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April 30, 1969

Mr. Percy Foreman
Attorney at Law
804 South Coast Building

Houston, Texas
Dear Mr. Foreman:

Pursuant to our conversation of yesterday
evening I sm enclosing & cop¥ of the "Amended and
Supplexental Motion for New risl" filed in the
James Earl Ray case along with & copg of the two lat-
ters written by Ray to Judge Battle efore his death.

¥e would appreciate any suggestions that
aight arise upon your reading of these papers, par-
ticularly as to any factual misrepresentations that
might be therein contained. We are looking forward
to receiving 2 copy of the letters of Ray to you on
the guilty plea.

In apprecistion for your courtesies in
this matter, I am

Yery truly yours,

JESSE CLYDE MASON
Assistant Attorney General

JCM:MEF
Enclosures




AIR MAIL
L

Honorable Phil M. Canale, Jr.
District ALtorney General
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of Tennessee

Shelby County Office Building
157 Poplar Avenue

Memphis, Tennessee 38103




PERCY FOREMAN

804 SOUTH COAST BUILDING

HOUSTOMN, TEXAS 77002




SHTLAY CCUUTY JAIL

Yemphis, Tennasseo

February 18, 1989

Percy For:oTan, 1sq.,
Attorney at Law,
“gmphis, Terrecsat.

teir ¥Yr, Forsamani

You have asied ma to put in writing zy authorirz-
ticn to you to nepotiste a plea of Zullty in the murd er
case pendinz in 5heldy County, Tornessee (vexphis} in vhich

T ar tndicted for the murder of rartin Luther Kirng. That 1s
tha purpose of this letter.

T aporeciate the fzor that you have steted you are
willicg to contest this case tkrough the trial court and the
appellate courts of Tennessce; ard, if necessary, to ths fu-
preve Court of the Caited States. Put you have teld =e that
an appaal is not necessarily synonyrous with a ravarsal, and
1 already knew that. :

ve have, tozether znalyzed the ovidance againat
me and both of us have ccnciudtd that it is irpozaible tO cOn~
trovert certain Incriminating firparprints, tdertification,
ond othor circumstances. ‘'e both belleve that, ultimately, a
trés)l or trifls will resuit in a firz2l convicticn, and that
ths eltersate punishzents will be sither life, nincty-nine
years in the penitentiary or death §n the electric chalr.

= erefopra, this is =y anthority to you to narotiaze
a plea of rullty on =y behalf for any teorm of years, but with
- a waiver of the death penalty. If you are auvccesaful in doing
ss, I will ent-r such & pleca at the cenvenlence of the OOurd
ard all concerned, You have grarantesd zz that if I do enter
such a plea, that the death penalty needs must be waived and
that I will not b: sentenced to death.

Cipgeraly yours,

' ’fji,pAp el
JiX

—--.--F e e - .- — m———




MAIN AT RUSK

LAW SFRICES QF
PeErcY FOREMAN
BC4 BOUTH COAST BUHLDI NG

HouvstoxN, TEXAS TTO0OR CA 4-9321

May 8, 1969

[

Honorable Phil M. Canale , Jr.!
District Attorney Gemneral

Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of Tennessee
Shelby County Office Building

157 Poplar Avenue

Mewphis, Tennessee 38103

. e g e T k- mio o et

Dear General Canale:

Enclosed please find three copies of the letter
dated February 18, 1969 from James Earl Ray authori-
zing and requesting that I undertake to negotiate
for a guilty plea. 1 will bring the original and !
appear as a witness if you can get me excused from !
any commitments I might have in court. As you know, :
I am constantly in court, However, I consider my ob-
ligation in this matter of paramount importance.

With personal good wishes, I am,

@m ly yours

PF:z2a

Enc.




Ly QFFCES QOF

PERCcY FORBEMAN

BO4 BOUTH COANT BUMLDING

MAIN AT RUSR HousTOoN, TEXAS TTOOR CA 4-8301

May 10, 1969

Mr. Richard J. Ryan
Attorney at Law
Falls Building
Memphis, Tennessoe

Dear Mr. Ryan:

This acknowledges your letter of April 30, 1969
which reads as follows:

"Dear Mr. Foreman:

"As you probably know, I now represent Mr.
James Earl Ray.

"It has now become necessary for me to have
whatever files you have in your possession
including iavestigation reports. Would you
kindly =mail these at your convenience,

"Should you feel that for your protection
you need a Court Order, please do not hesi- -
tate to advise me, if that is the case.

*Yours very truly,

“ /s/ Richard J. Ryan

"Richaxrd J. Ryaa
“"RIR:ur"™

Regretfully, I had not heard of you either as z law-
yer or an individual, until I received your letter. There
are two law suits pending in the United States District
Courts in Tennessee - one in Memphis styled: “Renfro Hayes
versus Percy Foreman" and one in Nashville styled: “James
Earl Ray versus Percy Foreman™ - in which my work preduct
in the Ray case is essential to the defense. I think the
Honorable Hugh Stantons Sr. and Jr. of Memphis, who were
co-counsel in the James Earl Ray case, have a copy of sll
saterial that would be of any use and which you could
Tead and understand.




