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MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY

ORI JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI
N e
OLRDER FOR ARREST OF ESCAPED PRISONER
To any Prizon Officer or Peace Officer of thestate of .. Tgnnessee 1
GREETING:

It apypearizg to the undersizned, Warden of the Missouri State Penitentiary, that

TALT S TADT DAY

No.w ceen S s , an inmate of said Penitentiary, having escaped prison, or custody,

oz or aboul =0 1 B0 VO 417 A

snd is now reported to be at or near JUUUIRIUUUOIIN -3 - PR L 3 ->~ X 11 1

it is herelhy requested that the said e JAMRR.ZARLRAY,
ba retzken and held to be returned to the said Peniteniiary.
A=2 we Lereby request you to so retake him; and for so doing this shall be

yoar sufficiext warrant.

Given under my haod and the Seal or the Department or Pena .

Iastitution, at Jefferson City, Missouri, this....... 2258 e day

of Jely - 196 .8 :
Attess: ,? "4’"“" il £7 ’dt%“b’l‘ Wu.'den
AR

Record /Clerk

e by B owam

TR T

oy e vy



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Wathmgtsn, B C X0

August 30, 1968

Honorable Phil M. Canale, Jr.
District Attorney General
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit
Shelby County Office Building
Memphis, Tennessee 38103

Dear Mr, Canale:

In accordance with ocur telephone conversation this
morning, you will find enclosed the record from the
files of the Missouri State Penitentiary containing
photographs and original fingerprints of James Earl
Ray, which record has been returned to us by the
British authorities. It is my understanding that

this record is needed for purposes of the prosecution
in Memphis and that you will make arrangements for its

return to the proper Missouri authorities when it is
no longer needed for the prosecution.

Sincerely yours,

Videichn,...

Mark B. Feldman

Assistant Legal Adviser
for Security and
Consular Affairs

s /’%D
Enclosures: - ,4£;¢~L~Aiﬁy/ e <i;;27v{?
Photographs and :;7£L :
fingerprints. /iZ%Z{Z ~;fw”{iéi// 425;;;

cc: Mr. Paul Williams

Legal Assistant

Office of the CGovernor
Jefferson City, Missouri

Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr.
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.
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N.S7w7EMeEN To 7he pless ShokTLy RFTEL
MY . ARREST STRTING TIAT ThF fFesorLts ;
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T ENDENCY, (MﬂyBE TUhis WAS DeNE Te [PeTecT
.h;MJ':.:.F) Fo B: FELEASING ME BrcKTs TUE ;’x:s.n,f,
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L GFrFUlEN OF
1*iRrCY FOIRBEMAN

Bow POwTE COART PP .
HoovsToN, TEXAS 77002

AN AT RYSX

March 9, 1969

" . Mr. Jaxes Earl Ray,
Shelby County Jail, )
Mezphis, Texas. )

Déar Jages Earl:

You have asked that I advance to Jerry Ray five .
{$500,00) of the *§5,000,00", referring to the first five ;
thousand dollars paid by Wm. Bradford Hule. On January "
 29th, Mr. Hule advanced an additional $5,000.00. At that :
tips I had spent in excess of §9,500.00 on your case.
Sicce then, I have spent in excess of $4,000.00 additional.

But I am willing to advance Jerry $500.00 and add
it to the 3165,000.00 mentioned in wy other letter to you '
today. In other words, I would raeceive the first 2165,500.00,
But T would not make any other advances - fust this ocne $500.00. ;

And this advance, also, is contingent upon the plea
of gullty and sentence going through on March 10, 1969, without
any wnseexly conduct on your part in court.

s

J N

P.S. The rifle end the white mustang are tied up in the
sult filed by Renfro Hays. Court costs and attorneys
fees will be necessary, perhaps, to get them relessed.
I will credit the 3165,500.00 with whatever they bring

ovar the cost of obtalning Lh::j;y/.)/

%Wuﬂf’ ercy rorman

- by

Yours truly,
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wilty riCES QF

PERCY FORBMAN

BO4 POUTM COLST Bl Mg

Houvston, TesXas 77008
March %h; '69

Mr., Jazmes Earl Ray, N
Shelby Coumty Jail,
Mezxphis, Ternnesses.

