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Top of the Week

The Assassins: Who Did it—And Why? race 28

In courtrooms a cuntinent apart, the ration tried imperfectly last
week 1o settie accounts on the assassinatiens of Martin Luther
King and Robert Kennedy. Sirkan Sirhan's trial for kitling Kennedy
turned into an exhaustive anatony of a murderer—but James Earl
Ray's abrupt guilty plea left the King case shrouded in mystery, pas-
sibly forever. With reporting from correspondents Andrew Jatie in
Mermphis and Robert Shogan in Washington, Senior Editor Peter
Goidman wrote the Ray story, while Martin Kasindor! reported the
Sirhan trial for General Editor Paul D. Zimmerman’s look at Kenne-
dy's assassin_ (Cover photos by Fred Ward—Black Star [King], Ltaw-
rence Fried [Kennedy], AP [Sirhan] and UPi [Ray] )

Biafra: The War Goes On rsae 50

Only a tew moriths 2go. cne of the
ugliest wars in African history ap-
peared to be nearly over. Ringed by
the Migerian Army and ravzged by
starvation. the rebel state of Biafra
was all but dead. Yet Biafra still sur-
vives. Its battle has drawn worldwide
sympathy and a stream of concerned
visitors, inchiding Sen. Charles
Goodell of New York. To probe the
reasans for Biafra’'s  comeback,
Newsweek's Marvin Kupler and Da-
vid Robison crisscrossed the coun-
try and interviewed its leader.
LL Col. Odumegwu Ojukwu. John

Kupfer {left) with Goodel

Barnes. meanwhile, reported on the operations of the relief agencies
that have helped Biafra survive. From theirs and other correspond-
ents’ files. Associate Editor Russsll Watson wrote the slories of the
stalemated war and of the pro-Biafran "lobby™ in the U.S.. which ke

investigated in New York.

Fire on lce race 64

Bobby Orr, the swift and powerful
young star of the Boston Bruins, is
one of those rare athletes who can
thange the fortunes of an entire
team. At age 20 he is a fast skater,
bruising checker, uncanny stick han-
dler and seems bound this season t©
break the scoring record for defense-
men. Indeed, in just three years, O
has helped the Bruins to become the
most exciting team in the boomirg
sport of hockey. Aided by files from

Orr and Axthelm

correspondent Jon Lowell, Sports editor Pete Axthelm traveled with
the Bruins and wrote Orr's story—which 1S accompanied by two color

pages of horkey’'s vialent action,

Calling the Turn in Wall Street race 74

Wall Street columnist Clem Morgello gazed into his crystal bal
early last year and predicted the level at which the Dow Jones indus-
trial average (then B55.47) would close on Jan. 31, 1569, Morgeflo’s
magic figure: 945.15 The actua! result: 946.05. Morgello thus won
Eastman Diflken, Union Securities’ annual contest ameng firancial
writers. Seer Mcrgelio’s forecast for next January's Dow: 1026. vs.

last week's closa of 303 .28,
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The sssassns usettng doubls (The cover]
rames Eard Ray: 99 ysars—na ¢xplanationd
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Wating o out in Sa.gon and Pans
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THEATER . . 113
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Chair”
MOVIES . 114
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arl Ray roe~ to pri<on—
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The end of the road: Jamex F

- [ |
and Sirhan Sirhan squing- in the hands of hix eapton-

The Assassins: Who Did It— And Why?

i T}n-y vame pin beeling it Bistory out Rt Fantasy and every keast tic of an gs-
: of some dim. Destocykian under- sassin whose gl i not even in question,

