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TRANSCRIPT OF POLICE
RADIO TRAFFIC

DEMONSTRATION MARCH
Memphis, Tennessee

Monday - November 3, 1969

~ MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION
COMMUNICATIONS BUREAL




kit dk bbbttty

MARCH PARTICIPANT LEAZERS

ik kk i it kbt ks

Dr. H. Ralph Jackson

Mr. Jesse Epps

Dr. Vasco Smith

Mrs. Maxine Smith

Reverend Ezekiel Bell
Reverend James Lawson
Reverend Malcolm Blackburn
Reverend James L. Smith
Councilman J. 0. Patterson, Jr.
Reverend Harold MiddTebrook
Reverend P. L. Rowe
Reverend Henry L. Starks
Mr. Joe Crittenden

Local Civil Rights teader
AFSQ¥E - Local

Yice-Fresident Local NAACP
Secretary-Treasurer Local NAACP
FPresident Local NAACP

AFSOME - Local

Youth Coordinator - NAACP

Business - Esso Station

Mr. Lance (Sweet Willie Wine) Watson Militant Leader

Mr. Leroy Strickland




TRANSMISSIONS TAXEN FROM THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEFPARTMENT RADIO
LOGS RELEYANT TO THE CEMONSTRATION MWARCH, NOVEMBER 3, 1959,

RADIO CALL LEGEND:

100
Charlie ]
200
X-200
201
202
212
174
01
302
303

601
Ida 1
Ida 2
ida 3
Ida 4
Echo 5
Echo 9

CAR NUMBERS AND OFFICERS:

Chief H. E. Lux

Chief Inspector Joe Gagliano

Captain J. F.Molnar

Patrolman W. L. Anton

Lt. M. T. York

Lt. D. W. Williams

Patrolman R. A. Lowry

Warrant Officer €. C. Ellison

Lt. Joe Collins (Motorcycle Officer)

Lt. Adrian Taylor {Mctorcycle Officer)

Lt. Marion Nichols (Motorcycle Officer)

Captain Glenn Moore {Helicopter)

Warrant Officer Larry Joe Cook

Inspector Don Smith

Detective Jerry Davis

Ptim. H. A. Embrey and Detective Mary Fowler
Patrolman Marrell McCullough

Lieutenant J. E.Bramlett and Detective J. Q. Sullivan
Lieutenant J. M. Prescott and Lieutenant J. W. Owen
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7:50 AM.

7:54 AM.

7:55 A.M,

8:00 A.M.

8:0t A.M.

8:03 A.N.

8:08 A.M.

8:10 A.M.

60t:

*Trere are :;;roxicately nina pickets

Tn front of Stafferd School on Cumings.”®

601:

“There are three pickets at Cumings School,

one on Bullington Street stopping the students

as they 9o into the school.”

601: "You have twelve pickets at the Riverview
School.*
601: “There is a black over green 67 or 68

Ford at the Riverview School, and it seems to

be going around checking on the pickets at

this location.*

601:

¥-4:

"You have five pickets at the Carver School.”

“There are four male Negro pickets at

Bocker T. Washington School."

X-1:

"The same condition prevails at Porter

School."

21:

"Special at Caldwell Schocl, 230 Henry Ave-

nue -- Have the Lieutenant meet us at this

location."

{Car 157 was dispatched to this location to

meet Car 21).

18:

"There are three or four pickets on the south

side of Snowden School on Parkway."

601:

X-5:

"There are five pickets at Manassas.”

*There are twelve pickets at Northside."”
“There are two pickets at Prospect.”




e —

8:13 A M.

8:15 A.M.

8:29 AM.

8:33 A.M.

8:35 A.M.

8:36 ANM.

B:36 AM.

8:33 A.M.

601: “There are five pickets at the Hyde
Park School.®

601: "There are eicht pickets at Cypress Jr.
High Schootl."

X-5: *We have information from a passing
motorist that there is a picket at Vollentine
School running the kids away from the School."

(601 was dispatched to Yolientine School to
check this information).

§: “Advise Car 157 that the principal at Alonzo
Locke School states he is going to close the
school, and they {4) stand by until the pickets
leave. The pickets are leaving at this time.”

50: “The pickets have left Prospect School.®

6Q01: “ There are four pickets on the Evergreen
Street side of Yollentine School.'

Dispatcher to Car 52: "At 2020 Alton at the

school, vandalism on the construction site."

601: *The pickets at Yollentire Schoel are
adults.”

601: “The pickets are leaving Yollentine
School at this time.®

Also at 8:38 A.M. Dispatcher to Cars 68 and 69:
“At Caldwell School at 230 Henry, there are
vandals on the north side of the school throw-
ing bricks through the windows. Car 21 is

in the Principal’s Office, and the Principal
advises he will prosecute anyone arrested for

the vandalism.™




8:40 AM.

8:41 A.M.

8:42 A.M.

8:44 A.M.

8:56 A.M.

9:00 A.M.

601: "There is a gray €adillac approximately
1961 or 62 mcdel at Northside High Schod)
being driven by a female Negro. She has been

making several schools, talking to the pickets.”

X-5: "The Cadillac is Yight blue fn color,
and is being driven by Xatie Sexton. She's
making all these schools.”

Car 5: "The pickets have left Tech High School.®

Dispatcher to 601: "0Did you read the information
on Caldwell School?

601: "Check, we are proceeding there now."

601: "There are four young male Negroes running
north from the school at this time. Three of
the young Negroes are now running back into

the schoel, and one is still going around the
north side of the school.”

X-21: "The four m2le Negroes checked out
2lright at Caldwell School, and that there is
na disturbance at the school at this tize.®
{Other cars dispatched to the Caldwell School
incident were disregarded by the Dispatcher).

601: “They've got about six groups with
abaut five to ten in a group 2round the Riverview
School at this time.®

601: "I am returning to the airport.®



9:10 A.M.

9:45 AM.