Mr. Richard J. Ryan
May 10, 196%
Page Two

My own investigation and interviews with witnesses are
in a ¢ryptic form of shorthand, being a combination of
Gregg, Pitman, Percy Foreman and Alsbama-Coushatta Indian
hieroglyphics., In other words, no living human being ex-
cept myself can decipher whatever has been reduced to writing
by me as a result of interviews in the James Earl Ray case.

It has been my policy to make my investigations in this
form in every case where the Federal Government is involved.
This practice started in the winter of 1964-1965 and continued
until now and includes the Ray case., I considered the Ray
case a Federal case because of the involvment of the Depart-
ment of Justice, '

Mr..Ray has my good wishes., I sincerely hope he cbtains
a new trial, He is not legally entitled to one, but that
does not affect my attitude.

I was teleased from further responsibility as his attor-
ney sometime about March 15, 1969, I do not know whether
the Messrs. Stantons have been so relieved or not. They
were appointed to represent Mr. Ray: and, so far as I know,
they still represent him., I suggest that you consult with
them and the successor to His Honor, Judge Preston Battle,
with reference to access to sny material you think you carn
USe.

I am sending a copy of this letter to them 350 that they
may be advised of our exchange of coamunication. -

Respectfully yours;

Pexcy Foreman

PF:ma

¢c: Mr. Hugh Staaton, Sr.

Blind Copy: Honorable Phil M. Canale, Jr.-




Law QFQCES OF

PErCY FOREMAN

BC4 S30OUTH COAST BLUILDING
MAIN AT RUSK Hocstox, TEXAS TTOOR CA 4.9321

- May 12, 1969

Honorable Phil M. Canale, Jr.

District Attorney General

Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of Temnessee
157 Poplar Avenue

Memphis, Tennessee 38103

Attention: Mr. Jesse Clyde Mason
Assistant Attorney General

Gentlemen:

I have today, Saturday, May 10th, been informed that
Mrs. Nancy Martin, erstwhile legal secretary-homicide de-
fendant, has told THE LOSIANGELES TIMES, Mr. Charles Ed-
mundson of your own city, and Mr. William Bradford Huie
of Hartselle, Alabama, that the local Memphis attorney
now purporting to represent Mr. James Earl Ray intends
to plead and offer testimony as to my complete "disability"
as a trial lawyer because of a law suit finally decided in
September, 1968 in which I was paid $85,000.00 for pain and
suffering incident to a whiplash., She has undertaken to
get money from one of the aforementioned people on the
strength that it will be a national sensation on May 26th

;nd May 27th, 1969 when a hearing is scheduled on the Motions
iled.

Testimony in my personal injury case, both by deposition
and at the trial, was to the effect that my injuries had made
me a better lawyer. That because of recurring pain, I was un-
able to sleep for more than a few hours and would spend the
time working that I would otherwise have spent sleeping. Also,
that my earnings increased steadily (almost phenomenally) every
year after 1962. Not one penny of the recovery was for "disadi-
Jity™. All of it was for pain and suffering. We expressly dis-

avowed any disability. Evidently the homicidal Mrs. Martin does
not know the difference.

I have ordered a complete copy of the transcript which will
contain both the pleadings, statement of facts, instructions of
the court, special issues and verdict of the jury. It will be
delivered to my office Monday and a copy of it will be sent to
you by First Class mail as soon as a copy can be made.




Honorable Phil M. Canale, Jr.
May 12, 1969
Page Two

I will leave for New York Sunday and will not have
time to review and mark the statements referring to tes-
timony on pain and suffering. But I will write you upon
8y return next week and refer you to page and paragraph
in the Statement of Facts,

If the lawyer representing Mr. Ray does make a
pleading concerning my "disability", I would like to
Treceive a copy of the pleading as soon as possible,

incerely yours,




AW DFFICES OF

PeErcYy FOREMAN

BO4 ROUTH COAST BUNLDING

MaiN AT RUSHK HousTtoN, TEXAS 77002 Ca 4-2321

May 29, 1969

Honorable J. Ciyde Mason
Assistant Attorney General
Shelby County Office Building
157 Poplar Avenue

Memphis, Tennessee 38103

Dear Mr. Mason:

Thank you for your letter of May 28th. I am sorry
to hear of General Canale's illness. I hope it is aot
serious and wish for him a quick recovery.

If the trio of individuals who appeared for Ray last
Tuesday made any overt motions or statements in court
that they were abandoning or withdrawing the allegations
of pressure on my part, I would like to have a copy of any
such admissions, It would help me on an A.B.C. broadcast
on the Dick Carvett Show Monday night, June 9th.