ground, one of themn u stir-smar fugithe  And yvet, in the public consciousness. it and so left the feld open forever o the
vou with e bngun ambition hizher thag il seemed almost ay unsatisfactony an comspiracy theorists. Earh on. the e,
muking the FRI “Ten Mt Wanted™ ending tn Bobby Kennedy's hin-’.:r;lphy as  the deferse and even Sirhan Lo lf
ot the other o dunaged tittde Jordanizn 1l aborted Ruy trial was to Martin Lu-  were near 2greement on dealing tor g
hnigrant Lurning 1y arenze the sividay ther King's, fuilty plea just as Ray did. Bt 1l
Arsb-braehi war all Py Bimeelf Nobodv Kermedv, in Fuct, held center stage  Herberd W, Waller stopped it. Said the
biew their nanus—mtil, i the space of  only feetingly Quring (he seveuth und  judge:. “We dom’t want another Pl
b awlul months Lot spring, fute pliced  eighth weels of the Sirhan trial, when Memplis suthorities had no stk o one
Martin Luther King in the o Pitis of  1he state Bresetied ity evewitnesses o punctions—and  the resulting  dea!
Janus  Furl Rayv’s Fonting  jofle o0 the shoating 2 introdiuced the leust w hich Rayv pleaded guilty and v (-
wulked Rolagr B Renmedy within un poindnd of the witopny phaotos of Lis body,  Tivered in chains o prisom i twoecy
ihe L of e riissle ot 5y Lo Sirhan's piv The mmanding prosence tnstead was  hours meant that the salution to the Koz
tal Tn o sphit wecond apicee. Bav oand Shbe, aned 1 he swle ohject—singe wenn-  murder mystery may well have lue-
Sihan inBicted deep traoamats on the borlv hiew b illed Kennedy —was 1y knked away with him, Hi prosecuto .
US each wonmcdieg the tation iu wavy  find ot why, his Livver, s authorized hiograp!.
that have b e Bl reckoned 40t Anatomy: The prosecution’s Sirhen was  and 1he U Covernment all belin, !
' And mum i vunirtroons o continent’s 4 man of brooding malice w ho willed  that he was a bone assassin, not the am -
bieudth apart, the nation tried List week Kemneds s death on paper and then ex-  of 2 conspiracy. Yet Ray himself Biberruy i-
1o selthe aceun, evuted it in a hotel paniry. The defense,  ed his ritagl mini-hearing ta disazr. .
were wvufluble g the die s of i turn, displived §z
the Lo,

han himseXf in al] with them al—and 1n suggest, oblige]
his builing £ then. Tuse week it began

but plainly, that he was indeed part of .
an mperfect - making o Pychiatrc case that Sirhan g King murder plot. But who were the
€ oghosts to st and (as the first of five defense pavehalo- plotters? Ray didn't say: i the formut
fow nations confron ted v hizh tragedy mists and pss chiatristy testihed) o mange dictated v Tennessee Liw, he wasnt
are quite so willing as America 1, trust  “Jeby I H Qe Incupable of premeditar. even asked. Fhere were elements of
the catharsis 1o livers. One v mye anything, Hi defenders, with o pulp-fed fantasy i his story as & keuled
Preree of this Tast wenk was Eaovabrupi chance for an doquittal, hoped by their cut, second-hand and piecemeal, i the
Pha of guilty 1o King's muwrder iy Mem. anatorny of a mirderer ty persiade the  aftermath—a tale in which a supposed
Phis in exchanre for a UYhiear sentence Mry o spare his bfe. The stateny itterest  coconspirator named “Raoul” conven-
v witerly cotine deal that keft achivg- & tuking it seemed perceptibly o dimin- jently winds up pulling the trigger. Fanci-
Lo, perhaps forever, the central th as the trial wore on, ret there was an fol? Perhaps—but there was enona in
rnstion of whether or not R was  wmspolen need 1o rm the ritual to its Ray's apparently well-barked pursuit of
simeone cle’s hired pin Suhan’s mara-  end. The specter that haunted Sohan's King and i his Hight from justive to raje
tum trial in Lo Angeles was by sharp trial, and Ray's, was the sliving of Lee  doubts even among reasotable mern.
Contrast, @ poinstaking ineuiry 6 nous moments afterward, tle

chic stroke that kept the John F e
nedy murder case from coming to byl

B b the onhy means thut

The Liw s, of CtHIFse,
strument for Livig

oevery Bliney Osaald i Dullys—a single anar- For ne
28
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mation wondered whetter the reh 1w
justice in Memphis might not st off 3
reprise of the rioting that follow ed Kings
murder. The roks never Bew: the Yo
ciirn of the ghetto, ot its smoldering
anger, prevaded this time. But the re.
action was oonetheless bitter. “There was
a whole It of cunspirscy in the sentence,”
growled 2 turned-of young Bluck Parther
in Watts,