9:45 A.M.

9:52 A.M.

9:53 A.M.

9:54 A M.

9:56 A.M.

9:58 A.M.

10:00 A.M.

212: "They are arriving, a few at a time,

at the Ninimum Salary Building.*®

Car & "We have a large ¢rowd of demonstrators

leaving LeMoyne College going east on Walker
from the College.”

6: “This group is now going north through
LeMoyne Bardens.”

212: *Notify Station 403 that approximately
seventy-five to on2 hundred have gone inside

the Temple - slow progress.”

6: "The group is now north on Porter from

Provine.®

Dispatcher to Car 6: "The location of the

group - are they in the street?”

6: "No, 6, they are on the sidewalk."

Dispatcher to 6: "How many in the group?®

6: “Approximately over three hundred at this

time."

Ida 3: "The group is approaching Crump at this

time."

601: “"We are airborne at this time."

Car 6: "The group is west on Crump from Forter.®

6: "The group is north on McKinley from Crump,

and they are stopping traffic.”
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10:02 AM.

10:05 A.M.

10:08 A.M.

10:10 A.M.

10:13 A.M.

10:17 A.M.

10:22 A.M.

10:24 A.M.

10:25 A.M.

6: "The group appears to be between four

hundred and five hundred.”

§00: “"The growp that Car & had in sight is on

Phelan approaching Mississippi, and it appears

to be about three hurdred in number, and there

js another group of about twenty-five or thirty
approaching Lauderdale just south of Yance.®

600: “The group is marth on Mississippl
appreaching Porter Jr. High School.”

§00: *“This group has turmed back east on Georgia
Street: they are on the west side of the street.
Apparently they are going to go down and wind
through the housing project.”

601: "They are east on Georgia approaching

Orleans; some of them are in the street.”
§00: "They are west on St. Paul from Orleans.”

600: "They are crossing Lauderdale at St. Paul

and are blocking traffic.”

§00: "They are south on Lauderdale con the west
<ide of the street and are tuming west through
the housing project north of Georgia, going towards

Mississippi Boulevard.®

212: "Advise Station 408 that they are still
arriving in small groups, and there are approx-
jmately two hundred fifty to three hundred inside

and outside of the building."
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10:26 AM.

10:29 A.M.

10:31 A.M.

10:36 A.M.

10:37 AM.

10:42 A.M.

10:45 A.M.

10:48 A.M.

10:51 A.M.

600: “Thay are northon Mississippl approaching

Danny Thomas.

600: *The group 1s crossing Mississippl going

west, apparently crossing to Calhoun.®

600: “The crowd is scuth on Fourth froa

Calhoun."”

600: *“The group §s now going south on Fourth
approaching Georgia.”®

600: “Still south on Fourth Strest from
Georgia, apparently going to the housing project
at Crump and Fourth."

I1da 1: *There are three hundred and seventy-
four in the group that is going scuth on Fourth
at Crump.”

600: They are south on Fourth at Crump at this
time."™
174 in service.

600: "They are going back east into the housing
project from Fourth Street towards Mason Street."”

600: "They are now north behind LaRose School
approaching Crump at this time. There appears
to be about seven hundred at this time.®

600: *This group turned back on Crump and ncw

they are turning north on Wellington.®
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10:51 A.M. (cont'd)

10:55 AM.

10:59 A.M.

11:00 A.M.

11:04 AM.

11:04 A.M.

11:05 A.M.

11:07 A.M.

11:10 A.M.

1da 1: "This growp s blecking traffic and

walking against the 1Hght.” They are

walking west at Crump.®

60Q0: “"The growp is north on [anny Thomas
approaching Georgia. They are begirning tc
straggle a little at this time. There are

about efght hundred.”

§00: ™ They are north on Danny Thomas approaching

Mississippi.”

600: "They are crossing Mississippi at Danny

Thomas, and they are blecking traffic.”

1da 2: “They are row beginning to get their
Marshall's together, and they have grange ar®

bands."”

200 to 100: "201 just stated to me that this group
that is north on Danny Thomas, being led by
Orlando Wormsley and Tom Nelson, are proceeding
north on Thomas, heading in the direction of

the Temple, and they are singing and chanting."
§00: "“They are west on Yance from Danny Thomas.®
200 to 100: “This growp is made up mainly of
teenagers.”

§00: "The group at Fourth and Yance is still

going west.”

Ida 2: "The group that has been marching is now

arriving at the Temple.®
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11:10 AM.

11:11 A.M.

11:12 ANM.

11:12 AM.

11:14 A.M.

11:15 A.M.

11:17 AN,

11:20 AM.

11:22 AM,

11:23 A.M.

11:24 A.M,

20d: "Have a Motorcycle meet me at Linden

and Hemando."

Ida 1: "The end of this group 1s at Fourth and

Yance.”

Ida 2 to 200: “They are moving this growp on
uwp towards Linden."”

200: *I am turming the traffic east and west
on Linden from Hernando until the Motorcycle

Officer arrives.”

200: "Have a Motorcycle Officer go to Beale and
Hernarido and cut the traffic off at this time."®

Motor 316: "I am cutting the traffic at Thivd
and Linden now."”

200: “Notify 100 that the indications are
at this time that there will be near two thousand
participants."”

Ida 2 to 200: “The other grow is beginning to

come out of the Church and form in the street.”

I1da 2: 'We have a group in front of the Clayborn
Temple, which is the BSA from Memphis State, and
they are carrying a sign which has BSA and a big
black hand*{The Black Power Sign}.

Ida 2: "They are still coming out of the Temple.”

600: “We are airborme at this time.”
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11:25 AM.

11:27 A.M.

11:28 A.M.

11:29 A.M.

Ida 2: "They are agparently all cut of the

Temple now."®

200 to Ida 2: “how far back do they go?°®

Ida 2 to 200: “To Yance."®

200 to Ida 2: "Can you tell if any of them
are lined up on Pontotoc on either side of
Hernando?"