Dear Jazes Earl: LT g

You bave heretofore assigned to me all of your
royalties fromn magazine articles, book, motion picture or
-other revenus to be derived from the writings of ¥m. Rade
ford Eule. These are my own property unconditionally.

However, you have heretofore authorized and re - :
quested me to negotiate a plea of zuilty iIf the State of -
Tennessse through its District Attorney Gereral and with ?
the approval of the trial judge would walve the death pen-
alty. You agreed to accept a sentence of 99 years.

It is contemplated that your case will be dis -
posed of tomorrow, March 10, by the aborve plea and sentence.
This will shorten the trial consideradbly. In consideration ¢
of the time it will save me, I am willing to make the fol - -
lowing adjustment of ny fee arrangement with you:

¢ If the plea is entered and the sentence accepted
and no embarassing circumstances take place in the court 1
room, I am willing to assign to any bank, trust company or :
individual selected by you all my receipts under the above
assignzent in excess of $165,000,00. These funds over and
above the first $165,000.00 will be held by such bank, trust
company or individual subject to your order.

: I have either spent or obligated myself to spend
in excess of $14,000,00, and I think these expensas should
be paid in addition to a $150,000.00 fee. I am sure the ex-
penses will exceed $15,000.00 but I am willing to rest on
that figure.

Torgg Aro

PF=4 %W L W
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Ma:n AT R Sa

vhaw QFFiCER O F
Percy FOREMAN
PO% BOUTH SOART B Dind

HoUrsToN, TEXAS TTOOR CA 4232,

March 11, 1969

¥r. Jerry Ray,
Sheraton Peabody Hotel,

Mexdhis,

Ternscsses .,

Dear Jerry:

This letter is written to certify that I have kept

wmy promise to James Earl Ray about giving you copies of all

coantracts and assigrnzents and, also

that I have advanced froa

ny own funds for his account, $500.00 to you.

(1}

(2)

{3)

(&)

(5)

¥ Jdorry Ray.

{6)

(7)

I hand you herewith:

Ageeerent dated July 8, 1968, between Wr. Brad-
ford Huie, Jazes Earl Ray and Arthur J. Hanes.

Letter on stationery of Wom. Bradford Kuie, dated
July 8, 1968, addressed to Arthur J. Hanes and
signed by wa. Bradford Huie, Arthur J. Hanes and
James Earl Ray, the letter consisting of two pa-
ges.

"Amendatory agreement® dated July 29, 1969 (1668
in error) between James Earl Ray, Arthur J. Hanes
and Wm., Bradford Huie and 'approved! by myself,

An assignment signed by you on Fetruary 3, 1969,
btafore Roy C. Nixon, Esq., of all of your rights
to any royalties, revenues, commissions etc.,

that might otherwise become yours under your coa-
tract with Wa.¥Bradford Euie under any of the above
contracts.

Letter dated March 7, 1969, from "Bill Huie®™ to
you, telling you that he will keep both you and
me informed of his earnings from the story of the
killing of Martin Luther King,

Letter froz me to you dated March g, 1960, with
reference to an advance to you of 3500.,00. (Jinm
said 'out of the $5,000,00', but the $5,000.00 has
been used up and another $5,000.00 also and there
is another $5,000.00 in expenses alrsady accrued.}

Letter from me to James Earl Ray agreeing to assign

R -y

PR




MAIw AT RJISNR

ke QFFCES OF

Percy FOoREMAN

S04 BOUTHM COLST BwiL 0 G

HoustoN, TEXAS TYOOR CA &-332

Page Two ~ 3-11-6%.

{8)

to a bank trust department all receipts, royalties,
revenues from Wm. Bradford Fuies magazire articles,
books, motion plctures, etc., Over and abhove the
first $165,500.00, which amount I will first receive.
This letter is also dated March 11, 1969.

cashiert's Check for $500.00 dated 3-10-69 and being
No. Ol ~ 42964 drawn on Chexical Bank New York Trust
Co., New York, N. Y. and payable to the order of Jerry

Ray.
Please sign both copies of this letter as evidence ttat

you have received all of the above.

PF=-4

Yours very truly,

Regeived the above:

7
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AW QFF CLE GF

PEncy FOREMAN

o4 BDuTH COaRt [ F N -
Hourstox, TEXAS 77002 CA 4-332.

