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The Honorable Bernard Sykes
Chief, Criminal Division
Attorney General's Office
State Capitol

Montgomery, Alabama

Dear Mr. Sykes:

ALAISTANTS

WILLLAM O. HATNES
JAMES C. REASLEY
IWELL C. RICHARDEOMN
JEWETT K. MILLER

J CLYDE MASOMN

BAM J. CATANIARD
LEOMARD T. LAFFELATY
ARTHUR T BEMNETT
O™ O STROTHIER
DON A QiNO

JOSEIFH L. FPATTERBON
BILLY F. GRAY
EUGENE C. GAERIG
MARYET HERRIMN

F. GLEN Sr880NM
JOHN W. MEROTT1

This office is preparing for trial on November 12,
1968, the case of the State of Tennessee vs. James Earl Ray,
who is charged with the murder of Dr. Martin Luther Xing, Jr.

Some of the personnel from this office have already
personally contacted the prospective witnesses from the State
of Alabama, and although so far we do not anticipate any trouble
in securing the attendance of these witnesses, I wanted to
touch base with you to determine if there is any legal way that
their attendance here can be compelled if the witness does not

desire to come here and testify at the trial.

Confirming my telephone conversation with you of this
date, I do not find where your State has enacted the Uniform
Law to Secure the Attendance of the Witnesses from Nithout a
State in Criminal Proceedings. If I am correct in this zssump-
tion, will you plesse advise if, in your opinion, there is any
comaon law or other remedy where our Court here could enter an
Order addressed to the proper Court in the jurisdiction of the
witness, requiring the witness to be in attendance here to test-

ify at the trial.

Will you please let me have your advice in this mat-
ter as promptly as possible. Thanking you for your considera-
an

tion, I

'Sincerelr'yours,

PHIL M. CANALE, JR.

District Attorney General

PMCIT:MEF

Copy to The Honorable McDonald Gallion
Attorney General

State Capitoel .
Montgomery, Alabama