1da 2 to 200: "I will check."

Ida 2 to 200: “Negative on that information = they

are not lined up on Pontotoc.®

200: "Some of the Leaders are coming to the
head of the march. Some of them are holding
a large blve and gold banner, which reads
NAACP YOUTH AND COLLEGE DIVISION.

They are Mr. Jesse Epps, Reverend Ezekiel Bell,
Reverend Rowe, Reverend Starks and Rev. Swees Smith."”

600: "They are backed up past Yance and are
blocking traffic at Yance and Hernando."®

200 to 100: "Mr. Jesse Epps just stated to

me that they will march down Hermando to Beale,

west on Beale to Main, north on Main to in front

of City Hall where they will have speeches.

will return fellowing the same route to Clayborn

Temple, but after they reach Clayborn Temple

after the initial march is over, they are going

to return and march on the sidewalks."
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11:29 A.K. {cont'd}

11:31 AM.

11:33 AM.

11:34 A M.

11:36 A.M.

T1:37 ALK,

17:38 AM.

11:39 AM.

600: * Place a Motercycle Officer at Third

and Yance to cut the eastbound traffic.”

Ida 2 to 100: *"None of the national figures

are in this march.®

600: "You have two people on top of the
First National Bank Building at Third and
Monroe.*

200 to 100: "Most of the Leaders are at the
front of the march right now at Linden and

Hernando having a discussion with each other.®

200 to all Motor Men: °"A black vinyl over
maroon Cadillac will be at the front of the
march, and a black vinyl over maroon Malibou
will be at the rear of the march.”

Ida 2 to 100: *They are trying to get the march

six abreast.”

600: "Advise the Motorcycle Officer at Third
and Yance not to tum any traffic east.”®

200: "They are moving on Hernando from Lirnden.
There are about two thousand."

100 to 200: "Are they pretty well organized

and marching six or eicht abreast?®

200 to 100: "They are bunched up back toward the
Temple. The front is moving out pretty well

organized, about six abreast.”
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11:40 A M.

11:41 A.M,

11:44 AN,

11:45 AM.

11:47 AM.

11:48 AM.

11:50 A.M.

11:51 A.M.

11:52 AM.

11:56 A.M.

11:56 A.M.

11:58 A.M.

12:00 Noon

600 :

"These marchers are spacing ovt. There

aregoirg to be approximately five thousand

participants in the march.”

201 to 200: “They are spacing them out about

ten yards azpart.”

200:

*"The front of the march is west on

Beale from Hermando."

600:

*The march is going to be well strung out.

There {5 as much as twenty-five to fifty yards

between some of the marchers.®

ida 2:

"At Beale and Hermando we have two young

male Negroes carrying the Invader Flag, and an

American Flag."

200:

201:

200:

201:

201:

200:

reach Main and Beale and spacing them out, and

instructing them to go at a slower pace.”

200 to 100: "I have just received information that
both Dr. H. Ralph Jackson and Mr. Jesse Epps made

"The march 15 west on Beale from Third."

"The end of the march is at Pontotoc.®

*The front of the march is at Second and Beale.®

*The end of the march is still at Pontotoc.”

"cut the traffic on Main at this time."

“The march is north on Main from Beale.”

"The end of the march is still on Pontotoc.”

"They are stopping the marchers as they
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12:00 Noon {cont'd} statements shortly before the march that they

are going to defy the telegram. *
100 to 200: “What is your source of fnformation?®
200 to 10G: "The News Media.®

12:01 P.M. 202: *1200 marchers have gone north on Hernando.
They are still backed up to Pontotoc.®

12:02 P.M: Ida 2: “They are still spreading the marchers

approximately ten feet apart at Main and Beale.*

200: "The front of the march §s at Majn and
Gayoso."

- 12:06 P.M. Dispatcher to 200: “"Clarify your last statement

in reference to the telegran.®

200 to Dispatcher: "I received information that
Mr. Jesse Epps and Dr. H. Ralph Jackson made the
statement to two individuals connected with the
News Media before the march started, that they

are going to defy the telegram they received last
night."*

12:06 P.M. 200: “One lone male Negro is walking on the
sidewalk on the east side of Main Street staying
abreast of the lead of the march. HKe is wearing

asign."

12:09 P.M. Ida 2: "They are still stopping the march at

Main and Beale, spreading them out with six abreast.”

200: “"The front of the march is at Main and Union.®
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12:09 P.M. (cont'd)

12:11 P.M.

12:12 P.M.

12:13 P.NM.

12:14 P.M.

12:15 P.M.

12:17 P.M.

Ida 2: "We have Willie Wine and his growp at
Main and Beala, beginning to werk outside the

1lires north of tha intersection.”

200 to 202: "Has the end of the march moved

out yet?®
202 to 200: “Negative."

Ida 3: “MWe are at Second and Beale. We'vae
Jjust been hit by 2 rock on the rear of the

car. The situation 15 calm at this time.™

Car 24: "There isa grouwp of mle Negroes
going north on Fourth Street from Linden,

They are checking places of business, and
shouting."”

200 to Motorcyle Officers on Main Street

in front of the march: "Dr. H. Ralph Jackson
will be in the black over maroon Cadillac that
is going to City Hall, and he will return soon

in the same car on Main Street."

202: "1800 have gone north on Hernando and they
are still backed wp to Pontotoc.”

Ida 2: “The march is now beginning to catch wp

and get connected.”

200: “The front of the march is at Main and

Monroe."

Ida 2: "At Main and Union they are beginning to
spread the march out again.*®
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12:18 P.M.

12:20 P.M.

12:21 P.M.

12:27 P.M.

12:28 P.M.

12:31 P.M.

200: “The front of the March is at Main
and Madison.”

Tact 18: “We have information from a passerby
who states there are several male Negroes at
Front and Riverside shaking the Parking Meters."

{Six hundred has checked this out and there 1is
nothing to it).

