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May Miss Court Today

By JOHN MEANS
James Earl Ray's chicf counse: wenl to a doctor yesterday

'ia Houston, Texas, but no cne scemed to know whetber he is|
“,too sick ts appear with his famous client in Jodge Preston

fBattle s courtroom this morning.

' Mrs. Percy Foreman would only say, “He went tothe|
|doctur's office this moreing. I baven't beard from him.”

| By Attorney General

I Shelby County Public Defender Hugh Stanton, who is Mr.
Foreman’s co-counsel, said he
Iundersmod his flamboyant col- sion transmission from the

leagne had contracted ponew-

monia during a bout with the
flu. Mr. Foreman's illness was
expected to leave Mr, Stanton
aloce ta repoct to Judge Battle
today on the progress of Ray's
defense.

Mr. Foreman had been

scheduled to appear with Ray,

today, to tell Judge Baltle
whether bhe peeded another

to Jodge Batile co the Sirhan
Sirhan trial in Los Angeles,
where such a television system
is in eperation. .

The sheriff said, however,
“it's a good possibility”™ a sys-
tem will be devised to allow
photographs ard filming of Ray
away from the courthouse,

*It's pretty much yes™ if the

continuance o prepare mpmcedurumbewkedout

defense for the man accused of

assassinating Dr. Martin Eo-|-

ther King Ir. last Aprl 4

Ray will appear in court,

'to satisfy the judge. Judge
Batile szid only: *It's still be-
ing discussed, 1 haven't agreed
to &t yet.” ‘

with or without Mr. Foreman,| ~

which means the maximum se-
curity procedures will go into
elfect around the Shelby Coun-
ty Jail and Criminal Courts
Building agzin. The security
measures are a rehearsal for
the March 3 trial date, assum-
ing no [further delays are

Judge Battle indicated at
|Mr. Foreman's last appear-
ance in his courtroom that he
would pot Jook favorably on
further requests for continu-
J ance.

The security measures were

tween J ud g e Battie, Sheriff
William N. Morris Jr. and the

4 sherifl’s press olficer, Charles

- Bofmes, yesterday.

Sheriff Morris said the meet-

Iing resultsed in & decision not

to_allow closed citcuit televi-

the subject of 2 meeting be-| -

courtroom, despite his report

g &y
‘.*‘ ‘._{_ _;c-L,_‘

A

: Ray Defender 0X'd

Counsel Called Assurance
Of On-Time Trial

! The attorney general's office
aappmvu Judge W. Preston
' Battle’s appointmest of Public
,Defender Hugh Stacton as co-
i counsel for James Earl Ray,
- charped with killing Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., ahighly
placed source said last night.
.  The attoroey general's of-
« fice, it was said, sees Mr, Stan-
itnn's gppointment 25 4n assur-
' ance that the trial will begin
. March 3.

Oa Nov. 10, two days belore
* a previous trial date, Ray
. fired Arthur Hanes of Birming-
; ham, his counsel for four
» montks, and hired Percy Fore-
man o Hoostoo.

The law assures a defendans
*counsel of his own choosing.™
' But it is not thought the 2ppeal
courts would sustain Ray if be
_ tried " repeatedy to switch
* counsel If he should at the fast
. mimne want to dismiss Mr.
- Foreman, cantinvity would be
! assured by having the public
idefenderasm-cmmsd.

Birmingham vesterday
' M.r. Hanes fired bzck at Mr.
- Foreman for remarks the tall
' Texas made In Judge Battle's
- court ‘Wednesdzy. Mr. Fore-
man nld the court Mr. Hazes
bad agreed to Nov. 12 asthe
trial date “to meet the publica-
Hon dj.te. of a bock, and that.

4 - e ma e am

“As far as I canzscertain,
Mr. Foreman is rmaking no ef-
fort to pet ready for the trial”™
Mr. Hanes retoried. “We have
four, brief cases full of stuff ha!
Lasa't even Jooked at. I as-
s he will oow let the public
defender do kis work for Bm."™
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Defense: Foreman Uses

Theatrics, Legal Skill to Win Cases

Cortiaued From First Page

“T'm worth >everal billlon dollara, but 1 have
oy a {cw mcasly milliona ™ Last year, he
gars, ~I took i almost & million dollars™ He
row. works alone, with just ooe secrelary,
theusk in the past be has brielly brought in
partncrs o associaltes.