A w AT RoSNH

Paze 2 - JAVES EARL RAY - 2-13-69.

Sircerely ycurs,

Q»«w—é X s
FF-4

¥exohis, Shelby Co., J ail,
Tennessee.

2"13-690

T zclmowledge receipt of the above letter and the advice and
recozzandaticn centaired therein. 1 have signed the first
nage at the boiton, and T sign this one in acknowledgmnt
Ibat I understand the analysis and recozmendation thorouzhly.

<4/:7:‘7¢’ g‘z.gl ,if.( o

/dames Lari RaYe




—aa SFF CER CF
Prrcy ForeEMax
B8 BOuTm COMRT By LT RG
MA N AT RLSY HouvsTtox, TEXAS 77002 CA 4-932.

Yexphis

Thursday

Febe 13,
1969

Ir. Jazes Zarl Ray,
Stelby County Jail,
Yemphls, Ternessee.

Lear Jaces:

I write this letter to put of record =y azaly-
sis of your case, ry judgment conCerningz the probable cut-
come ard Cy recozmerdantiono as to the cowrse of acition w2
s=ould explore in your bekalf. T zlso write it for =y owxm
orotestion. BEecause I anticipate the coming of a tiose when
it will b2 needed for referencsd.

I have spert several weeks raviewing the nature
of the case the State of Ternnesse2 has against you. I have
surveyed jury sentiment in this county and jwry verdicts iz
other recent cases. And I have coze to this conclusicn:

In oy cpinion, there is a little more than a 99%
charce of your recsiving a death peralty verdict if your
case goes to trial. Furtherzore, there is a 100% chance of
a guilty verdict. Neither I nor any other lawyer can change
the overwhelming evidence that has been assembled against
ycu. The above analysis of your chances would still obtainm
even without the LOOX articles.

As my client, you are entitled to ay judgment. t
is based on my experience as attorrey in more than 1,000
mrder cases. Jf I am able to sqve your life by nmegotiation wi
with the Attorney General and the Court, I will conmsider it
ore of the great accomplishzents of my career in the court

- roo=. I do not know whether I can get an agreemert to waive
the death penalty or not. Bt if I can, it will have to be
N0Jd. T know that it can not be dose after ¥arch 3, 1949.

Please sign both pages of two copies of this let-
ter as evidence I have advised you to permit me to try to ne-
gotiate the waiver of the death peralty in coansideratioa of
our entering a guilty plea for you.




3Y COUNTY Jall

Percy Forezzn, Esg.,
Atterrey at law,
Yemphis, Ternnesssze.

- Tl
-

Jr—
=%
-

L1

You heve asked me to put in writirg oy suthoriza-
to you to nezoitiates a plea of guilty in the =urd er

tioxn
case sardinz in Shelby County, Ternessee (Vemghis) in whiek
T am indicted for the —urder of Martin Luther King. That is
the purrose of this letter.
T appreciate the fact that you have stated you are
willirzz to contest this case through the trial court azd ths
=sellate courts of Tennessae; zpd, if recessary, to ths Su-
—» Court of the Uaited States. 3Zut you have told me that

neal is not necessarily syncaymous with a reverssal, aca
alrezdy knew that.

oo p
ja)
fo
3 t

We have, together, anzlyzed the evidence against
== ard both of us have corcluded that it is iopossible to coa-
trovert certain incriminating fingerpriris, identification,
and other circumstances. We both believe that, ultiz=tely, &
trial o~ trials will result in & fin2l conviction, and that
the alternate punishzents will be either life, nipety-nize
years in the pernitentiary or death in the elesctric chair.

Therefore, this is my autkority to you to nezotiate
a plea of guilty on my bshalf for arny tera of years, but with
2 waiver of the dezth penalty. If you are suecessful in doing
50, I will erter such a plea at the convenience ¢f the Gurt
ard a1l concerned., You have guaranteed me that if I do exnter
such a plea, that the death penalty needs must be waived and
trat T will rot be sentenced to ceath.