200: "The froant of the march has stopped on
Main north of Madison."”

Ida 4- to Ida 2: *"Willie Wine and his group are
north on Main from thion.®

Ida 2 to Ida 4: "I have them under observatioa."”

200
from South Court."

"The front of the march is north on Main

L)

202: "2400 have gone north on Hernando from Linden,
and they are still backed wp to the Minimam Salary
Buiiding.®

200: "The front of the march is at Main and
Jefferson."

200: "There is a2 white male that appears to have
been drinking,in the front of the march,with Lance
Watson.®

Eche 5: “"There isa group south on Main from Monroe
trying to recruit members going southbourd with
the flag.®
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12:33 P.M.

12:34 P.M.

12:35 P.M.

12:37 P.M.

12:39 P.M.

12:42 P.M.

12:43 P.M.

12:44 P.M.

600: "The group with the Black Powzr Flag

and the American Flag, abcout six in number, are
at Main and Gayoso at this time.®

200: “Tre front of the march is at Main and

Adams.*

201: "The end of tlemarch is leaving Linden
at this time."

202: "There is an estimate count of 2,900 - There
is a Marshal by the name of William Simmons who is
telling them to take their time; that we have
until 10:00 tonight."

202: "At the end of the march there will be a
light blue metallic Cadiltac, License JM 5G11."

200: “The marchers are arriving at City Haill
at this time."

Ida 2: "The marchers are making remarks to the
people that are trying to cross the street on
Main Street.”

202: "The end of the march is west on Beale

from Hernando."

600: "There are Tive people on the building at
Front and Union; we will g0 lower and ask them

to leave."

600: "The people have 1eft the roof at Front

and Union.”

600: "Have a car check three people on the third
floor parking ramp of the 100 North Main Building.®
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12:46 P.M. Ica 2: "There is a rmale N2zro standirg in

front of the 100 North Mafn Building Liquor
Store with a2 club in his kand, Have a

Uniform Qfficer meet me at this location."”

200 to Ida 2: "My partner is on the way

to meet you there now."

12:47 P.NM. 600: “Is there a car en route to the 100

North Main Building Garage to check out
the subjects on the roof?”

Dispatcher to 600: “"Car 1 is on the way."

600: "There are now four subjects on the
northwest comer of the parking area, and

three on the southwest cormer.®

Ida 2: "Two Uniform Officers have moved the

male Negro off the street, and also have

the stick.”

302: “Release traffic north on Third Street.”

12:43 P.M. Ida 1 to Charife 1: "Have some men placed

on the top parking deck of the 100 North
Main Building."

X-200 to 200: “The Motorcycle Officers have

that male Negro in custody. Do you want him

locked up?™

200 to X-200: *"Take him to the station and
check him out."”
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12:48 P.M.(cont'd)

12:49 P.M.

12:50 P.M.

12:52 P.M.

12:53 P.N.

12:54 P.M

12:43 P.A.

12:55 P.M.

200 to X-200{continued}. "Get him out of

this area, out of the sight of th2 marchers."

Charlie 1 to Ida 1: “There is a man en route
to the Parking Garage roof at the 100 North
Main Building."®

600: "There are some people on the roof but

they are Teaving.”

202: "About twenty-five marchers have left the
main group on Beale, and should be on Main

Street at this time."

03 to 302: "If you have any unassigned Motorcycle

Officers, move them to Main Street.”

200 to Dispatcher: ™Is there any interference
on the radio. 1 am experiencing some type of

interference."

Dispatcher to 200: “To our knowledge we ar2 not
experiencing any difficulty at this time.*®

600: “There is a cne block gap in the march on

Main between Monrce and Union.™

Dispatcher to 200: “The Radio Technicians state
that the radio difficulty is something Tocalized

in his (200's) area."”

202 to 200: "Reverend James Lawson has just joined

the march at the end, and is on Beale Street between

Main and Second."

302: “Release traffic on Second Street.®




Page -18-

12:56 P.M.

12:57 P.M.

12:58 P.M.

12:58 P.M.

12:59 P.M.

1:00 P.M.

1:01 P.M.

1:02 P.M.

202 to 201: *Cid you check out the white male
with the rifle and shetgun in front of York Arms
sporting 600ds Storei”

201 to 202: “Affirmative.®

Ida 2: “We have a group of ten to fifteen drifting
south on Main Street from City Hall.®

200: "The marchers are arriving at City Hall
in groups at this time."”

202: *The rear of the march is north on
Main from Beale.”

1da 4 to Ida 1: °"Willie Wine and several other
Negroes are going south on Main from Union.®

202 to 200: “The black vinyl over red Malibou
with Tennessee License 8J 3370 has taken up at

the rear of the march.”

600: "There is a group east on Beale from Second,

twenty to thirty in number.”®

200: "Tre marchers arriving at City Hall at

this time are very scattered, and very few are
arriving at a time; not more than six or eight
to the group, and that a groupof about fifty male
Negro teenagers have left in front of City Hall
and are going south on Main in the street from

Adams at this time."®

600: “The group south on Main from Adams is

on the east side of the street."




1:05P.M.

1:06 P.M.

1:07 P.M.

100 to 200: “"Release the traffic.”®
200 to 100: "Check, we z2re just oing to keep

Main blocked off from Adans to Poplar.®

202: "The rear of the parch is north on Main from
Union."

600: “The grouwp that was south on Main in the
street has moved cver to the sidewalk, and they
are still southbound.”

Ida 4 to ida 1: "“Willie Wine and his growp are
headed north on Main from Union.™

Echo 9: "There is a large group of male Negrves
gathered in front of the Liquor Stere on Main,
south of Adams, and quite a few of them have gone
inside, and it appears they are trying to get
them out of the store.®

200 to Echo 9: *There are some Officers en

route to check that situation.”

The owner has just shut the door and put uwp a
*Closed” sign. {At the Liquor Store).