Br Lis own court Le Bas 8 lrvev or sapart-
tness ia and around Houston recesrd ai oart-
er parment for legal fees, Warchouses here are
fail of jewcley, firearms, furniture and other
projwrty that clienty parted with 10 obtain the
lauyer's services, He also has 30 cars and
swears he has had to buy only one car in his
ent.ce li‘e. (One client quotes Mr. Foreman 33
saying. "Whben I need n car, God provides for
me: he sends me a client™) He once sccepled
four circus elephants as & fee in & bankruptcy
case.

“He has o pity on anyone about a fee”
soys one lawrer close to Mr. Foreman. Aroth-
er maon, & current client, disagrees. “He's the
ot ecoherical of all the lawyers I've hired,”
ba szys.

Both wiews have some truth Percy Fore
mar, wil hagple with a cient, as ke did one
day recertly, over a §75 microscope that the
Ciient, a pathologist's assistant, offered him as
payment for services in & forgery case. “‘Tm
going to wind up with a karpsichord trom him
to picee out the fee,” he says
Sympathy for the Tnodendox

Yei he often defends pecple for little or
poiking. Somctimes the motive may be an insa-
tiable shirs? for the spotlight or the challenge of
a touph and potorious case. Mr. Foreman says
ke “won't mike o dime” from James Earl Ray
and adds that the time and effort will cost him
«y bulf million dollars in Jost business.™

Many who know Mr, Foreman well describe
hirn s compassionate and fifled with an in-
tense svmpathy for the wderdog He got no fee
{rom his recent defense of James Letheridge.
for example. Mr. Letheridge, & Negro church
jmnier, wa. accused of shoating and killing his
wife's allegod iover. Afier Mr. Foreman devet-
ed thres or four months to investigating and
preparing the case, a grand jury refused to -
dict Mr. Letheridge, “I've laken many cases
for 50 with no dowp payment and then posted
the 53 000 bond mysclf,”™ says Mr. Foremar.

A (Tussie Fxample

Ome of lis largest fees—in the Florida mur
der il of Candace Maossler and her young
perinw, Melvin Powers—iy the subject of a
perding court suit. Mr, Foreman charged Mr.
Powers $205,000 to defend him in the stabbing
deth of 3Irs. Mossier's husband, millionaire
hu-acssman Jacques Mossler. Both were ae-
guited. Trey then disputed the fee.

The Housion lawyer's strategy in the Mos-
sler case was a textbook example of kis azgres-
sive defense. He probed six jury panels and
bad dwem dismissed for prejudice before ac-
cepiry an all-male jury. During the trial, he
pinsicd the suspicion that Mr. Mossler's daugh-
ters kad helped finance the investigation of
(e and her nephew after the murder in
Lopcs of gettiag Mra, Mossler's share of the $33
misca esiate. The state, Mr. Foreman sug-
v _tcd, Bad obtained perjured testimony o im-
poicate xis client in a murder conspiracy. And
the dead man himself was almost beneath con-
tempt, a3 “ruthiess a3 any piste who ever
sailed the seas” and & sexual pervert, the law-
Yoo snid .

rosecctor Gerald Kogan called Mr. Fore-
15,0 Atlock on stale witnesses and the de-
coused “ire cldest delensive technigue in the
w it Bus the jury, after four €ays of deliber-
4, sided with Alr. Foreman,
Iowyer. who have waiched Mr. Foreman
for vears s.y s courlroom dramalics work
T rouse ke dnes Ris homework betore the trial
*He's a very thorough lawyer, and that's the
senret of By soocess,™ says William Walsh, a
farmer patiner of Mr. Foreman “He knows
wlat the evidenre will he.”

art of his success ts his koowledge of the
Tl cour.s and prosecutars. Most districl at-
torreys Wouaid rather pot face him with aay-
1. but sz airtipht case. An assistart DA
wrre in Homis County called Mr. Foreman the
ciser day i ddisruss & pending murder charge
agan-t one of nis clients. Mr. Foreman, with
claborale casGalness, tobkd him, “Yourall's
ros.a wilne:s is dead. Not that she would have

