The staterent of Lt. J. E. Ghormley, M4, 40, Res. 4124 #omte. Phoae 386,
6034, occupstion Dept. Sheriff, Shelby County Sheriff's Dept., made st
Central Pol. Hiqrts., Tuesday iprll 9, 1968 to Le. T. H. Saith.,

Questioned by Lt. T. H. Seith Typed by Hazel McGaughey

Relative to the fatal shooting of Rev. Hartin luthur King, MC, 39, that
occurred Thursday, April &4, 1589 at 6 :00 FPM at the Lorrafne Yote » 06
Hulberry Street.

Q. Lt. Ghormley, on Ihurn. April 4, 1558, vhat was your assignmant?
A. My essigoment vas attached to Tact Unit ¢#10.

Q. Tact Unit £10is made up of both Sheriff's Deputies and Memphs Police
19 that correct?

A, Yes.
Q. Uhat vere the names of other persoas assigned with you?

A, De{ut Shefiffs, Officer W. J. Barr{. R. H. Baker, W. A, DufFour, V. V.
Dollshite & OEficer R. W. ¥aley. Clity men were Ofﬁcer Douglass, Gross,
Duna, Landers, Wright and Morris. )

Q. On Thursday, April 4, 1968 at approx. 3:JJ .M, vhat was your locatien?
A. We bhad stopped at the Mecphis Fire Dept. Engine Bouse, Butler & Main,

Q. Uere you at the engine house at the tice the shot was fired that struck
Rev. King?

A. Yes sir.

Q. In relatfon to the Lorraine Hotel where Rev. King wes shot, where is the
Fire Station located?

A. That would be shout iae half block soutlest from the motel.

Q. I will ask you to relate in detail the best you can rechober what
happgned at the tirme you were notified or heard the shot that hie Dz,

A. At spprox, 5 :59 PM this date, sore of the fellows in the Tect Unit
steted thzt they needed to use the bathroom and since we vere near the
Fire Stetion , we pulled in, Vhile there, sooe of the feldows wsre
baving a coke and some uvsing the bathrocs, when & colored Detective came
rucning throvzh the Fire Station and saated that Dr. Kiang had been shot.
We all ran from the station east tovards the ootel and soze negro male
end ferales were standing oa the balcony of the motel tﬁ:!.::n:i.l:ng tosards
a buildinz west of the motel. At this time, some of Officers continued
to run to tke wotel and I turned 2nd ran back west towards Maln Street.
and turned north running up Maln Street and as I approached the building
at 4254 S. Main I noticed a suitcase, blue, a rifle box with the end of the
barrel showing from one end and also what eppeared to be 2 blanket, AT

this time, & W2, cece to the door and advised me that a WM subject, not
rore than a cimite or two earlier, had run and laid the articles there
and continued to run south on Main., At this time, ;1 advised Hdqrts.,
of my find and secured these articles. Upon talking further to the
subject at 424 S. Hain, he also advised that shortly after the subject
laid these articles doun, he noticed a white Mustang leave at a high rate
of speedi golng north on Main. By this time the rest of the Tact Unit had

capletely surrounded this block, then the Hooiclde Officers arrived on the
scene and took charge. .

Q. Where was the car essigned to Tact Unit 10 parked at the tims you received
the news of Br. Kinz's shooting? 7

A, They were parked in the t of the Fire Statfonjwest gide of the station.
The froat Uait of the cars e2king up the Tect Unit were facing west :
vith the froat of the car oa the sidewalk oa the north side of the parking

a’.:ea.uige other 2 cars were facing west, directly behind this first car
a .

Q. At the n2ws of the shooting, did all cecbers of ths unit procceed tousrds
the cotel?

A, 1 believo they did and when they got ocato Malberry, they all apread out,
then §0-¢ =7 the Officers eaee herb mnd mtarad oxfee Tae s
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to block the intersections and secura the &rea,.

Q. Can you estimate the arprox. tioe of the time the Tact Unit was gone
froz thelr parked locatlon uatil you caz2s back oa Main Streetl

A. Itcculdn®t have beea over two OF three minutes.

Q. Do know tha nane of the colored Detective that caus to the station
notifyinz you of the sheoting of Dr. King?

A. Fo sir.

Q. Were you, or any members of your unit, svare that the Megphis Police's
Interecal Security had been stationad at the Fire Statical

A. Ko sir.
Q. Doyoumuthanameof the man that taliked with you st 425 §. Hain?

'

A- RO 5117. -

Q. Dur the time irmediately aiter fi{nding the package fn froat of 424
S S. , did you notice any oesbers of the State Higlsmay Patrol in the

areal
A. Ro sir,

Q. At eany time frmediately following the ghooting of Dr. uﬁ, did you
observe anyone ascting a suspicious manner =in the area

\-‘.

A. FNo sir.

Q. While parked st the Fire Station, prior to the shooting, did observe
any sutomchiles parked on tha street , or in the parking lot between 424
S. Main and the Fire Station thatwould resecble 8 white Mustang?

A. Fo sir. I rcmember seeinz soma vehicles in this lot, but I don't rensber

a white Mustang. '

Q. “At the time you passed the parking area between the Fire Station and
42% S. Main, 3id you observe the gate to the parking area, either being

open or closed?

A. I baliave the gate was open.

Q. Do you knos 4f acy of the men irmediately closed and locked this parking
areca gate? :

A. To my knouwledgs, L don't know of any one.

Q. On first being notified of the shooting of Dr. King, did you seo anyona
coning south oa Main Street?

No eir.