Sincerely yorrs,

/ . RN 7
5 .5',.{""’ b 1 Tl
Je= ed A ] e

e W e
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STATE OF TENNESSEE VS. JAMES EARL RAY

PROPOSED 'STIPULATION AS TO MATERIAL FACTS WHICH THE
STATE WOULD PROVE IN THE COURSE OF THIS TRIAL THROUGH
LAY AND EXPERT WITNESSES. IN THE COURSE OF THE PRES-
ENTATION TO THE JURY, THE DETAILS OF THE EVIDENTIARY ~
FACTS ESTABLISHING THESE MATERIAL FACTS WILL BE
ENLARGED UPON: )

1. That cn April 21, 1967, defendant, Jazes Earl Ray, bought

a six-transistor Channel Master ?:dio at the Missouri State

Penitentiary and his ID No. 00416 scratched on the end and
this same radio was in the blue zipper bag dropped in froat

of Canipe's shortly after 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968,

2. .That as John L. Rayns defendant was employed at the Indian

T wranm

Trail Restaurant, Winnetka, Illinof&. 5-3 to 6-24-67, _ :

3. That on 7-17-67 defendant registered as John L. Rayns at

ths Bourgard Motel in Moatreal, Canada.

’

4. That on 7-18-67 defendant executed a lease at Harkay Apart-

+1

ments, 3583 Notre Dame East, using the name Eric S. Galt.

S. That on 7-19-67 ddfendant purchased a suit from Tip Top
Tailors in Montreal and this suit was recovered from defendant's

luggage after arrest in Londen.

6. That on July 21, 1967, defendant was fitted for a suit

at Eaglish and Scotch Weolen Co. in Montreal, said suit being
subsequently shipped to defendant as Eric S. Galt at 2608 South
Highland, Biramingham, Alabama.

7. That on August 26, 1967, as Eric Galt, defendant rented a

Toom at 2608 South Highland, Birmingham, Alabaza,

8. That as Eric S. Galt defendant rented safe deposit box at

0y

’ . PR . - L
e % e b el . - -~ . T - Tl e e .. g L —r\ll'l-“

Birmingham Trust National Bank.

- -
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STATE OF TENNESSEE VS. JAMES EARL RAY
STIPULATIONS

9., That defendant purchased & 1966 white Mustang for $1,995.00
from William D. Paisley and that defendant, as Eric §. Galt,
transferred registration on said vehicle and obtained Aladbanma

Driver's license as Eric Starvo Galrt.

10. That on 10-2-67 defendant purchased a 1968 Alabama Li-

cense 1-33593 for said Mustang.

11. That as Eric S. Galt defendant wrote letter to Superior

Bulk Film Co. advising defendant was leaving for Mexico, dated

10-5-67 and would send Mexican address.

12. That as Eric S. Galt defendant entered Mexico on a tourist

permit on October 7, 1567, remaining in this country until the

middle of November, 1967.

13. That defendant wrote Bulk Film Company requesting refund
check be mailed to Eric Galt at Hotel Rio, Puerto Vallarto,

Mexico.

14, That on Noveamber 19, 1967, defendant rented Apartzeat 6 at

1535 North Serrano, Los Angeles, California, as Eric S. Galt.

15. That on November 20, 1967, defendant wrote letter to
Superior Bulk Film requesting refund be sent to him at Serrano

address.

15. That as Eric S. Galt defendant took dancing lessons at
National Dance Studio in Long Beach, California, from December 5§,

1967, through February 12, 1968.

17. That in December, 1967, defendant drove to New Orleans
with Charlie Stein and brought Rita Stein’'s children back to
Los Angelss after having taken Charles Stein, Rita Stein and

Marie Martin to George Wallace headquarters in Los Angeles for

purpose of registering for Wallace,

| .

<
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STIPULATIONS

18. That defendant registered at the Provincial Motel in New

Orleans as Eric S. Calt,

19. That as Eric Gslt defendant used lsundry service at Avalon

Cleaners in Los Angeles and sheets laundered by this coampany

recovered from his Mustang in Atlanta.

20. That as Eric Galt defendant had shorts and undershift

{recovered from the blue zipper bag in froat of Cznipa's)

laundered at the Home Service Laundry in Los Angeles.

21. That as Eric 5. Galt defendant enrolled in and attended
the International School of Bartending in Los Angeles during

the period of 1-19 to 3-2-68.