Pawns: 4nd Ralph David Aberriathy —
who was potified of the dea! in ahvance
and did not object—was by ne means
satisfied with the developing no-conspir-
acy orthodoxy. Who were the conspira-
tors? “F think s the United States of
America,” said ﬁ::sbﬁnat}ay. “There & 2
movement m this country to preserve
racism financed by a substantial amount
of money . .. People kike James Earl Ray
are preyed upon. They are merely
pawns.

It & easy to overrate a trial-and par-
teularly a trial that never huppens—as a
means to the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth. There was no guar-
antee ul'ia:ﬂ'er tﬁﬁt Sx Full-dress Ruy &l
would have set conspiracy ques-
tion. Quite to the contrary, the likelihood
was that Ray would not have taken the
stand at all-or that, F he did. he would
have spun some uncheckable tale about
his entanglement with the sofar entrace-
able “Raoul” Yet the hunger for an end-
ing to the story would not be easily
stilled. A trial, however Enperfect, might
kave helped satisfy the npulse to make
some setse of the abund, to Enpose or-
der on the znarchy of events. Exhzustive
to the point of exhaustion, the trial of
Sirhun Bishara Sirhan was at least a se-
rious effort to discover why he killed
FRobert Kennedy. But the deal kv which
James Euarl Rayv pleaded guiltv. whatever
its merits. left puinfully unseitled the
mystery of who reudly murdered Martin
Luther King.

NATIONAL AFFAIRS

Ray: 99 Years—and a Victory

He shouched to his pluce in the seuled-
off courtroom, his eves doucast, his
brillustined hair turning spiky, his Face
pasty white after nine months in surless
Ril cells. He listened impussively to
the judge and the lauyers ng::ﬁng the
terms of the deal by which he took 99
vears i prisvn—and beul the electric
chair—in & rade for his plea of guilty
to murder. But then, smi&-u}_n. he was
on his feet, to challenge the official theory
that he was 2 lone gun and not the un-
witting hireling of a wracy. And in
that moment, James Earl Ray, drifter,
m_\'-mte stick-up man and four-time
ser, had his wvictory: ’

King Jr.

Copping a plea & nomal enough i
U5, courtrooms—a time- and money-sav-
ing convenience that permits authorities
to settle far more cases than they being
to trial. But the case of Tennessee vs.
Jumes Ear]l Rzy seemed to oy out for
something more than routine treatment.
However honorable the intentions—and
however st the result~the deal had

the sarface appearance of
haste, and it set off a chorus of protest A
group of black congressmen anded

a fullscale rommision mquiry into the
assassination. The New York Tianes called
the deal “shodking.™ King's widow, Cor-
etta. did not object to it when the prose-
cution sounded her in advance, but she
said afterward that she still believes
there was a conspiracy. So did King's
oficial successor, Ralph Abernathy. And
so, for his own reasons, did Mississippé's
segregationist Sen. Jarnes O, Eastland,
who talked of mounting an Internal
Security subcommittee investigation of
his oam.

I10C to I: The voices arrayed against
the conspiracy were impasing. Ne
cne close to the case—not the FBI o
Memphis Attorney General Phid M. Ca-
nale or defense lawyer Pervy Foreman
or authorized Ray biographer William
Bradford Huie—had come up with any
evidence that anvone else was invohed.
“I insist om skepticism as a2 virtee in Efe,”
says Ramsey Clark, US. Attorney Gener-
a] (and thus at least nominally master of
the FBI) when King was slan znd Ray
captured. "But I would have tc say that
all the evidence and circumstances indi-
cate very strongly that Ray acted alone.
I'd say the odds are better than (00 to 1.7
Yet there were sanomalies enough in the
cuse to set even nonconspiratorizhist minds
rumning—and above all there was Ray's
oun insistence that he wasn't alone. Rav,
of course, had more than just a psychic
vested intersst in confusion. “He thinks,™
said Foreman, "thatgfﬂhc 5avs :th:;;d;
conspiracy be's not ty.” But
to beat the chair prechided even the
shm possibity that a tris] might have
settled the matter.

