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Honorable W, Tapley Bennett
Ambassador of the United States
Embassy of the United States
Lisbon, Portugal

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

At this time, [ respectfully make a formal request of your
office that you direct a request to the Portuguese Foreign Office
that Fernando E. da Silva Pais, Director da Policia Internacional
e de Defesa do Estado, be permitted to visit the United States o{\\
America in order to accompany witnesses to this country, who will
be named in the next paragraph, in conjunction with the trial of
the State of Tennessee against James Earl Ray, which trial is
scheduled to begin in Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, United
States of America, on November 12, 1968.

It is further respectfully requested that Senor Jose Manuel
Da Cunha Passo and Antonic Rocha Fama, Passport Inspector with the
National Police of Portugal, be permitted to visit the United States
of America so that they may testify as witnesses for the State of
Tennessee in the trial of the State of Tennessee vs. James Earl Ray.
It is aiso respectfully requested that Senor Passo bring with him
the records pertaining to Ramon George Sneyd.

If permission is granted to allow the above-named persons to
visit the United States, the State of Tennessee will pay their
expenses as follows:

Payment for transportation from Lisbon, Portugal to the Point
of Entry into the United States; then ten cents {10¢) a mile
from the Point of Entry into the United States to Memphis,
Tennessee; plus five dollars ($5.00) a day every day they are

in attendance as witnesses; the State of Tennessee will pay

the witnesses ten cents (10¢) a mile from Memphis to the Point
of Exit from the United States and then their transportation
from the Point of Exit of the United States to Lisbon, Portugal.
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I wish further to inform you that the said witnesses' lodging
and meals during their stay here in Memphis, Tennessee will be
paid for by the State of Tennessee,

When this office is notified to the effect that permission is
granted and the witnessss ade available to come to Memphis, Tennessee,
I will arrange to have the funds forwarded to edeX witmess to pur-
chase a2 rcund trip airline ticket, tourist class, plus an incidental
expense fund, in order to enable the witnessms to make said trip.

This amount advanced will then be deducted from the total amount due
the witnesses upon thedir being paid thetr additional witness'es® fees
here in Memphis. N ot o

In view of our trial date being November 12, 1968, it is impor-
tant for us to be notified as soon as possible whether the permission
for these witnesses to enter the U?ited States will be granted.
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Although the trial date f; set for November 12th, it is not
expected that the-persons- will be needed on that date as
it will probably take us some time to select a jury, and we will have
other witnesses to offer in evidence prior to the need for the pre-
sence of the-abedd-named’gersons. I estimate that it will be the . : .,
early part of December before the presence of  2-1.14
is needed, and when you notify us that permission has been pgranted for
their attendance, we will give yih‘ind—%hea approximately one week's
advance notice in order that ths¥"might complete arrangements for theipre>
trip. It is anticipated that the presence of the above witnesses will
not be needed in Memphis more than the time necessary for thhkhto
testify at the trial, and in no event will they be required for more
than three or four days, A\
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As you know, three of the men from this office recently visited
Lisbon regarding pre-trial work in the instant case. Each of these
three men was extremely complimentary and grateful for the treatment
they received while in Lisbon, and I wish to express my personal and
sincere appreciation to you, Mr. Harvey R. Wellman, and to Mr. Doyce
Ray McNaughton for the assistance you have rendered this office.

Respectfully yours,

PHIL M. CANALE, JR.
BISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STATE OF TENNESSEE
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Hon. Norman Philcox, Office of Legal Attache, American Embassy

Mr. Hester, cfo FBI, Memphis
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