X-200 to 100: "“The male Negro that was standing
in front of the 100 North Main Building checked
out 0.X. through the Bureau of Identification.®

200 to- X-200: "0.X., meet me back at the front
of the march.”

200: "The marchers are still arriving at City

Hall in very small groups.”




1:08 P. M.

1:09 P.M.

1:10 P.M.

T1:11 P.M.

1:13 P.M.

800: "Have a car check the crowd in the alley
on the south side of the 100 North Main Building."®

Echo 9 to 600: *We will check that group "

202 to 200: “Tra Marchals are going to the
sidewalk on the west sids of Main by Court

Square, and are also ging into some of the

stores.”

200 to 202: *Q0.K."

600 to 200: *There are about seventy-five
in groups of about five or ten that are going
back south on Hain on the stdewalk, and

apparently they are not going to make the return
march.”

Echo 9 to 200: *“The alley on the south side
of the 100 North Main Building is clear.”

Ida 4: "Can you have 2 car check a male Negro

who is carrying a black Liberation Flag. He

was seen to enter the Cotton Row Cafe with a

bottle of rags. The €afe is located in the

alley between Monroe and Union off of Front Street."”

200 to Tact 13: "Pulj up to Second and Adams
and stand by."

200 to Tact 16: *"Pull Up to Second and Washington
and stand by."

200 to Tact 17: "Have one unit check out the
subject at the Cotton Row Cafe.”

202: *"The end of the march is at City Hall.*
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1:13 P.M.

1:16 P.M.

1:19 P.M.

1:20 P.M.

1:21 P.M.

1:27 P.M.

{cont'd)

Tact 13 and Tact 16 to 200: “"Wa are on

location.®
200 to 202: “What is your location?®
202 to 200: “Main, south of Adams."

200 to 202: "Have the marchers crossed north

across Adams?®

202 to 200: “No, not entirely, 1t seems the
Leaders of the march cannot control them too
well. There are quite a few Teaving and

a few just milling 2round."

200 to 202: “*Is the street clear south of

you?"

202 to 200: “Affirmative. They can release the
traffic now. They can 21so release traffic

on Adams.“

100 to 600: “Stay clear of the speaking area at

this time."
600 to 100: "Check, we are at the downtowa airport.”

Tact 17 to 200: "The subject at the Cotton Row
Cafe checks out 0.K."

200 to 100: “We have a crowd estimate of 3,900."

Ida 1 to Ida 4: "Stay in the area of City Hall

in the event you are needed.®

200 to 100: “Reverend Malcolm Blackburn advised

me a few minutes ago that the Public Address system
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1:27 P.M.{cont'd)

1:31 P.NM.

1:32 P.M.

1:34 P.M.

1:36 P.M.

1:47 P.M.

1:53 P.M.

2:14 P.M.

2:24 P.M.

2:30 P.M.

2:33 P.M.

has broken down,and they are getting a re-
placerent for 1t now. They will have to hold
up on the speeches.”

Ida 4: "There are groups of thirty to forty
south on Main Street.®

Ida 1 to Ida 3: ®"6Go ahead arnd record that

if you can."

Ida 1 to 200: ™I have {nformation that some
damage has been done in City Hall at the
Concession Stand.™

200 to Tact 14: "Send several men to the lobby
of City Hall to check the cusplaint.®

200 to 100: “teroy Strickland is speaking to
the group at this time."

Echo 6: "Have a Ward Car meet us at Main and

Madison. We have one to g to Headquarters.®

Ida 4 to Ida 1: "Bill Smith has just gone south

on Main."

200 to 100: "Did you hear the statement by

Reverend Lawson?"

100 to 200: “Affirmative.”

Ida 1 to Ida 4: "Fick me up at Main and Acams"
200: “They have formed up on Main at Adams and
the Leaders are coming to the front."

200: *The front of the march is south on Main

from Adams.”




2:38 P.M.

2:44 P. M.

2:47 P.M.

2:483 p. M.

2:53 P_M.

2:54 P.M.

2:58 P.M.

203: *"The front of the march is at Main and
Court."

600: “Airborne.*

200: "The front of the march is at Main and
Madison."

202: "Stil1l in front of City Hall.*

Echo 6: *A growp 2t Main and Madison are chanting,
"We built 1t w, we will turn it down.®

202 :
Adams.

“The rear of the march is south on Main from

200: "“The front of the march 1s approaching
Monroe.

326: "A grouwp of male Megroes have come out of

the alley at Court and November 6th Street, and

are joining the march.*

200: "The front cf the march is at Main and
Union."

202: “The rear of the march is at Main anc

Jefferson.”

Dispatcher to 2ll Echo Units: “You are to hold

your positions until notifiad.*®

600: “You have a heavy volume of traffic on

Second Street from Beale to Poplar.™

200: *“The front of the march is at Main and
Gayoso.*
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2:58 P.M. {cont'd)

3:02 P.M.

3:04 P.M.

3:05 P.M.

3:05 P.M.

202: "The rear of the march is at Main and

North Court.®

200 to 600: "Can you check a male white on the

roof of the Perel & Lowenstein building?®
600 to 200: “Check."”

200 to 600; “I believe they are working on 2

sign on the roof.

600 to 200: “They are working on a sign on
the building.”

600 to 200: ™ Can you check two female whites
rurning south on Main Street on the west side

in front of the Lowe's State Theatre?”

Echo 1: "These subjects are just attempting to

cross the street, and everything is 0.K.*"
200: "The front of the march is at Main ard McCall.®™
202: "The rear o the march isat Main and Madison."

600: “There is a group of about fifty garged up
in front of the Strand Theatre, and have tha

march stopped.”
200 to 600: "I am checking that now."
600: "This group has stcpped the march again.®

200 to 600: *I am approaching the group now with
Dr. H. Ralph Jackson and Reverend Malcelm Blackburn.®

600: “"They are now moving south on Main Street

again.”