The ultimate rony was that the set-

tement was initiuted not by the agthon-
itics but by the defense. Foreman, a
Lirge, gaudy Texan, came in Lite when
Rayv fired his first luwyer, Arthur Hunes,
s  Biminghum segregationist under
w hose management of the case the con-
spiracy theory fint f&ywered Foreman.
whose muin deckgy s winning, quidlh
concluded that Ray had nothing to back
up his conspiracy story—and that the
stite had 2 solid case against his man.
A mun of Foreman's coosiderable craft
might have damaged some of it—the
shaky eve-witmess evidence irg Ray
at the scene, for example, or the balistics
tests establishing that Ray's 3006 Rem-
ington Gamemaster was the murder weap-
on, or the strands of his hair that Enked
him to the getaway white Mustang. But
o Liaver could argue away the bnger-
peits thut Ray Jeft on the rifie and In
the rickety, paintless boarding house
fromm which S:mfatal shot was Bred
“These fngerpeints,” groaned Foreman.
“They were everywhere.”

Deak So, in mid-December, Fareman
visited Ray in his air-cooled, TV -moni-
tored cell in Memphis's Shefby County
Jad and zsked if he was interested in a
deal Ray, who has spent a third of his
41 years behind bars, has ahrays fmag-
ined himself a better Liwver than his
Lisyers {"It took me several mooths.”
said Foreman, “befoce I convinced him 1
was working in his best interest™), and he
was suspicious at frst. But Foreman told
him that Memphis juries had been hard
on brstdegree murder defendunts—tha
they had recommended stiff penalties
even for men with previowly spotless
records and for accomplices as well as
killers themselves. Hay apparently began
to be impressed. For insurance, Foreman
purneved to St. Louis and enbsted mem-




hers of hs famihv. “Foreman warmed ws.”
Rav's brother John recafled. “that i the
tria]l were to tzke place. Immmy would
possibly go o e (ki to he made an
example of

In mid-Februzn, Ry seemed reads
to apee. and Foreman tried out the
queson on Jadge W, Preston Batle
Batrthe. bv one twide account, rabied no
obsections but wold ki o see prosecutor
Canale Erst. What would Camale saap
for a kv plez? “Nmetv-nme vears—
certimh notking less than that” sad
Caule. "But 1 kave to chedk ot £5t7°
He tied out the idea oo M King
cthrough a liwvert and got her okayv.
though she tesernved judoment on the
conspiracy  questons. Other cnvil-righss
leaders contacted in advance by Canzle.
amorg thern Abernatky, savd much the
szme. The Jwstice Deparsment raised oo
gquarel Ray himee¥ seemed cdoomihy
minterested I RBagglme about the time
he wocld sene—parth because. after
numerous botches and one brazen suc-
cess, he fincies Bmse¥ something of an
escupe vt 7T don’t care how many
vears [ get”™ he told Foreman and =
e deal Era™h was closed

Goldea Raoul? Or wus it° The suly
pat was Fayv's stohbom conspimacy ston
—a tale & which a shadouy benefactr
ra=ed “Raocl” a blood Lazn or. Liter.
FrecdhCanadian s maystery muaa en-
giged kim Erst as a2 dreog romner and
then, to Ray's oreat suopese_ as past of 2
plot azanct K=p The tule srenched 2
Li ttm aken Rav armosmoed that be
ard Faod Fad sached places at e
1eny Lt moemen sttt he bad tiken the
wheel of the getaway car whde Raxdd
Sred the shot that feled Koz on the
by of Memphs's Livraze Motel
N> one ever crme 1p with Raxld -1
vept F1v 7 savs Canale’s asnsdstar s, Rober

Daver 2 coxlmaon shured By Foremaim,

“Tor rraum oo Cindle’™s eastrzor. Ban » cd 'w
e Er e wter post Twele e 2 Ba¥ oseas
R e P e
o, £ *r vvay s Wty e Tw-a o
- B Lo e e et D P o arl Tz

The p:ca=in’s view of King's motel

the FB1 znd the Foval Canadian Moun-
tes. But Rav stuck to bis tale, and no-
body knew how he wocld behare at the
Lering dictated by Tennessee biw in
capital murder cases where 2 defendant
pleads ruity. Foreman visited Ray ore
Lie time the dav before the hearng to
press him for 2 guarantee ta go aboes
He came awav snifng but be was -
cetain to the end whether or not the
deal wovld somehow come mmtoed.

