Police Director Frank Hollbman Yay 27, 1970
Police Headgquarters
Mexmphis, Tennessee

Dear Dlrector Hollbran:

For a year I have been reseerckinga
biography of ¥artin Iuther King, Jr. to be published
by Funk and Wagnalls rext Spring. I've been & profession-
81 writer for 41 years and I am surprisec--zfter reading
1,500,000 words sbout this rpan--that post writers canonize
King and cozpare him wlth Jesus Christ esnd Heses. No
one on this planet can bte that perfect.

I do not say this to condemn the man; ey
thought is that there 1s enother side to his story--a huran
side full of personal fear, self-doubt and, unless he
was a true saint, sin. I have to dig up those facts. In
June, ¥rs. Bishop and I will travel to Atlarta, Albany,
Selma, Rirminghan, Fontgomery, Memphls and wzshington.

There 15 no reason vhy you should help me,
and yet I ask it. While we are in your cliy I would like
to interview you, and such others as you think have a
rersonal knowledge of thls pan, his hablts and attitudes.
If the book is to be worth enything at al11, it rust
contain all of the truth.

I would be pleased and grateful Af you would
let me know what you think. For reference, you can look
me up in your library. The librarlan willl acguaint you
with my type of work.

_51ncere1y.
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