IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE
DIVISION III ' '

STATE OF TENNESSEE | I
VS. _ X NO. 16645
JAMES EARL RAY X

ORDER

This cause came on to be heard February 7, 1969, on
the written motion of James Earl Ray, Defendant, requesting the
Court to relieve certain security measures established by the
Sheriff of Shelby County so that the Defendant herein might con-
fer in person and privately with author, William Bradford Huie,
concerning certain personal contractual negotiations;

After due and careful consideration of the motion,
statements of counsel for the State and the Defense, and the
entire record in this cause, the Court finds as follows:

in an effort to insure a fair and impartial trial in
this cause, this Court has heretofore established certain rules
and regulations controlling'pretrial publicity. As early as
July or Aupgust, 1968, the Court personally gave notice to
Mr. Huie of the aforesaid publicity rules and subsequent to
such notice, Mr. Huie has published two articles in a national
magazine which may be in vdolation of the Court's pretrial
publicity order.

The Court has no assurance that a similar situation
might not result from such a conference as requested in the
premises

The Court further fails to find any compelling reason
why the desired contractual negotiations could not be achieved

under the existing security measures.
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WI{EREFORE, the Court finds the Motion to be without

merit and the same is herby denied and overruled, and the de-

fendant's exceptions thereto duly noted.

ENTER this the day of February, 1969.