It boled for moments 25 F & might.
Eaxh on, wih the script plavmg out
snoothh, Jodge Battle began Rayv's part
of the catechizn. At the padge’s order.
Fuv stood. Bs bbck-and-grav checked
spocts jacket banging nropled oo his
drooping shoulders. Iid he mderstand
his rights? “Yes. s¥.” said Rar, his voice
a reedv whine. The deal-"Is thic what
1o want to do™ Ray sounded suddenty
vocertain. “Yes” be bemn, "I have
been—that's-ves” Battle peered sharphe
doam over bis ha¥¥-moon gasses. “Is that
what vou want to do™ be repeated. and
Ruv agreed, “That's right ~

Yet s=1 even 2s be spoke his ap
pointed hoes. Rav could not resst in-
g a oy edge of ambivalence. Had
vear sentence? “Na—none 25 | know of ™
Or a-v pressioe from amvbadi? “No. no
1odoe pressime” Aad the kev guestion
of aT: "~ wvou pleadzyg o L. be-
cacse 1ou Hed Pr. Mt Lother Ko
wder such croumstances that wocld
zmake vou leca™ o=y of mrder o the
Erst degree . .7

YT ped ]
ooin Uk ™

T was bardv che most fohogds
wrfesaon om tecord. bt it was adegrate
21 the secasiors and Batle sexted a
fvma =y of ten uhie and two bluk
ren. Whit zalv pfended Rav—and
rexh deriled the hearmowas the
wav boh sides pock-poched B com-
STTan sty TThere have marma™h been
rroaes gz a0 amoemd it Jumes Fadd
Fonsadope Gl on amerbherofa

- “Leza™

Foreman: Dealins ©.r 3 kle

conspiracy,” Canale toM the ron By
men had 5000 ;izes of in
vestiga*thve reports, traveled oonod d
miles, sorted 300 exkibits—1 7 “xe ke
no proof other than Dr. Mu—n Eathe
King Jr. was kfled by Jame EolBa’”
Next came Foreman, leann o corddes
tiallv over the rad and adds = TR ook
me more than 2 moath to ¢ ~mee o
self that the Attorney Gener. (i
and J. Edgar Hoover were ¢ —ot whe
they said there was wo conpiay .0

Stewing: Ray stewed throoch e mi
of Foreman's presentation. the:. Jbraeh
got wp. Your Hooor” he siid shiftne
his weight from foot to fae 71 wock
Eke to s2v something, too, #1227

“AN right,” said Battle wars

I doa't want t change a-.hog tat
I have said.” Ray offered 71 dwt wam
to add amvthing oato # either The oh
thing 1 have to sav is 1 & 't exacth
accept the theories of Mr. Cli-v 7

“Who s Mr, Clek™ defe irr Far
man nterjected

“Ramsey Chrk,” sad Ra:
Hoover™

“\r. who® runbled Forerna

“Mr. | Edgar Hoover ... 1 et M
Canale, Mr. Foreman, Mr. Ra ey Cick
I mean oo the conspiracy - 2 [ don
waat to add something oute - whid1
haven't agreed to in the past ™

“I thizk what be & sayicz - :-1."---71_E
doesat think thut Ramsev (ks righ
or J. Edzar Hoover & right.” forez®
told the judre, and then, tzm: 2 1o B
Le added: “Youw are pot r-.Zed ®
azrer or withdraw or anvthin - e
55T Batzle felt constrained tap !
tral gquesthion 1o bzn onee 2o
pleading gty became he b =
i soch circumstaaces that be
legally poby o Estdere
“Yes. s, make me guEly o
Rax, z20d the furry was over.