2% yrmp—gle'd have done you more harm

Foreman sugpests that book-learning Is aftea
trrelevart “You 4on't win & jury trial oo
knowledge of the law,” be says. “Tou win & on
courtroom: drzratics ™

Lillian Egglesion ¢an vouch for that Ehe
hired Mr. Foreman after killing a policeman In

pollcemsm and a -
ern looking tr +7. At the trial, Mr.
Foremon Broizo D oal «
liceman had becn bealu., r. Ergleston just
before hls wife grabbed a gun 1~'m behind the
btar and shot the officer.

The surviving policeman was the key siate
witness. The lawyer gravely placed before him
on the witpess stand a plastic mode] of & man's
hesd He demanded that the officer demon
strate 1o the jury how Mr. Eggleston was kit on
the head The pokceman brought his pistol
Gown on the plastic maode] and shattered pieces
flew around the courtroom. Mr. Foreman zaid
*Ouch,” znd the jury ruled justifiable bomo-
cide.

Some Hazarls of the Job

Bt‘mgl.crlmina.ldcfensehwerha:ﬂsha;-
ards, as Mr_ Foreman discovered in 1952 whea
he defended Diego Carline, scmmsed of the
gargtand slayirg of a Houston gambler. Min
utes sfter the jury acquittal in San Angelo, Te-
xas, the county sheriff and a Texas Ranger
jumped Mr. Foremas outside the courtrcom
and bezt hira with their fistx The sheriff was
angry because Mr. Foreman had called him
~everything fruzn a Russian investigator to a
Gestapo to a Ku Kluxer” and suggested that
police tortured Mr. Carling to moke him con-
fess. The Ranger was mad, says Mr. Foreman,
sbecause | questioned the divine origin of the |
Texas Rargera™ i

Mr. Foreman turned the courthouse ﬁght]
into a major publicity coup. He called a press |
conference, greeted newsmen on crutches and !
displared kis battered lipe He then wrole outa l
messaze: “Faiher, forgive them. They know |
rot what they do.™ : i

Threals of violence continue. A few weeks
ago, when Mr. Foreman 100k over James Earl
Ray's defense after Mr. Ray fired his first law-
ver. a woemaz called My, Foreman late at
night. “We're going to bomb your house,” he
quotes her as telling him. He szys he replied.
“T'm sotty, I cnly take bomb threaty after $:30
in the office.”™ -

Mr. Foreman frequently has defended men
associated with recketeering, including Joscph
Civello, a Texas delepute to the IS5T summit
meeling of Mafia leaders in Apalachin. NY.A
former associate says Mr. Foreman has no
real tics {0 such men. “The syndicate just hos
moncy to get the best lawyer available,” he
adds.

Foreman on Fihics

Mr. Foreman defines his own ethics in the
matter. ~I dont consider I have mn ethical
ﬁgh.ttorth:seamebccnnaeotlhemmreof
the man or of the crime. The law is the same
for the guilty as for the innocent.™ !

The law at timea has reached out its ong |
arm for Mr. Foreman himseif but oever suc-
cesstully. He was indicted in 1937 on & charge
of bribing & witness to commit perjury, but the
indictment was dropped. In 1343, he was ac-
guitted by & jury oo a charge of operating a
=purmbers™ gambling game. And one of his
many divorce cases got him into hot water |
briefly in 1954 whes Norris Hooks, & wealthy !
Bouston grocer, charged his estranged wife .
and Mz. Fereman with adultery while the law-
yer was handiing her divorce suit The case '
was dropped.

Divorce cases have been a main fimanciai
prop of Mr. Foreman's practice since ihe lale
1930s. He claims Le kas handied more divorees |
than acy living lawyer in the world-2230 in |
one World War II year alone. “Divorce cases |
are more important than muonder cases i ¢hil-,
&ren are invelved in the diverce.” he says. A
S0-yoar-old murderer aiready has lived two-
thirds of kis life, but in & divorce the children:
have their emtire Eves ahead of them.™ :
The Eackground '

Mr. Foreman himscld had a happy chid-
hood. Born in a lof cabin in Ead Texas” Folk -
County, Mr. Foreman says he wanted 1 be a
lawyer from the Lume he was eight years old
His [aiher wax counly shen!f, and Lhe young
boy walched criminai thals avidly = pojular,
form of community entertainment in ﬂvw}
dava, '
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By ROY E. HAOILTON
Arthur J. Hanes, former
defense attorsey for James
Earl Ray, today fired back
t criticisza by Ray's present
cotnsel, Percy Foceman, of
wzy Hazes had hapdled .