200: “Dr. H. Ralph Jackson, Reverend Harold

Middlebrook and Mrs. Maxinez Smith are getting back
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3:05 P.M. {cont'q)

3:06 P.M.

3:07 P.N,

3:10 P.NM.

3:12 P.M,

into the mirch. Trey were shouting at some of

the shoppers on the sidewalk.®

200: "“The group is TVing on now, approaching
Beale."

Echo 3 to 200: "Mrs. Maxine Smith and Dr.

Yasco Smith have dropped out of the march in front
of Goldsmith's,"

200: "The front of the march is east on Beale
from Main."

202: “Main and Union."

200: "The front of the march is at Second and

Bezle."

600 to 200: “*There is a group of about twenty-five
that have broken of f and are coming back up to

Secord and Beale, and the march has stopped again at
Second and Beale.®

200 to 600: "Check, I ses them.”

600 to 200: “The march has started again, and the

group has joined in with them."

200 to 600: “"“Check. Dr. H. Ralph Jacksor is with
this group now.*®

200: “The front of the march is at Third and

Beale.®

202: “The rear of the march is still at Main and
Union.*®
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3:14 P.N.

3:19 P.M.

3:21 P.M,

3:23 P.M.

3:24 P.M.

3:28 P.M.

3:30 P.M.

200: "The front of the march 1s south on

Hernando from Beale.*

202: "The rear of the march is approaching

Bayoso."
202: "The rear of the march 1s east on Beale."

302 to Motorcycle Officers: “Tum the traffic
loose at Main and Linden."

202: "The end of the march is at about Secord
Street. We are hanging back near the end
with Rev. James Lawson and tweaty-five or thirty

renegades.”
200: "They are arriving at the Temple."“

302 to Motorcycle Officers: “Release the traffic

on Second Street.”

600: "As they reach the Temple, a good ma1y are

Teaving the area.”

200 to 302: "Keep the traffic away from Beale
and Hemando. They are ganged up in the street

at that location.™

200: "The march has arrived at Clayborn Temple,

and they are grouped all out in the street.®

Ida 2: "Some of the marchers are gaing into the

Temple.*®

302 to Motorcycie Officers; "Pelease the traffic

at Fourth and Linden.”




3:36 PN,

4:16 P.M.

4:36 P.M.

4:43 P.M.

4:46 P.M.

4:53 P.M.

4:54 P.M.

600: "Returning to the airport.”

Dlspatcher to Tact Units 15 through 26:

“You are to stand by at your present location.®

200: “They are lining up 1a front of the
Temple carrying sfgns.®

200: “They are moving out north on Hermando
from Linden on the sidewalk, two abreast.

They are observing the traffic signals. There
are approximately four hundred and are being
Ted by Rev. Malcolm Blackburn, Rev. Ezekie)

Bell, Mrs. Maxine Smith, Mr. Joe Crittenden
and Mr. Jesse Epps.*

202 to 200: “There are about three hundred
and twenty-five north on Hernando. The rest
are staying in the Temple.®

202: “They are disregarding the traffic
light at Second and Beale.®

200 to 202: "Is one of the leaders at the end
of the marchi"

202 to 200: “I cannot see any of the Leaders."”

200 to 202: “Rev. Malcolm Blackburn is on the way

back there."”

200 to 100: “Councilman J. 0. Patterson joined the

groeup on Beale just east of Main and talked to
them for 2 few minutes. They are now headed north

on Mzin from Beale on both sides of the street on
the sidewalk."




4:56 P.M.

4:57 P. M.

4:59 P.M.

5:01 P.M.

5:02 P.M.

202 to 200: “They have picked up support on
both sides of the strest, and they now

nurber approximately three hundred.”

201 to 200: “They are walking about four ahreast
on the sidewalk at Main and Beale."

200 to 201: “They are lining them up single
file once they get on Main Street."

201 to 200: "They are on Main Street now."

200 to 201 and 202: “If Rev. Malcolm Blackburn
is back there, bring this to his attenticn.™
200 to 201 & 202: “Mr. Jesse Epps has told
Rev. Malcolm Blackburmn to straighten this

out. They are getting them out of the street
where they are blocking, and they are going to
line them up single file.”

202 to 200: “They are two and three abreast
on the east side of Main."

201 to 200: “They are walking against the 1ight
at Main and Gayoso."

202 to 200: "They've got the east side of the
sidewalk corpletely blocked."

200 to 202: "“Are the ones that have the sidewalk
blocked just a few at the end of the march?"

202 to 200: “Check, there are about seventy-five

of them."




5:08 P.N.

5:09 P.M.

3:13 P.NM.

5:14 P.M,

5:15 P.M.

5:16 P.M.

5:17 P.M.

202 to 200: “They are continuing four abreszst

at Main aad Unicn.®

200: "The front of the marchers are approaching
Monroe. *

200: “The fact that they 2re marching four
abreast has been brought to the attention of Mr,

Jesse Epps, and he, Epps, said that he will see
that it 1s straightenad cut.*

202 to 200: “Evidently Mr. Jesse Epps' emissary
is back here with us {n front of King's Furs,

and they are completely ignoring hin."

201 to 200: “Wa'ye Just received a complaint from

one of the shoppers that there is a ot of profanity
Up 2nd down the line."

200: *Are the extra cars stfll on station?*®
Dispatcher to 200: "Affirmative.®

200: "Some of the marchers are shouting right

into people's faces."

100 to 200: "Tell the Leaders if thay continue
to shout in people’s faces, and we can catch

them, we will make arrests.”

200 to 100: "Mr. Jesse Epps has been informed
of this.®

200 to Cars 274 through 219: "Attach yourselves

to Tact Units and cruise Main Strest,routire”




5:18 P.M.

5:21 P.M.

5:22 P.M.

5:22 P.M.

5:29 P.M,

5:31 P.M,

5:36 P.M.

5:43 P.M.

5:43 P.M.

