STATEMINT OF: Mrs. Bessie Ruth Brewer, Fiv, 41, residence: 422 1/2 Soulh kain,
#2, teleplone: 5271-viad, Cecujation: Resicent Mgy, 4221/2 S.higix, taxen al Cealral
Police ifegdquarters, 9:25FM April 4,1965. Aade lo, F BI Agent Robert . Bo yle, and
Lt T. Y. Smith, Miempkis Police Deparimeut.

Suestioned by: Lt T H, Sm ith Tybed: Kenneth L. Beaudoin.

Relative to: The shoothig of Rev.Martin Luller King Jr., that occurred Tiurscay April,
4,1965 at approx. tFM at lré Lorraine Holel, 406 Mulberry, Memphis, Texnessee,

Q. Mrs. Brewer did you rent a room wilhin the past Jew days to a Aale Wwhite, Lkat oc-
cupied Apl. 5B, at 422 1/2 S. Main 7

A. Yes sir.

(. Do you xnow the ranie of this subject 7

A, Just the name ke gave me, John willard .

G. When did you rent the room to Jokn Willard ?
A. Belween 3PM and 3:30PM today. |

Q. For how long did Mr. Nillard renl tkis rooni ¢

A. For one week.

©. Did ke pay you i advance 7

A. Eight dollars and one haly dollar $5.50 .

&, Bt whal £EAAAY denom iation bills cid ke pay for the room 7

A. He gave me a $20.60 bill and lwo quarlers, andlgave him a len and two ones in
clange. ,

G. Did ke sign a register for this room.7
A. No sir, I make oul the receipts myself.
@. Uid ke give you an address 7

A. No sir.

Q. I will ask you lo slale in your oun words the exacl contersalion as you can recall
that tooz place beliween you and Alr. WVillard 7

A. He just inocked on the door and asled me aid 1 have a roon:, and I said, ' Yes, )" ANd .
ke askeel to see il, so I skowed hin: #8, and lLe said Le did not lize that jor he dian'l
need the stove and the rejrizerator. Le just needed a sleeping roon:. And then I showed

kim 5B taen, and ke said that was Jine. e just went baci to the ofjice, aud he gave
me the money, and I thanked him and he walved oul. Thatl is ke last time l sagw kLinm,

G. Did he look at the rooms laat you showed him prelly good ¥

A. He jusl stuck his head in room £8 and it wouldn't Go. Ard when ke loozea in 5b, ke
said tat was fine.

;. ivhere is room 8 in relalion lo 5B 7

A. Room 5 would be Soulh west oj Room 5 B ard in another part of the building.
Q. Did Mr. willard check the bathroom Jacililies bejore re:ztiugr..l room 1

A. He a«id not, e just as~ed where it was and I showed him.

Al the time tie subject wVillard cLecked in id ke have an aulomobile 7



I'age Two: Statenent of Alrs, Bessie liulh Brewer
A. Féon't enow. He aidn’t have anyli.bg when ke canie .

w. Lid you see the subject willard leave the building and oblain any Ipe of
lugsage?

A. No sir,

Q. I will asi you lo give us as delailed a descriplion of the subject willard
lo the best of your inowledge as you can 7

A. I dgidn’t pay muck altention lo kim. He was a lall max, and close to 6 fool.
I know he kad to be arow:d 35, and 1 suppose he weigkea somewliere in the
nciyhbortood of 130 tbs. He was meaium build, and ke was tall and carried
his weigit well, and a real neal lookéng guy. During the lime I was lalking
& him he had a smile or a sneer on kis jace. He did not look like ke had
been outdoors a lot. I thought he was wearing just a sporl jaciel, dark,
it as a shorl jackel, for when ke reacked in his right hand poczel for his
money die aid not have lo pull it back. He just pulled out li.e one bill.

I cidn'l notice any rings or walckes on him, and dic not tay any atlention

fo kis shoes, pants or skirl,, whetl:er ke had a lie or a kal. I am sure he
did not have a Lal, dut I got the impression lie did uol need a Gair cul, Idid
not iice notice i kaving @ mustache or sideburis, ana did not pay any at-

tention to lis fceth ichile Le wcas smiling, and ke lalked like everyone else
around kere, ‘1€ was cleau skaven.  Now one thing ke did say, when I had

poinled oul where the bathroom was. I bold him everyone around Lere was
usually quitt, and lold nim tiis guy rizkt neat lo you usually drinzs, and he
said, "I lake a beer once in a ¥R/ while myself,* Itold him that was al-
right as long as he slayed in his room and kedl quiel.

Q. Did Le give you any indicalion as ko his tusiness or why he was wanling @
room: al this location 7

A. He just said he wanled a sleeping room for he would not be in the room in
the day time. ,just ai nighl. '

. Uid you kear a gunsiof during the afternoon of April 4,1965 7

A. Yes sir, I was walcking Rawhide on Television. I kad jusl finisked washing
disiies and I had just sif doum. My imsband came in al 5;25P)Ai arnd we had
calen and { wask washing diskes, and while I was wasking dishes lie kad been
sitling down walching Rawhide.

Q. ¥ial did you do inimedialely after you heard the shol ¢

A. I told him that it was a shol, and we run lo the back door, me and riy Izs band,
That would be the Soutk, bac. exil, and my lusband steppod oulsiie the door
on the porch, , and Air, GYEen/ s AL L/Y Reeves was right behind us, and
k I saw a policeman standing next to the sloite wall, North of where we were.
Anda the policeman old us o getl back in and shul the coor. And we went back
in aied shul the door, and sat doun & in lite hall.

(. Did you hear any noise jrom other individuals in the building ajler the gunshap=

and ajter you proceeded to the 3. E, Exit of the building 7

A. I dica't kear anylking jrom the building, bul we keard all this screaming and
kollering quf in the back.

Q. Do you think i would be possible jor you lo recognize liis n.an azain, if you
were lo see kim ?

o I dom't believe I could.
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Lirs. Bessie R Brewer.




