IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELRY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

e

VS, NO. H.C, 661

JAMES EARL RAY, :

Petitioner, :

ORDER OVEPRULINE MOTIONS TO PRODICE

This cause came on to be hcard on motions of the Petitioner
herein for production of books, papers, documents and tangible
objects filed herein and subsequent motions thereto, which are
hereinafter designated, and on argument of counsel and from the
entire record in the cause, from all of which it appears as follows:

That the Motion for Production of Papers, Documents and
Tangible Objects regarding material which had previously been
made available to prior counsel in this cause on order of the
late Judge ¥. Preston Battle; that on Petitioner's plea of guiliy
the said raterial, an examination of which is requested, was put
into evidence by the State in the said plea of guilty. Counsel
for petitioner has stated in open Court that he has not requested
the Clerk of the Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, to
view the said evidence, and therefore has not been refused. The
Court is of the opinion that the said evidence is a matter of
public record and the Clerk would not refuse such a request, but
since no request has been made the Court cannot act upon this
particular motion, and the said Motion for Production of Books,
Papers, Documents and Tangible Objects filed herein is therefore
denied.

Petitioner herein has filed a Motion, entitled "*fotion to
Produce™, which roves the Court to require James A. Blackwell,
Clerk of the Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, to produce

"personal data™ belonping to the late Judge W. Preston Battle.




The Court is not aware of any personal data if such in fact
exists. Further persconal data of a judge is not a part of the
Court records. The Court, therefore, has no jurisdictien in such
matters and the Motion to Produce is thereby denied.

The Petitioner has filed a motion for an order to require
the Sheriff of Shelby County, Tennessee, to permit psychiatrists
selected by the petitioner's attorneys herein to visit the cell
in which the petitioner was incarcerated during his stay at the
Shelby County Jail. This Court cannot require the Sheriff

of Shelby County to do anything other than that required by law

as to his official duties as Sheriff of Shelby County, and therefore

lacks jurisdiction to comply with the request, and therefore the
said motion for an order is denied.

The Petitioner's attorneys herein have filed two (2)
Motions to Produce, one to require the Sheriff of Shelby County
to turn over to the attorneys for the Petitioner herein the
records of visits to the Petitioner by his former attorney,
Percy Foreman, and the Petitioner’s brother, Jerry Ray. The
other Motion to Produce is to require the Sheriff of Shelby
County to furnish to Petitioner's attorneys herein the name of
"such person or persons who designed or constructed the cell in
which the petitioner was confined during his stay in the Shelby
County Jail. Such records, if such records exist, of which the
Court is not aware, is not part of the official duties or the
official records of the Sheriff of Shelby County, and as such the
Court cannot require the Sheriff of Shelby County to act therein.
Therefore, both of the above motions te produce are denied.

The Petitioner has filed herein a Motion to Declare the
Indigency of the Petitioner herein. The Petitioner's attorneys
have not offered any proof of the indigency, and therefore, the
Court is reserving its ruling thereon until proof is submitted

to the Court by affidavits or otherwise.
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ALL OF ¥WHICH IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED THIS

DAY OF , 1970,

JUDGE

APPROVED: , |
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4,

Executive Assistant