Also, my secretary made only one copy of the civil
suit in which [ received a judgment for pain and suffer-
ing against Blue Bonnett Express Company and their in-
surers. It may be that this could be of some assistance
to a biographer later. I have returned the original to
the attorney who handled this law suit for me and would

:gp;eciate your returning the copy, if you will be so
inda,

My best wishes,

ly yours,

Percy Foreman




June 2, 136%

Mr. Percy Foreman
Attorney at Law
804 South Coast Life Building
Houston, Texas 77000

Dear Mr. Foreman:

Pursuant to your request in the letter of
May 29, 1969, 1 am forwarding to you the first three
pa¥as of the transcript of the Motion to Strike cer-
tified by the Criminal Court Clerk of Shelby County.
As you will note, attorneys for Ray struck and with-
drew all eight paragraphs and the sentence in the
first paragraph in which all allegations in reference
to your representation of Ray is contained. The oaly
part left in the Motion was an amendment to the
supplemental motion for new trial, a conclusion of
1ack of effective counsel. As previllslg advised,
there was no proof tendered in any wise by the de-
fendant or his attorneys. [ am also enclosing 2
copy of the Court's ruling in this matter.

I will forward to you under separate cover
the transcript in your personal intersst suit,
Thanks again for your help in this matter, and if I
can furnish you any further information, please ad-
vise.

Yery truly yours,

J, CLYDE MASON
Assistant Attorney General

JOM:MEF
Enclosures 2




May 28, 1969

Mr. Percy Foreman
Attorney at Law

364 South Coast Life Bullding
Houston, Texas

Dear Nr, Foreman:

As General Canale is i11, I am writing for
him, Mr. Dwyer, and myself to express our sincerc
thanks and appreciation for your courtesy and coop-
eration with us in the recent hesaring involving
James Earl Ray. Your response under such a heavy
schedule was immediate, courteous and most helpful.

Fursuant to our telephone conversation, 1
have conferred with Criminal Court Clerk, snd as
soon as Judge Faquin's opinion is typed, a matter of
days, I will forward you a copy. anks sgain,

Yery truly yours,

J. CLYDE MASON

Assistant Attorney General
JCM:MEF
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Xr., Moss Lee Imnes,
c/o United Statsa Ezbasay,
OTTAMA, Ontarlo.

Re: Jozes Earl RAY

- - -

A national megazine will be publishira
varioug articles showing differest aspacts of the
Force's work in tha near futuare. ©One of the gubjl-cts
Wwilch willl be covered 1s that ol ccizendations given
to mexbers of the Force and we are conslderins
discassing very brlefly the coammendationa glve:n oo
the two members of the Force who partlolpated in
Jenes Earl BAY investigatlion.

2. Naturally 1f the BAY case 13 still betore
the courts 1n the United States or if any other le:-sl
action 1s intended or pending, we would not rele -2
this informatlion &r the defence could corntend th:a~
pablicity was detrimental to the cage.

3. Could you therefors let us know if s

case arising cut of the RAY case or the RAY ea=2 iz ~..
or will be heard in the United States; this will ..
include any intended appeal action by elther the dereice
or the prosecution.

b, As we zust rrovide the magzazine in question
with an early reply, your prompt attention to this
particular matter would be wuch appreclated.

e d i
_muED___Jr“';m
SEP
F=*

J.A. Hacauley, Insp.,
Asgistant Officer in Ct:rre,
Criminal Investigation Brarit.



A

STLRY CCUBTY JITL
Ysaphi g, Tennssses

February 12, 1969

Perey For:van, Tsn,,
Attornay 2t Law,
“emphis, Tennessas,

ey Fr, Toreman:

You have asred me to put 1o writing =y authorira-
ticn to you *¢ rerotiate a ples of zoilty ‘n the wurd er
cass rendins 1n [nelty County, Tennessee {¥emphis)} in vhich
I ar $nilctes For the murder of Martin Luther Firg. That 1a
the purpose of this letter.

T arprecizte *he ot that you hive stetcd you are
L1111ry to cernte3r this case through tre trial court and the
appellate ecourts of “ennesseg) ard, if necessary, te tta Zu-
pre~e fourt of the United Utates. Tut you huve teld =2 that
2 oepu23l 10 not nocesscrily syronymous rith & ocaverssl, and
:11»=13s ¥rew that.

¢ have, torether, &nalyzed the evi fance against
s 3rd both of us hyve eoncluded that it 15 1rpozeitle to coOne
trovert certata foo-tripatins frparprints, sdertifiz=tion,
n2 other cireumstiances. ‘e both belfevs gthut, ultimstely, a
trigl or trirls »{1l result in a firzl corviction, ent that
t>a alterrzte pun!sh-ants will bte :ither 1ife, nifncty-nine
¥Y273¥s In £ s —grndtent'ary or Zdesth in the elestets nhair,

T erefopa, this is my authority o you to narotiatg
a plea of ~ullty on iy h-half Ter z2ny to2 of years, dut with

“a waiver of the death ponalty. If you are succeas™d in doing

3%, I wlll eni-r such a pira 3t the cecavenlionea of the OOwd
ard 511 conca:rmel, TYou teve rrarantaed w2 that Af T 4o znter
such a plea, that the death penalty needs must be +aived and
that T +{1} not b. aentoenced to d2ath,

_freersly yours,

e %,w el iy