22, That defendant took up rTesidence at the St. Francils Hotel
in Los Angeles on 1-21-68.

23, That on March 5, 1968, defendant had plastic surgery peT-
formed on his nose by Dr. Russell C. Hadley in Hollywood,

Califernia.

24. That on March 17, 1368, defendant executed change of mailing

address card from S5t. Francis Hotel in Los Angeles to General

Delivery, Atlanta, Georgia.

25. That enroute from Los Angeles defendant dropped off a
package of clothing belonging to Marie Martints daughter in New
Orleans.

26. That as Eric S. Galt defendant speat night at Flaaingo
Motel in Selmi, Alabama.

27. That defendant rented room at Jizay Garners Rooming Heouse

jn Atianta, Georgia, ona March 24, 1568.

28. That on March 2%, 1968, as Harvey Lowmeyer bought .243 cal.

rifle with Redfield Scope froa Aeromarine Supply Co. in Birminghasm,

Alabana.
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2%. That on March 30, 1968, defeadant returred above rifle and
exchanged it for 30-06 Springfield csliber Remington rifle
which defendant subsequently used to shoot Dr. Martin Luther
Xing and dropped in froat of Canipe's shortly after 6:008 p.m.
April 4, 1968, |

30. That on March 31, 1968, defendant paid Jimmy Garner for a
second week's rent and wrote name Eric 5. Galt on envelope and

gave to Garner.

31, That on April 1, 1968, defendant left laundry at Piedmont

Laundry in Atlanta.

32. That on April 3, 19638, defendant purchased shaving kit at

Rexall Drug Store in Memphis,

33, That defendant registered as Eric S. Galt in Rebel Motel,
Memphis, Tennessee on April 3, 1968,

34. That on April 4, 1968, a&s John Hillard defendant rented

Roon 5B from Mrs. Bessie Brewer at 422 1/2 South Main in Memphis,

Tennessee,

35, That on April 4, 1968, defendant purchased Bushnell binoc-

ulars and case from York Arms Co. on South Main Street.

36. That defendant parked his white Mustang on Main Street

juﬁt south of Caaipe's.

37. That at approximately 6:01 p.m., April 4, 1968, defendant
fired a shot from the second floor bathrcom of the rooming
house and fatally wounded Dr. Martin Luther King who was stand-

ing on the balcony of the lorraine Motel,

38, That defendant ran from second floor and dropped the rifle,
box, 9 rounds of ammunition, a green and brown bedspread and a

blue zipper bag containing various items including:

(1} tack hacmer and pliers ‘9 )r
. r Y,
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(2) April & issue of COMMERCIAL APPEAL

(3) Bushnell Binoculars, case and box
{(4) Shaving kit from Rexall Drug
{(5) Channel Master pocket size radio

{(6) Two unopened cans of Schlitz beer

{7) Hair brush and miscellaneous toiletry iteas

(8) Pair of men's shorts and undershirt

39, That defendant left scene in his 1966 white Mustang and on
the morning of April 5, 1968, left this car parked in Capitol

Homes parking lot in Atlanta, Georgia.

40, That defendant picked up laundry from Pledacnt Cleaners
and left note for Jimmy Carner on April 5, 1968,

41. That on April 8, 1968, the defendant as Paul Bridgman

rented room at 102 Ossington West, Toronto, Canada.

42. That on April 10 the defendant wrote letter as Paul Bridgaan

requesting copy of birth certificate.

43, That as Paul Bridgman defendant had passport photo nade

in Toronte,

44, That defend;nt as Ramon George Sneyd reated room at 962
Dundas Street in Toronto.

45. That defendant applied for passport and booked passage
through the Kennedy Travel Bureau on £flight to London as Rawmoan

George Sneyd.

46, That desfendant obtained birth certificate in name of Sneyd.
47, That defendant flew to Loadon as Sneyd.

48. That defendaat exchanged ticket and flew to Lisbon, Portugal.

49, That in Lisbon the defendant cbtained new passport correcting

ey

last name from Saeya to Saneyd.
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50. That on May 17, 1968, defendant flew back to London.

51. That in London the defendant as Saeyd lived respectively
at the Heathfield llouse, New Earls Court and Pax Hotel until
June 8§, 1968,

5Z. That the defendant was arrested at Heathfield Airport,

Londen, as he was preparing to go to Brussels on June 8, 1958.