And so. for 2l mfests anz | ¢
was the case of Tennessee vs. 7
Rav. The state put oo a tde
esses o establish for e o

New _-\Ri

“And M




Huie: Hunting for “Racal’

bers of his familv. "Foreman warned us.™
Ray’s trother John recalled, “that #f the
trial were to tike plice, Jimmy would
possiblv go to the chair to be made an
example of.”

i In mid-February, Ray seemed ready
i | to agree. and Foremin tried out the
: queston on Judge W, Preston Battle.
Battle, bv one inside account, rzised no
abjections but told him to see prosecutor
, Canale fist. What would Canale swap
' for 2 ity plea® “Ninetv-nine vears—
E vertainh nothing less than that™ said
Carale. "But I have to check it first™*
He tried out the idea om M King
tthrough a lawver) and got her okay,
though she resenved judpment on the
conspoacy  questsoms. Other civi-rights
leaders contacted in advance by Carnale,
ameng them Abernathy, said much the
same. The Justice Department raised nn
quartel. Ray himself seemed gloomih:
uninterested in hapgling about the tine
he would seme—pantly because, after
nummerous botches and one brazen suc-
cess, he fancies hkimse something of an
escape artst. 1 don't care how many
rears I get” he teld Foreman, and so

the dea] Bnally was closed.
Golden Raoul? Or wus it* The sticks
. pat was Ray's stubhorn conspiracy story
‘ —a tale I which a shadowvy benefactor
named “Raoul™ 2 blond Latm (or. Liter.
French-Canadian'  mistery man.  en-
gaged him Brst as a drug rumner and
then, to Fayv’s great simprise. 2s part of a2
plot agiinst King. The tale stretched a
bit thin when Bav annowmced that he
and Raoul had saitched places at the
very List moment—that he kad tuken the
wheel of the getaway car while Raoul
fired the shot that felled King on the
haloomy of Memphis's Locrzine Motel.
“No one ever came up with Raoul -
vept Rav.” sayvs Canale’s assistant. Robert
Duaver. a conchesion shared by Foreman,

"The rrawn br Canule’s isotroce: By wonchd e
elphie for pastie after pua twrhe and g Bud wea—
¥4l et bot be wocld ke to e e ot o
30 ot 4 3 oaras e with good e —a ceene
modty b hio pever Bern moeeef 0 gt a ke Tin
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The a=sa+win’s view of King's motel

the FBI and the Roval Canadian Moun-
ties. But Ray stuck to his tale, and no
body knew how he would behave at the
hearing dictated by Tennessee hw in
capital murder cases where a defendant
pleads guilty, Foreman visited Ray one
last time the day before the hearing to
press him for 2 puarantes to go along,
He came away smiling, but be was w-
certam to the end whether or not the
deal v.ould somebow come enghued.

It booled for moments as f # might.
Earkv on, with the script plaving out
smoothly, Judge Battle began Rax's part
of the catechism. At the jodge’s order.
Rayv stood, hisha-l:!l:mt-ann:l--g:ral't!:‘:I checkhe:tsl
sporcts facket ging rumpi oo hi
drooping ! Did he onderstand
his rights? “Yes, sir,” said Ray, hic voice
a reedy whine. The deal—"Is this what
rou wart to do®” Ray sounded suddenfv
uncertzin. “Yes,” bhe began, *1 have
been-that's—ves” Battle peered sharph
down over his haf-moon glasses. “Ts that
what vou want to do™ he repeated, and
Riy agreed, “That's right.”

