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Sections 39-2401, 39-2402 and 39-2405 of Chapter No.
24, Tennessee Code Annotated, and are a full embodiment
of the statutory law in regard to murder in the first
degree and the punishment therefor as the law existed
on April 4, 1968 and on May 7, 1968.
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CHAPTER 24
HOMICIDE

33-2401. MURDER.--If any person of sound memory and
discretion, unlawfully kill any reasonable creature in
being, and under the peace cf the state, with malice afore-
thought, either express or implied, such person shall be
guilty of murder. [Code 1858, §4597 (deriv. Acts 1829, ch.
23, §2); Shan., §6438; Code 1932, §10767.)

39-2u02., MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE.--Every murder
perpetrated by means of poison, lying in wait, or by any
other kind of willful, deliberate, malicious, and premed-
itated killing, or committed in the perpetration of, or
attempt to perpetrate, any murder in the first degree,
arson, rape, robbery, burglary, or larceny, is murder in
the first dezcree. [Code 1838, §4598 {deriv. Acts 1829,
ch. 23, §3); Shan., §6439; mod. Code 1932, §10768.)

39-2405. PUNISHMENT FOR MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE.--
Every person coavicted of murder in the first degree, or
as accessory before the fact to such crime, shall suffer
death by electrecution, or be imprisoned for 1ife or over
twenty (20) years, as the jury may determine. [Code 1838,
§4601 (deriv. Acts 1829, ch. 23, §); Acts 1913 (Ist E. 5.),
ch. 36, §1; 1915 (Vol. II), ch. 18), &§i; 1917, ch. i4, §1;
Shan., §6442; Acts 1919, ch. &, §1; 1919, ch. 5, §§ 2, 3;
Code 1932, §10771.]