$3. That in addition to the two passPths, birth certificate

of Sneyd, several items of correspondence, including soze froa
Kennedy Travel Bureau, and a cash ticket from Andy's Men Shop

in Toronto, Canada, dated May 6, 1968, the defendant had in

his possession a 38 caliber revolver of Japanese make at the

time of arrest.

54. That the defendant's luggage contained the suit from Tip
Top Tailors and Scotch Woolen from Montreal and also a 220 Polaroid

camera, as well as items on list furnished pursuant to request.

55. That the defendant was fingerprinted by Insp. Brine of

Scotland Yard at Heathrow Airport.

56. That various items were obtained from the 1966 white Mustang
in Atlanta on April 11, 1968, including: clothing, floor nmats,
bed linen and pillows, sweepings, "etc.™; that items from

Room 53 in Meaphis, the bathroom at 422 1/2 South Main, items
from the room of defendant at Jimmy farners in Atlanta and the
itens recovered from in front of Canipe's, as well as other
physical evidence heretofore mentioned, would be the basis of
expert testimony concerning ballistics, handwriting, finger-

prints and identification by hairs and fibers.

In addition to the above-stipulated presentation the State ex-
pects to call one or two lay Corpus witaesses, the County Medi-

cal Examiner and two law eaforcexzent officers,
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Hon. Phil Canale, Jr.,
District Attorney General,
Shelby County Court Houses,
Xexphis, Tennesses,

Sheriff ¥illiam Morris,
Sheldy County Court House,
Merphis, Tennessee,

Judge W, Preston Battle,
Circuit Judge,

Shelby County Court House,
Memphis, Tennesses.
-Gentlemen:

Tou ars holding as

'Tfpf Teanessees Vs, James Earl Ray a 1957 White Mustang automobils

‘ and a Remington rifle. I have this day assigned and by this let-
ter do here now assign them to Percy Foreman, my attorney, of
Houston, Texas, as his property absolutely, At the conclusion
of ﬁr trisl, he will request delivery of these items to hinm or

- bhis order., This is your authorization and Y request that you

give them to him.

Sheldby County Jail,
Memphis, Tennessee,
Novenber 12, 1958,

-
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evidence in the cass of The State
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wderstand that you nad a Sociay ity nuber, but not a card.

I assume that this means ﬂatymrmmwFEaSodalSwzityca:d;.

and that you only had a “rumber* which
it had the correct number of rumbers in it.

lAftertmmthsinOﬁmo,]-ad)wmquimdanythir.g firtter in

oorrect....m2aning that

 the way of identification under the rame Jo Rayns? Did you keep' -

letters aXiressed to you by that rame?
JI assume you also had an autcocbile registration card in this

tame? Is this correct? ?
‘xi’rm you bought that car, did you have to show the dealer that \

you had a driver's icense? Or any sort of identification?

"]Na-arabcn.rtgms. Ferhaps you are aware that there is now a great
deal of discussion in the United States about guns, their y
their registration, ete. So I must question you closely about how
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PR

Jbb-r-about Capital. Ween you left Chicago in late June o early July, -

1567, how mach money ¢id you have?
J How were you dressed? N
What other possessions did you have?

Axd when you reached Montreal, lﬁdm‘i‘mydidywhave? . ~_";"
More about Capital. I suppose].mdomtdenythat'ymhave'

been and are a thief. You liwve, at least partially, by robbery. e T '

Ycufve mitted,or_'beqninmlved in, a numder of robberies.
' “Have all your robberies been one-man jabs? Have you ever

beminmlvedinambberyﬁithmemm_m.m?. L “ .

J

In&mdalassmeymommittedmormactsofmbbay. ,
Hr.Hamswinadviseymt}utIcan'thamycumanymyhysimply

: mpox'ging,mayanaa.ﬁmity,'t}utymheldtpaswmerona

bark in such-and-such a place on such-and-such a day. So I need for
ymtodascribeﬂaesembberiesform:mmm.a:ﬂtﬂut

happeradﬂatwasmualorinteresﬁng,andhounﬂmdidymmtﬁm'-

the robbery. mwm Capital-didymmteby;mezy?
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