Yet still, even 25 he spoke his ap
pointed lines, Rav could not resist -
jecting a tiny edge of ambivalence. Had
there bren any promises besides the 99-
1ear sentence? “No—none as 1 know of.”
Or any pressiwe from anmbody® “No. no
undue pressure ™ And the kev guestion
of all: “Are rou pleading guilty .. . be-
cause yvou killed Dr. Martin Luther King
uwder such circurnstances  that would
make vou legally puilty of misder in the
first degree ., ¥

“Yes” piped Jomm
cuily, Uh-hah ™

This was hardly the most forthright
vorfession on record. but it was adequate
to the occasion. and Bastle sexted a pro
forma pov of ten white and two bluck
nen. Whit teally offended Rav—and
nearly deraled the hearing—was the
way both sxdes pooh-poohed his con-
spiracy story. “There have naturafv heen
rwnon going &l around that James Earl
Rav is 2 drpe. a fall muv. 2 member of 2

Ray. “Legalh

[y vy

Foreman: Dealing for 2 Ke

conspiracy,” Canale told the juroes. He
men had pondered 5000 puires & i
vestgative reports, traveled thiusands of
miles, sorted 300 exhibits—.: d “we have
no proof other than Dr. M.rtin Lithe
King Jr. was killed by James Eard R
Next came Foreman, Yeanice confides
tiallv gver the rad and addi oz “k wid
me more than a month to coevinee m-
self that the Attornev Ceneral [Chi’
and J. Edgar Hoover were corect whe
they said there was no corepiracy ...

Stewing: Rayv stewed thronch the rex
of Foreman’s presentation. then abropth
got up. “Your Honor,” he said. shine
his weight froem foot to foot. “1 woud
Eke to s2y something, too, #f 1 may”

Al ri.(;:bt," said Batthe warh.

“I doo't want to change 2:1thivg that
I kave said”™ Ray offered. “[ dm’t wamt
to add amyvthing onte it either. The onh
thing 1 have to say & I d't exacth
accepl the theories of Mr. Clal .7

“Whe & Mr Clurk®™ deleder For
man interjected.

“Ramsey Clark,” said Bav “And M-
Hocver™

“Mr. who? rumbled Foreman

“Mr. J. Edgar Hoover .. . | meaut
Canale, Mr. Foreman, Mr. Rur ey Clct
! mean on the conspiracy d: 2. 1 doot
want to add something ontn = which]
haven’t agreed 1o in the pust.

“I think what he b sayig o thatbe
doesn™t think that Ramsey L &'s right
or ]. Edzar Hoover is right” Foremar
told the judge, and then, tuw~: o to Bt
he added: “You are pot .'rf;'ll':‘f:{ L
iree or withdraw or anything e Bur
still Battle felt constramed top . the o
tral question to him once agi . was ke
pleading guilty because he | od Iine
i sach circumstances that be X
legally guilty of frstdegre: rimde
“Yes. sir. make me guilty or .7 wE
Ray, and the By was over.

And so, for all intents acn!

was the case of Tennessee vs 7 mes B2
Ray. The state put on a tole: fea ¥t
nesses to establish for the o -rd

rm 3‘!‘!“




King had indeed been killed and thut
Ray was involved, and Assistant Attomey
Ceneral James Beasely read a twenty-
page summary of the imposing mass of
evidence that, Joner or oo, Ray was the
triggerman. It was lft to Battle to pro-
nounce sentence and to offer 2 word to
the skeptics: “If this defandant was a
member of a conspiracy ... no member
of such couspirzcy can ever live in secu-
rity or lie down to pleasant dreams ...
Ay 35 yeawrs in these criminal courts
kave convinced me that in the great ma-
jority of cases, Hamlet was right when
he said, ‘For murder though #t have no
tongus:_wiﬂ speak with most miraculous
organ’.

Chains: But Ray’s moment to speak
had come and gone. Just before 1 am.
next mormimg, two cameramen waiting in
the 24-degree chill outside the il for
Rav’s transfer saw two men in deputies”
hard hats and eniforms walk to a car.
“Don’t get cold cut there,” one yelled
with a wave, The “deputy” turned out to
be Ray, his destination a sherifi’s substa-
tion across town. Before dawn, he was
led, draped in chains, to a highway pa-
trol car—one in & bristling motoccade of
eight—and whisked 200 miles to Nash-
ville at 80 miles an hour. And there,
Jemes Earl Ray became prisoner No.
63477, bunked by himself—for safety’s
sake—in a B-by-$ marximum-security cell
he will leave only for twice-weekly
walks and thrice-weekly showers. {The
prison population of 1,940 includes 826
blacks, among them Ray's nearest neigh-
bor—a black-power advocate convicted
of murder.) No sconer was he inside
than word came back that he regretted
his plea. “I wish the hell 1 hadn’t {plead-
ed guilty] now.” The Nashville Tennes-
seezn quoted him as having groused en
route to prison, “because, with what they
had on me, 1 believe the worst I'd have
gotten would have been hfe.”