Ef
:

BE
3
B
:

Foreman, who replaced
Hanes in November just two

days before Ray was origi- -
nally to Bave gone totrial,

made several unfattering
remarks about his kegal pre-
decessor in arguing tosue-
cessfully for a further delay

¥.
Criminal Coat Judge W.

Luther King " bhumanly
possible.”
Foreman claimed it would -

.be a “miracle™ if be conld
get ready by thea He
charged that Hazmes kad
fziled to maka an adequate
investigation of the case and
was goingz to trial in Novem-
ber “to mest the publicatica
datz of a hook, and that
zlone.™

. Foreman, [amous lawyer
from Honsten, also

- sugpested that Ray’s ex-lzw-
yor was “willing 1o sell this
rzaa’s life for some royzhies
and a picture.” :

UNTRUE"

Hanes, former mayor of
Birmingham, labeled fore-

man's charges as “compieie- -

Iy untrue and coloendad ™
Said Haces, “we were
preparved to go to tridl in
November and we felt confi-
dent. We felt that wzs the
tme to try the case. Ithink
n zll fairness totha peopla
of Tenressee and the coun-
try, this matier coght to be
tried so we caoclear opall
the doubt and confusion sur-
rounding it )
~if Mr, Foreman doesa't -
have the guts {otry it then
he ouzhit to get out.™

BHanes added, “asfaras]
can ascestain, beis making
no effort to get ready. If Mr.
Foresnan thinks we wers not
prepared, why does he keep
bothering uvs and sayins ke
wants 1o roxe io and talk to
us about the ¢ass and then
oot do it.”

[



l%.z.}i._..lr.r.l. -:«.!E.i..-._.. ...
..I#[..’.v ELS porc P

¥ 3gd94% wmw
mm mmﬂmw

T EER mmmEWT

o =2e
¥
- .l,'_-.g:\.t
B
aelend-
3555

and appointed public &

SPOILER'

*His reputation as a loner, -
the physical
than ha has

will spesd on pre-

- a spoiler ind a maverick has
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PO THE DCJeHSC
Perey Foreman Uses

Theatrics, Legal Skill -~

To Beal Ml:vgder Raps
i aru H L s pm—tls

He Takes Elefhants, Houses
—Or Nothing—as His Fee;
A Client: James Earl Ray
f-§ 36T

Smashing a Head in Court

ey Hupgext G. LAWSON
Etuff Brpovicr of TuE WALL STACCT JUCRAYAL
HOUSTON—IUs 11 In the morning, and Per-

steadyphmeaﬂ:inhisotﬁc:.}kuﬂlu
wcmn:hishztmdtnpwatiutacidmemu‘
;ndmexu;csslidesoﬂhlahpuhe resches
once again for the phone. :
+Talk a litile faster, Miss,” he growls at the
calier. She explains she is being threatened
with eviction by her landlord becatse shes §10
behind in her rent. Wil Mr. Foreman handis
herca.se?l-le;roan:andaays,“l[gou:ushuﬂ
your landlord, Il defend wou for Al
Then he patiently explains how Lo obtain free
helpfmnthebczlhar;ssodaum
Thus was a recent day interrupted countless
timesfarthemanmmeworldwmw;tchu
ha defends James Earl Ray, actused assassin
otmrtinmmtrlﬁn:.lr.honedthemst
celebrated criminal lawyers in the land, Percy
Foremantshomba:deddaymdnlrhtwithlp
pealshrhelp.AndhemehlniL ) .