5:44 P M.
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202 to 200: "Trey are blocking Main and North
Court."

202 to 200: “Threy are crossing over at Jefferson.”
200: "They are also crossing over at Adams.®

202 to 200: “"We've just had a few cross over at

Jefferson.®

201 to 202: “Do you see that group in behind
you on the right?"

202 to 201: “Check, there are about four of them
running up and down the street.”

203: “The front of the march is south on Main

from Adams.®

200: "“The front of the march is sotth on Main

from Court."”
600: "Airborne."

200: “The front cf the march is at Main and

Union."

200: “"The front of the march is at Main and
McCatt."

200 to 100: "Mr. Jesse Epps has stated to me
that they are on the way back to the Texple,

ard they have no more plans for tonight."

100 to the Echo Units: "As the end of tha

march passes you, report to Headquarters.”




5:456 P.M.

5:52 P.M.

5:52 P.M.

5:54 P.M.

5:55 P.M.

5:59 P.M.

6:02 P.M.

. 6:04 P.M.

6:08 P.M.

6:22 P.M.

6:25 P.M.

6:31 P.M.

200: "The front of the march {s east on Beale

from Main."

200: *Tre front of the march is at Third and

Eeale.”

200: "The rear of the march is at Main and

Beale."

200: “The front of the march is scuth on

Hernando from Reaje."

200 to the 200 cars in the Loop Area: ‘"Continue

cruising in the Loop Area. You do not have to

come down cn Hernando."®

200: “They are arriving back at the Temple.®
200 to 202: “Your location now?"

202 to 200: “We are arriving at the Temple.®
600: “Returning to theairport.®

200: "The area here is clearing out."

Dispatcher to all Extra Cars: “Return to
your assigned territories, and at 7:00 P.F.-

report to Armour Station.”

Dispatcher to all 9:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M.

Lema Cars: "Cruisze your assigned districts.”™

Dispatcher to all Cars: “You are to resume

your rormal assigrned frequencies.®




TRANSCRIPT OF POLICE
RADIO TRAFFIC

DURING

DEMONSTRATION MARCH

Memphis, Tennessee

Monday - October 27, 1969

MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION ‘E
COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU .




TRANSMISSIONS TAKEN FROM THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT RADIO
LOGS RELEVANT TO THE DEMONSTRATION MARCH, OCTOBER 27, 1969.

RADIO CALL LEGEND: EAR NUMEERS AND OFFICERS:
100 Chief H. E. Lux

200 Captain J. F.Molrar

202 Lt. D. W. ¥fll{ams

601 Warrant Officer Larry Joe Cock {Helicopter)
Ida 2 Detective J. C. Dayis

03 Lt. Marion Nichols (Motorcycle)

317 Patrolman G.N. Beastey




Page |

4:19 P.M,

4:24 P.M.

4:25 P.M.

4:30 P.M,

4:34 P.K,

4:40 P.M,

4:48 P. M.

4:43 P.N.

4:52 P.M.

Dispatchar to Tact 15 through 20: "Take wp

your positions for tra march.®

Ida 2 to 200: "Can you cut the traffic; they're
starting to come cut of the Temple now."®

200 to Ida 2: “Check."”
200: “They're lining uwp at this time."

200: "They're Tining up in the street at this
time. They have not started to move out yet.
There are approximately 600 participants.®

200: *"They are north on Hernando.”
200: "They are west on Beale from Hernando."

200 to 202: “Are you still at Linden and

Hernando?*
202 to 200: “Check."™

202 to 200: “There are about 468 forming a line
about twenty feet apart."

200 to 202: "0.K.*
200: "The march is north on Main from Beale."

X-158: "What route will the buses follow during
the march?"

Dispatcher to X-158: "The buses will use Front
Street, Second Street and Third Strest.”

202: “The rear of the march is west on Beale."

i
:
!




4:55 P.M.

4:57 P.M.

5:03 P.M.

5:06 P.M.

5:07 P.M.

5:08 P.M.

5:11 P.M.

lema 1 to Lema 3: “"Report to Second and Exchange

on your assignrent.”
Lema 3 to Lema 1: *0.K.®
Ida 2 call Station 424.

200: “The front of the march is at Main and
Unfon.*®

Ida 2 to 200: “There is a big gap in the march

on Main at Gayoso."

202 to 200: “They are slowing down the rear
pertion of the march on Beale at Main on purpose.
It is dragging real slow."

202: "The end of the march is north on Main from

Beale."

200: "The front of the march is at Main and

Jefferson.*
202: “The end of the march is at Main and Gayoso.™

200 To Motorcycle Officers: “Cut off the traffic
at Main and Poplar.®

100: “Can you put some cars down on Front Street

and see if you can clear up some of this traffic?"

200 to all Motorcycle Officers: *The march will not
stop in front of City Hall. They are going to turn
west on Adams from Main going to Front Street; 9o

north on Front Street to Poplar; east on Poplar to

Main and continue south on Main."
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5:1 P.N. (cont'd)

5:12 P.M.

Dispatcher to 303: "Do you have any extra

Motercycle Officers that you can put on Freat

Street to move the traffic?*

33 to Dispatcher: "They are al) up here
trying to handle the traffic.®

Dispatcher to Tact 11: "Spread Your men out on

Front Street and move the traffic through thke
Tights."

200: "The front of the march is west on Adams
from Main, approaching Front."”

100 to 200: “They have the podium set wp in front
of City Hall.*

200 to 100: “They have just told me that they
are not going to stop at City Hall and have any
speeches. That once they circled City Hall, they

would continue south on Main from Poplar.®
202: “The rear of the march is at Main and Union."

601 to 200: “"There is a lot of traffic on Front

Street that needs to be moved before the marchers
gat there.®

Dispatcher to 317: ""Move the traffic on the
west side of City Hall before the merchers arrive,
and cut traffic at Front and Poptar. The marchers

will be coming north on Front to Poplar, east on

Poplar and then south cn Main Strest.®
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5:14 P.M.

