September 25, 1968

Hon. €. W. Baker, Chairman
Shelby County Quarterly Court
201} Courthouse

Memphis, Tenn,

Dear Squire Baker:

1 am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter received

this date from Mr. William L. Barry, Executive Assistant
to Governor Ellington.

As you can see froe Mr. Barry's letter, the State of
Tennessee has agreed to defray the expenses of the per-
sonnel in this office who are and will be traveling to
various cities in the Tnited States and foreign couatries
in preparation for the trial of James Earl Ray. You will
also note, hovever, that no funds can be advanced by the
State prior to the incurring of expenses, I am, there-
fore, Tequesting that when any of these trips are necessary,
the County make the initial advance to cover the expenses,
and then the County will be reimbursed by the State after
the itemized expenses are forwarded to the State,

It appears that the best way to handle this would be
for the investigative personnel of this office who make
such trips to turn back to the County any overage in the
advancement made by the County, and submit the itemized
expense account and supporting vouchers to the State,
with the request that the State directly reimburse the
County for that portion of the advancerent which was spent,

Will you please let me have your thoughts on this,

and also let me know if this arrangement neets with your
approval.

Sincerely yours,

PHIL M. CANALE, JR,
District Attorney General
PMC:ma

CC: Mr.Willism H. Williams
County Attormey
210 Courthouse, Memphis
Enclosure




