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September 3, 1970

Honorable Phil M. Canale, Jr.
Attorney General

Shelby County QOffice Building
157 Pcplar Avenue

Memphis, Tennessee 38103

Dear General:

Re: State v. James Ezrl Ray

I have had two conversations with Mrs. Battle
who, naturally, is distressed at the averments in
the motion for a new trial in the captioned case.
If at any time the services of any member of the
Amicus Curiae Committee would or could be useful,
I am sure that I speak for all in saying that our
loyalty and responsibility to Judge Battle did
not terminate at his death.

About the only matter in which I can give
you specific information of my own knowledge has
to do with the averment that Judge Battle commis-
sioned me to megotiate with the SLC leadership to
see if a guilty plea would be acceptable to them.
This is an outright lie. Judge Battle never
mentioned to me at any time any matter connected
with the case other than the duties of the Committee
relating tc the Court's rule respecting publicity.
At no time did I ever discuss with anyone anything
relating to a guilty plea, nor did I know that one

Chp my e —— P T




Hon. Phil M. Canale -2- ‘September 3, 1970

was contemplated until I read about it in the
-paper. Furthermore, I will tell ycu that neither
Mr. Fensterwald nor any attorney nor anyone else
comnunicated with me in an effort to verify the
truth or falsity of the averment before the pleading
was filed in Court.

With best perscnal regards, I remain,

Sincgtely,

LEB,Jr :MMM 1ug E/ Bu¥ch, Jr

cc: Mrs. Preston Battle
Lec Bearman, Jr., Esq.
J. Alan Hanover, Esq.
James Causey, Esqg.

Don Owens, Esqg.

Cooper Turner, Jr., Esq.
Lee A. Hardison, Esq.