The fact was that “they” had enough to
put Ray in the electric chair; the doubts
that attended the deal centered not on

V ) ) lm&u‘d.h-‘
Aberpathy <h
March 21, 1969

arged con-piracy—bat Battle (center,

his guilt but ontlt;chc titimations of con-
spiracy around case. Ray, a prison-
hip hard guy, simphly didnt fit America’s
imaginings of the lone assassin abodl with
some mad, private vision—a Lee Harvey
Ouaadd say, or a Sirhan Sichan. Ray, by
contrast, seemed to have no motive at
all, kmatic or otherwise—umless it was
money. And there were moments before
and after the assassination when he ap-
peared to have plenty of that, usually in
crisp, new 20s; by one estimate be spent
$13,000 in less than a year. His Bight via
Canyda (where he picked up a fuked
Etassport) t> Lishon and London {(whers

tried ately to jpin up as & mer-
cenzry in Africa) had the of 2 well-
Lkid plot. Even the incredible olic of
chies he left at the scene seemed hard
to square with the chifl efficiency of the
act of murder itself—unless, of course,
Ray had been set up as the fall guy for

a conspiracy.

‘One More Job™: And then came the
shadowy “Raoul,” threading in and out
ine series written by an-

from jail Huie's Raoul found Ray in a
Montreal waterfront bar, got him to nm
some narcotics into the US, paid him
sized instaflments and

King was “secondary ...
target was the US A"
The Look account ended there. But
Hue says that Ray clims to have
switched places with Raoul just before

King appeared on_ the motel balcony—
Raoul taking over the sniper’s nest in the
boarding-bottse  bathroom  while Ray
waited at the wheel of the Mustang
with the rmotor running. Ray, in this ver-

-

photo right) 2nd Canale ( right) thought murder woald ont

NATHONAL AFFAIRS

sion, heard a shot—whereupom Raoul
dashed out, jumped in the back seat of
the car, kav on the Boce and pulled 2
sheet over himse¥. Raoul, according to
Ray, panped out at a trafbc Light eight
blocks away—and they never

paths again.

But Raoul never turned up, and toduy
Huie himself~though he stll believes
that there i some such person—doubts
whether he was invelved in the King
case. Nor is be so persuaded as he once
wis that there was any conspiracy at all
“Rzv,” be said last week, "i
enough to put everybody on . .. He does
not want the case to die out. He wants
the dramatic action to continue.”

Duped? And conticue it did. Blacks
particulurly  seemed  incredulous  that
King's death could have been the ran-
dom act of a kone gunman. His widow
confessed “2 sense of emotonal relief
{at being] spared a trial which would
compel us to relive the fearful tragic
events of his death™ But, she added,
only when the others responsible are
st “can the conscience of the na-
tion rest'—and neither she nor other
black leaders seemed to doubt that oth-
ers were involved “It's just too croel”
said one sympathetic govermment hand,
“for them fo think that one single psy-
chotic persom could smash mﬁﬁz g
that they cherished so much.” Yet segre-
gationist whites who did not cherish
Kimg at all secmed intent on
finding a conspiracy of the kft Ray's
cashiered lawyer, Hanes, termed his ex-
cBent a “dupe” in a plot entangled "not
onoly with mational pcgtl:s but with inter-
pational politics.” And Jim Fastland
hinted that his inquiry would Jook for
accomplices  inside the Lorraine—and
presumably within King's entourzge.

Amid rising criticism of Ray's abeupt
copout, authoriies in Memphis and
Vashington found themsehes suddenly
on the defensive, insisting that there
were po red] mysteries at all Ray’s
readvy cash? lnvestigators said he had
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