tests-shall be under the direction of a Court Adminis-
trator, who shall be a member of the panel of experts,
selected by that panel. The Court Administrator shall
bhave the following duties:

(1) Advise all interested parties and persons of

the places and times for the testing to be conducted;
(2) Administer the preparation of logisties and the
recordation of each test of each specimen, the re-~
results, and photographiﬁ recordation;

(3) Receive the results of each test and each
photographic recordaticn; .

(}) Require and receive written reports of each
rexmber of the panel, submitting each to all par-
tleipating parties;
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(5) Transmit copies of final authenticated and
certified reports to the Court and to all interested
parties;

(6) Prepare any necessary documentation and
further assist in administering the tests in any
manner that the panel of examiners deerms sppropriate.

N, The Ccunty of Los Angeles shall bear all travel,
food and lodging expenses for the examiners vhich are necessary to
comply with this order, in the amounts provided by the County
Adoinistrative Code Ordinance Number 5039,

S. No retesting shall commence until the Court shall
have received on file the written consent of both Sirhan B. Sirhan
and his attorney to zll procedures set forth in this order.

6. On September 16, 1975, at 9:00 a.m. in Department 3, .
a hearing shall be held to establish that the particular exhibits
to be tested are in fact the exhibits which were introduced into
evidence in the original trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan for the assas-
sination of Senator Robert F. Xennedy. In additioen, the Court shall
subpoena DeWayne Wolfer of the Los Angeles Police Department for
the purpose of establishing that the various bullets introduced
into evidence are in fact the same bullets that he examined in 19686.
The Clerk shall issue and the Sheriff shall serve a subpoena duces
tecum on Mr. Wolfer for all raterials relating to the tests per-
formed by, or under the direction of DeWayne Wolfer. Mr, Wolfer
shall further be examined as to the identity and procedures of the
tests he performed with respect to the tullets, the revolver, and
any other of the above exhibits, as well as the order in which.he
performed these variocus tests. The County Clerk shall produce a
witness to testify st the hearing concerning the exhibits,

7. Testing shall commence cn Monday, September 22, 1975.
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The panel of firearms experts shall perform such selentiffc tests

as may be required to answer the following questions:

(1) I{.tPe condition of the exhibits
at the present time such that a reliable
firearns identification can now be made?

{(2) 1Ir the exhibits are no lcnger in
a condition which permits a relisble fire-
arms identification, what accounts for that
conclusion?

(3) If a firearms identification can
now be made, does such an examination con-
firm the original identification made at
the triasl of Sirhan B. Sirhan?

(8) Do the exhibits in any way support
a conclusion that a second weapon was fired
at the time of the assassination? This includes
but is not in any way limited to the following
guestions:

(1) Do 2ll of the bullets recovered
after the assassination have the same
nuxber of cannelures? If they do not,
what conclusions can be drawn from that
fact? |

(1) Are the rifling angles of the
bullets recovered after the assassination
consistent with the proposition that
each bullet was fired from the same
gun?

8. Testing shall commence with each expert perfeorning
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a comparison microscepe with 2 stereomicres:ope. The County shall

provide the necessary equipment for such an examination to be s
conducted at ; place QFpggnated,by the Ccunty and approved by the
parties. Every member of the panel of firearms experts shall per-
form his examination independently of every other member of the
panel and prepare his own report; he shall not discuss his results
with any other person, including other panel rembers, prior to
assenbling as provided in paragraph 9. These individual examination
shall take place commencing on September 22 and concluding as
expeditiocusly as possible. This examination should consist of a
detalled procedure which asszsures that the independent opinlion of
every expert is obtalined as to each and every step. The experts
shall determine the specific procedures by which the c¢lassical
microscopic compariscn test shall be performed. The conclusions
reached by an expert as to each ;tep»should be recorded-by him so
that the reasons for his conclusions can be effectively scrutinized
at a later fime.. In order to accomplish these cobjectlives, it 1is
suggested that each expert be required to complete a éommon form
at the conclusion of each step. This form will be seaied and filed
with the Court for later opening after all experts have completed
this examination. All reports shall be filed and sealed with the
Court upon completicn thereof.
a. Steps of the examination should, to the extent
practicable, consist of at least the following:
(1) All of the bullet exhibits should be independent-
ly evaluated by each expert as to which ones are conducive
tce any microscopic comparison; .
(2) A microscopic compariscn of at least the follow-
1ng'sets of exhibits, in separate steps, to determine the
nunber of guns disclosed by each set of exhibits or that

- -
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such set of exhibits 1s inconclusive as to the number of

guns:
(a).
(b)
{c)
(a)
(e)
{r)
(g)

>

People's 55;

Grand Jury 5B;

People's 55 and Grand Jury 5B;

People's 47 and 53};

Peoplets 47 and 52;

People's 5! and 52;

People's A7, 52 and S§.