. geems he has Ee gets
%) or more reguests
gaily to take cases. The
Rayuseisoneotﬂll:n
60 murder casca he i3

and says be hasn't updated the total since},
on!yunehas:unetotheﬂectricehnirnnduuly
53 have been sent to jail. -

His collengues somelimes guestion his rath-
jessness in the couriroom But most echo the
sepliments of another leading criminal awyer
whe says, “If 1 wers involved in a murder,

cut.l'dl:irehim.jndi:!lwmﬁxﬂty.rd_

damn sure have him.™
Wh:nthem]'trtal.m‘vtscheduledmbegin
Ma:chl.opensinM:mphis,thejuryandspec-
tators will see a six-foot-four-tnck, Z50-patnd
;izntutaman_slmchdownbesidethemsed
Mr. Ray. The lawyer's unruly ¥ hair

wmzrame;sqwe,linedta.cenpableotan
thehumorandpaxhosﬂamr)’mm&me-
how the spotlight will be on Percy Foreman
mdnctJa.m.esEarley.Andmcjm-ymy
wﬁ:dupwnderh:g.lsemmﬂeﬂjmiuhn
tefore, whether Mr. Foreman's client i on
* trial or whether they are there to judge the po-
Tice. the state, Mr. Kin:ursociet)‘mgtn:nl.

Whatever Mr. Foreman's stralegy. his role
htheRayc;sennd:hato{omcrhmnunor-
ncyshlheSirhanSirmm:ummtumcm

i mmtmmtheptotessiondcriminal
law. Mr. Sirkan accused murderer of Rober!
Kmﬂed)‘.cnrrenﬂ!ishehgtﬁcdinlmme-
les, and ks three-man deferse team inchudes
Grant B. Cooper, a Catifornian many rank

:

among the top defonse lawyers inthe U5

The Effect of Gidesn 1
Even befors thess sensational cases, crimi-
xal law recently had begun 1o get special atlen-
tian from the Bar and the public. The reascm,
hmnagme.tumgeideoqdecisiu of the
e Court i 1963 and the tandmark opin-
tons tha: foliowed Gideon estahblithed the Coo-
stitutional right of every indigent accused of &
serious erime to & court-eppointed counsel.
Other cases have extended that right to pretri
al proceedings.

Law school students suddenly are discover-
fng the fascination of crimiral law. At Harvard
Law School, seven courses In eriminal practice
are offered this year.'rhu':mnnlj'thntd-
ieredi.nthelmam.dzmicyeu."awrm
yearly graduales, I'd guess that perhaps 20 to
50 are poing into criminal law,” says one pro-
fessor. ~It was almost zero & few years sgo.”
The Incresse in interest in crimimal lww, be
says, ~is part of 1he general sympathy far clvil
rights and the disadvantaged.™

The trernd delights trial lawyers such as J.
Edwin Smith, aaother Houstonian whose most
farous client at the moment ix James W, Wil
liams, former chairman of Weslee Corp- who
was recently convicted of securities frzud. Mr.
Williams ks appealing. ~The penculum kn crim-
inal luw seems ta be swinging back ia the right
direction,™ says Mr? Smith, ~In the US. in the
19th eentury. it was considersd part ol the
Freetness of the legal profession to defend even
the most horrible murder cases But then it de-
veioped 1o where you just werent the right
kind of person i you took a criminal case.
Nowadays more and more competent lawyera
are assuming the defense of criminal cases.”
Bir. Bellows” Complaint .

Charles Bellows, a noted Chicaga criminal
atiorpey, says that so many lawyers are now
dm:.th:gﬁ'ceumctou-iminaldetcnseotper-
sons who claim indigence that some full-time
specialists are being driven from the profes-

mion. ~In Chicagn 10 or 13 yrars age, there
were 3 or 50 men who were professional crim-
inal Jawyers.” he says. “Mow I can point out
ouly five.” In pre-Gideon days, he says, many
accused persons who now chim indigence
would have come up with legal fees from fami-
Iy and friepds.
But Mr. Bellows has kttle doubt that great
attorpevs can still make a handsome living in
criminnl defense work. “When you get & fa-
mous name, you- get people who can pay a fzir
fee,” be zays.
Percy Eugene Foreman hay diligently pur-
sued tame all his s0-year career, and the feea
have rolled in. Asked recently what he is
warth, Mr. Foreman characteristically replled,
Please Turn fo Page 15, Colxma 1




