COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

QFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY
600 HALL OF JUSTICE
LOS ANGELES,CALIFORNIA B00I2

EVELLE J. YQUNGER pxrawr aTroener December 13 R 1963

Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr.
District Attoraey General
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of Tenneasee

"Shelby County Office Building

157 Poplar Avenue

- "Memphis, Tennessee 38103

Dear Mr, Canale:
Inre: Marie Martin aka Marie Tomaso

Thank you for your December 2 letter re Marie Martin, Perhaps it would
be in order to give you a resume of the three cases we have filed against
ker. Two of these matters are still pending.

On November 12, 1968, a complaint was filed against her and several males,
charging a violation of Section 11530, Health and Safety Code {possession of
marijeana). In this case, Los Angeles City police officers, while investigat-
ing prostitution, secreted themselves near her hotel room and observed
numerous males enter and leave. In the course of this investigation, they
saw her light a handrolled cigareite and pass it arocund to several males,

The officers thereupon made the arrest and at a subseguent preliminary hear-
ing in our local municipal court, the judge indicated that the quantity of
marijuana seized was insufficient and dismissed the charges.

On November 27, 1968, this office filed a complaint charging Martin with
severai violations of the Health and Safety Code involving the possession of
cocaine and marijuana. This charge relates to an incident occurring
November 25, 1968 in Hollywood. L.os Angeles City police officers received
information that there was a marijuana party going on in her room at the St.
Francis Hotel. They entered the room after observing her in the hallway,
obvicusly under the influence of narcotics. A subsequent search of this
room cisclosed a small quantity of marijuana and a bottle containing cocaine.
A preliminary hearing in this case has been continued until Jaguary 31, 1969,
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Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr.
Page Two
Decermber 13, 1968

The third case charges Martin and a co-defendant, Marilyn Stowe, with
four counts of forgery and one count of possession of marijuana. In this
case, Martin and Stowe, on October 7, 1968, at the Broadway Department
Store in Hollywood, used a stolen credit card to purchase a number of small
articles., Oificers, while arresting her at her apartment the following day,
found a bottle containing marijuana. She made admissions in this latter
case, This matter is set for trial on January 3, 1969, in Department 116,
Superior Court of the State of California. Incidentally, Martin has a two-
page make sheet involving numerous arrests. A copyis included for your
information. it is obvious she is a hype and a prostitute.

1f the matter goes to trial on January 3, 1969, she is likely to be convicted
and probably will receive a jail sentence. That likely will make Ler unavail-
able as a witness when the Ray case comes up for trial in your county in
March 1969. If you feel she is an essential witness in your case, probably
that would influence cur decision as to a disposition in our pending case
against her. It may be that if she is essential to your prosecution, we would
take pleas to lesser offenses or perhaps recommend to the court to limit

her jail time until the Ray case goes to trial in March.

In any event, let me know your attitude, I can assure you my office will
extend every possible cooperation.

kms

enclosure
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