(3) A microscopic'comparison-of at least the follow-

ing sets of exhibits in separate steps to determine ir

any bullets in the first portion of the set were fired

fron the same gun as any bullets in the second portion

¢f the set or
(a)
(b)

(h)
(1)

that such examination is Iinconclusive:

People's
People's

People's

Pecple's
People's

People's

People's
People's

People's

Jury 5B8;

(1) People'$

37 with 55;
47 with Grand Jury 5B;
N7 with Pecple's 55 and Grand Jury

52 with 553
52 with Grand Jury 5B;
52 with People's 55 and Grand Jury

58 with 55;
58 with Grand Jury 5B;

5h with People's 55 and Grand

47, 52 and 5% with People’s 55 and

Grand Jury 5B.

Eaeﬁ expeit should file on a common form the following

information as to all of the Sirhan bullet exhibits exanmined:

-7 -
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(1) Number of lands and grooves:

(2) Width 2nd depth of each land and groove;

(3) Direction of the twist; i.e., left or right;

(¥} Caliber of the bullet;
(5) Weight of the bullet;
(6) Manufacturer stated on the bullet;

(7) Measurements of the rifling angles or pitch of .

each bullet; and

({B) Number of cannelures.

At the completion of the examination by the experts, the

Court would open the sealed individual reports within the frame-

work of a Jjudicial proceeding.

9. When the tests described in paragraph 8 are concluded
the examiners shall assemble to discuss their results and to see if |

an agreement can de reached as to the conclusions to be
the first test and as to what additional tests, if any,
performed, including but not limited to:

- (1} any additional tests performed

by DeWayne Wolfer in 1968;

(2) micromeasurements of the bullets;
(3) trace metal analysis by energy
dispersive x-ray analysis and/or
neutron activation analysis;

(3) powder residue composition

enalysis by gas chromatography com-
bined with mass spectrography as

regards burned particles of armuni-
tion which may or may not be recovered
from the Eennedy ccat, autopsy specimens

and fired cartridge cases from

-§ -

drawn from
should be

" r——— e ——— Ak e+ ee e

e — e -




“w Mo W wm W s W N

R = B

4

15

18
13

BN o

8 2 B U B X

Iof paragraph 10,

the Sirhan gun;

(5) test firing of the Sirhan gun
to obtain new test bullets for
another classical microscope bulleg
comparison.
The tests described icmediately above shall be performed
unless
(a) any member of the panel is of the opinion
that the test would result in the destructiﬁn
of or damage to an exhibit, In that event,
there shall be a court hearing to determine
that questiocn; or
{b) the panel 1is unanizously of the opinion
that
(1) given the conditicn of the exhibits'
in this case, the particular test is nof
an appropriate technique of firearms
identification, based upon the tests
theretofore completed, or
(11) the tests already conducted have
sufficiently answered the quesations
posed in paragraph 7 above.
The testing procedures shall be subject to the provisions

10. If the panel unanimously deterﬂdnés that a particular
test should be performed, they may proceed to perform that test
without court hearing. Before performing any tests other than the
initial classical bullet comparisocn, and'any tests to which there is
unanimous agreement, a hearing shall be held by this Court. At this

hearing the propcnent of a particular test shall state his reasons

-9 - e
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for deslring-this test and explain fully wh.t the test 1s designed

to accomplish, what its limitaticns are and wvhy 1t 1s relevant in’
this case. Counsel rq?.ghe parties shall be accorded a reasonable
cpportunity to examine the members of the panel and comment on their
responses., At the conclusion of this hearing, the remaining tests
shall proceed,

11. At the conclusion of all testing each member of the
panel shall prepare his own ;epo;t answering the questions set forth
in paragraph 7 above and setting forth what each test was designed
to accomplish., In addition to preparing his own report any
panel member may join in the report of any other member. Coples of
all reports shall be made available to counsel for all parties two
days prior to the hearing set forth in this-paragraph. Each re-~
port shall be presented in open Court, and counsel for the parties
shall be permitted a reascnable cpportunity to examine the members
of the panel as to their conclusions. At the conclusion of the |
hearing, all reports shall be filed with the Court. The County
shall make arrangements fopr publication and disseminatiocn to the
parties herein of any Joint report and any individual reports.
Copies of such reports shall be available to the public at cost.

12. _The County Clerk shall maintain custody of the Ex-
hibits at all tipes during any examination or testing done pursuant
to this order and is authorized to impose reasonable restrictions
for the purpose of safeguarding the possession and integrity of the
exhibits. A Deputy County Clerk shall be present at all times
during which any exhibit 1s being transported, handled, examined or
tested. .

13. If any member of the panel desires clarification,
rodification ar further instruction, he shall consult with the
V774 -

Y




E R E B o # w o oo oo 0 n e

* &L =

R

B.R RN G B N

8 2 8 8 3%

attorney representing the agency or individral that appointed hin.
Mr. Garland shall consult Mr. Lynch of the County Counsel's office.

Dated: 7//13/7\5
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JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
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THE DOCUMFNT TO WHICH THIS' CERTWICATE 13 AT
TACHED IS & 7L TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF THE
ORIG'NAL CfL FILE AND OF RECORD IN MY OFFICE.
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