EMBASSY
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Lisbon, Portugal
November 21, 1968

Mr. Fhil M. Canale, Jr.
District Attorney General
Shelby County Office Building
157 Poplar Awenue

Memphis, Tenmessee 35103

Dear ¥r. Canale:

In the Ambassador's temporary absence from Lisbon, I want to reply
to your letter of November 1, requesting this Embassy's assistance
in cbtaining permission for certain Portuguese officials to wisit

the United States in connection with the trial of the State of
Tennessea against James Earl Ray.

At the suggestion of the Portuguese Forelgn Office YOUT request wag
referred to the Polftia Internacional e ds Defesa do Estado.
Lirector Fernando E. da Silwva Pals has asked the Exbassy to express
bis appreciatfon for the invitation co accompany the witnessas to
the United States. He will be happy to accept 1f circumstances per-
wit at the time the trial of James Egrl Ray is resumed and the

financial arrangements outlinéd in your letter, which were explained
to him, will be satisfactory.

Inspector José Manuel da Cunha Passo and Agent Antdnio Rochs Fama
were praparing to make the trip to the United States when it was
learned the trfal had been postponed. They will hold themsalves in
readiness for further word on the date their testimony will be needed,

The Embassy will facilitate the i1ssuance of visas and assist

the three
officials in any way that it can,

Sincerely yours,

£ Aellone

H;E‘! R, Wellman
Charge d'Affaires a. 1.
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