Statement of BERNFLL FINLEY, MC, Age, 40, RTesidence, 1458 Xyls, Phoos, 2735-6524,

Occupatioa, Church of God In Christ, Bifiswx 0ffset Prossoan, medeat Ceatral Police
Headquarters, oa Fridsy, April 3, 1968, at %:10 s.m., to Bet. L. R. Baris.

TIPED BY: WILLIR PEARL TILLER

QUESTIONZD BY: DET. N, R. DAVIS

Relative to the SEOOTIRG of MAZTIK LUTEER XING, JR., If, that eccurted on Thuraday,
April &, 1968, at approz. 6:15 p.m., at 406 Mulberry, the Lorraine Fotel-Motel.

Q.

A.

n.

¥r. Finley, on the date of Thursday, April &, 1968, at spprox. 6:00 p.m., vers you
In Caaipe's Amusement Shop, at 424 S. Hain Street?

Yes, T was.

How nany peonle were in Cailpe's at this time?
1 sav only three, Including cyself.

Ar approx. what time did you arrive at this ausenent shop?

1 would say Setween 5:30 aad 5:35 p.m.

Tow long were you [naide this Armsemeat Skop?

Ti1 adcut 6:20 to A:30 p.m.

During the tizs that you vera in this Am:gement Shop, did you netice anything oot of
the ordinary which tock place on the sidevelk {n front of this step?

Yes, az wa vere talkinz, we heard something drep in froat o¢f the door. We looked up
apd saw a can valkfias away. Ve vaited a nisute or tvo, and went to the door and looked

ar the hox.

1 will ask yoa to state ia your ovm words exactly vhat you saw 824 heard prior to
arriving at this Amusement Shop. umtil yea 1left this location?

well, we vere getting off I asked the fellow that vorks with me, Julius did he punch
ne off. cause 1 was oa the telephone, talking to my wife. She called e backand
sald the insurance man was there. Aftervards, I went out to leave and 1 checked my
card and I hadn't been punched cut, and it was after $:15 p.m., then. T went in to
the Assistant Manazer's Cifice. and asked him to slign me ocut at 5:00. e and Jullixs
Craham left aad wvent down to Canipe’s oa Main, and we parked on Puling Street. We
valked to the shop. 1t was only one msn in vhea we walked in. Ve tcld him ve waatsd
to get some records. e looked through the records. Ee played some that ve asked his
to play, until we heard this noise at the door. We turned and looked and saw a min
valkiag avay. Aftervards, we went up to the door, and looked at the box, waited and
vhen noone returned, wve peeped out. Later, we heard tiras, locked up and ssv a vhite
'ustang. NMr. Cazipe went cut the door. 1 followed him. At this tine, he said, "Get
Bback, there is some trouble™. At this time, ve sav a Trooper, coming around with his
nistel In his hand. Ve stayed inside until the police arrived. That's all T know.

vas this & vhite man or & colored man that you sav valking sway from the packaze droppe
fn front of the Amusement Shop?

Fe wvas vhite.

Can you describe this man?

Te vas pediam beight, 1 wulda’t say he was tall, asd T wouldn't say he wvas short, 1
saw only his lefe side of his face, not encugh to even know what he looked 1ike, ha

was mediu welght,,
¥hat about the complexica of the man you ssu?

Tt was about dusk dark,md I dida’t see much of him, and it vasn't enough to tell
what color ke was.

Yhat direction was this naa valking?
South on Maia.
Approximately how far say froo this man vers you st tha time you saw this?

1 would say as far as from here to that wall, (isdicatiag sbout 15 feet).



Q'

A.

A
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Did you cheerve this mea further, after he valkad on south, after dropping thae
box that you ststed he dropped?

Bo, sir.

Whea you last observed this man walkisg south, sfter ha had dropped the box, was

he still wvalking dowa the sidevalk, golng south or did he pethaps turm and walk
across Mafa Street to the other side?

Last time 1 sav him, he was walking south.

Was this male vhite that you described wearing & hat, or vas ha barsheaded?
I don't remaxber.

Bid yo: obsexrve the ctolor of his hair?

No, I didn't, I only ssw & glizmpse of hism.

Could ycu tell vhat he was vearing?

It seexed to be & dark suit, what color, 1 coulda’t say.

Are you positive this vas a sult he wvas wearing?

I know it was a dress coat, dark {n color, but I'n not sure £f £t wag a complete
suft.

If you should ever see this wman again, could you recognize Lim?

No.

The vhite Mustang that you mentioned, do you know vhere it was parked?

Ko, sir, I doa't, vhez T saw (t, it wvas passing the door, going north oo Matin.
Could you observe the driver or passengers iam this Mustang?

No, sir, I only saw the top and back of the car,

Do you know wvhat codel Mustang it was ?

Bo, sir.

Did you perhaps get a look at the Iicense plates?

%o, sir.

You stated tha: the rezson you noticed this cas was that you heard the tires

squealing, did {t sppear to you that this car was takisg off from a parked positioca,

In a hurry that caused the tires to squeal?
To we, it soundedl/ 1ike Lt was taking off.

Do you believe that this rale wvhite, of wvhich ve are ralkiag, got into this Mostang?

I don’t know.

Did you and the other two men that were in this Anusement Shop examing the contents
that this male vhite dropped?

Bo.

¥as this box or bundle dropped in froat of the Amusement Shop om the sidewallk?

1t was at the door.

Deseride this box or bundle?

It vas a long box, I would say maybe abdout 10 wide snd about 43° or lomger, and it
bad & plece &f cloth, snd either a bdlue or grema pleceof luggage, it looked 1l{ke
loggage.
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Q.

A.

Jutnluumndum-hﬁhp—bﬂhm-t.p.bnmu
hesring & shet or what appssred to ba a shet?

Vell, I beard something that sounded 1lke & shet.

91id this shot scund vedl lowd ts you, or perhipe nst 00 lewd?
it vasa't se leud.

Couléd you tall frem what divection this chet came?

Ko, sir.

c-ngmuttnub--au—dmdh—thﬁu:ummllht-tﬂm
sav this mals vhits pass by the Asusemsat Shep, aad drep the bunils or bex?

1 wvould say twe or thres mimstes.

After this mals vhite had welkad oa by the Asmsemsnt Shep, taa you cstimets in
sfsutas as to the tims prior te the arrivel eof tha pelice?

1 weuld say the first cas we say ves sheut thres or four mimutes.
n{d you petice frowm wbat directica the police cams?

Pe wvas rusaisg, be was & ftats Treoperx, sud be wvas geing south em Main ou the spame
side of the streat.

pid this State Treoper cbesrve this box or bumdla, ot ¢¢ you or the ether two mem
csll his attentiom to it?

¥r. Cenipe called ons of the policessa's sttsation te it sfter sems m=ere &oms. They
mr—tquﬁl-ﬁmtm&!mtmhﬂm,ubuﬂ-tm
fe.

Ilm-yeﬁutl!h;thtmmudlumnsm—tﬂu-pmmm
Mdmnm!lwmmunuﬁtydﬁh-hﬁu!
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