5:16 P.M.

8:17 P.M.

5:19 P.M.

5:12 P.M. (cont;d)

Dispatcher to Tact 14: "Pull uvp to Front and

Poplar and assist 317 with the traffic.®

200: "The front of tke march is north on

Front from Adams.*

100 to 601: “Check the traffic situation and

advise the best routes to have 1t moved.”
601 to 100: "0.K."

601: “There is a lot of traffic coming off of
Riverside Drive on to Front Street. That traffic
needs to be stopped at Promenade. It appears
that that will alleviate ths conjection.”

200 to 601: "We have 2 man there now cutting the

traffic.”

200: “They are leaving the street at this time
going through the plaza at City Hall, and going
north around City Hall. They are up on the

plaza.

§1: *There is 2 lot of traffic on Second Street.
Have it turned east to Danny Thomas Street to

relieve the situation.”™

Dispatcher to Tact 13 and Tact 16: "Put one

man out of each Tact Unit on Second Street and tum

the traffic eastbound to Danny Thomas Street.”

200: “They will not have any speeches. They

will continue south on Main from City Hall.*®



5:22 P.M.

5:25 P. M.

5:30 P.M.

200 to 202: “"Your locaticn at this time.”

202 to 200: “Main znd Court.”

200: " I reced a ran to cut this traffic at
Main and Adams. There 2re several cars coming

through.®

303 to 200: "I will have an officer cut the

traffic at Main and Adams.®

200: "The marchers have stopped at Main and

Adams at this time."

200 to Car 3: "You will have to come west on
Adams to make your complaint call to the 100

North Main Building, as Adams Street is completely
blocked.

200: "The front of the march is south on Main

from Adams.”

Tact 11: "We have men at Front and Madison, Front
and Court and Riverside and Front. We are going
to be out of the car trying to tum this traffic.”

202 to 200: “You can let the traffic mve on
Front Streat now. A1l these people have cleared

the stest and are around City Hall.”®

Dispatcher to Tact 14 and 317: "You can release

the traffic at Front and Poplar at this time.®

Dispatcher to 601: “Check the traffic on Third
Street and see if we can let it proceed north

instead of turning it east.®
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5:30 P.M.{cont"d)

5:31 P.M.

5:37 P.M.

5:42 P.M.

200: “"The front of the march is at Main and

Madison."™

601: “Traffic on Third Strect is not nearly

as conjested as the traffic on Second Street.

[f you can have some officers on the cormers
turn the southbound traffic on Second Street,
eastbound on almost any of the intersecting
streets, and have this traffic go east as far

as Danny Thomas Boulevard, 1t will relieve the
situation. You have complete stoppage of traffic
for about three blocks on Second Street from
Adams to Union.”

Dispatcher to Tact 16: ®Cut the traffic
eastbound at Second and Washington."®

Dispatcher to Tact 20: "Move one unit to Second

and Monroe and divert traffic to the east."”

601: “Traffic on Third Street is heavy, but it

is moving."®

200: "The front of the march is south on Main

approaching Union.®

201 to 200: "At the end of the march, they are

spreading out to about thirty yards between groups.®

200 to 201: *0.K. on the information. They are

slowing down up front, also.”

200: "The latest information that I have is that

they will go east on Beale from Main."®




5:45 P.M. 200: “The front of the March is scuth on

Main from Baycso.™

202: "Dispatch two pen to the Garage at the 100
Korth Main Buildirg. There are several people
ue there.”

202 to 601: "Come over and obserwthe roof at
100 North Main Building.™ (Parking Garage)

601 to 202: "“There is a car on top now driving
around, and does not have any lights turmed

on at this time. It is a white car."

217 to 202: °“Will check the Garage at 100 North
Main Building.”

5:47 P.M. 200: *“The front of the march has stopped on
Main just north ofMcCall. There is about a

one block gap in the middle of the march.®

801 to 217: “Another car has just pulled out on
the 100 North Main Building Parking Garage. It
is at the northeast corner and people are sitting

in the car."”

202 to 217: "NWe are not interested in the people
in the cars. Just those leaning out over the

edge of the building.”

601 to 217: "There are not any peoh]e leaning
over the edge of the building at this time. They

are possibly the ones that are seated in the car now.”
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5:47 P.M.{cont"d)

5:50 P.M,

5:53 P.M.

5:56 P.M.

5:58 P.M,

X-158 to 202: "About six of your friends
(MiTitants)north from Court toward your

location.

¢02: “The end of the march is in front of tre
100 North Main Building."®

174 to 202: “"This growp (Militants) is ncrth

on Main from Jefferson.”
200: "The march is moving south at this time."

217: “We are on top cf the Parking Garage at
the 100 North Main Building, and there is no

cne up here.”

202 to 217: "Stay on top of the garage until

this crowd moves on."

200: "The front of the march is east on Beale

from Main."

200: "The front of the march is east on Beale

from Second.*

Ida 2 to 200: "There is a big gap on Beale

Street Second and Main."

200: “The front of the march has stopped on

Beale, east of Second."

303 to 200: "You also have a gap on Main Street

between Madison and Union.”

202 to 200: "Thz end of the march is still at
the 100 North Main Building."
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5:58 P.M.[{cont'd)

6:G1 P.M.

6:10 P.M,

6:11 P.M,

6:13 P.M.

Dispatcher to all cars: *You are to remain

on your posts until a Sigrnal C {s given.®

The front of the march s east on Beale

approaching Third.”

Dispatcher to all Echo Cruisers: Al
Echo Cruisers are to remain under assignments

until the Sigrnal C is given."”

200 to 202: “Are you still in front of the
100 North Main Building?"

202 to 200: “"Check."

200: “"The front of the march is south on

Hernando from Beaje.™

200 to 202: “Have you moved south from the 100
North Main Building yet?"

202 to 200: “Affirmative, we are scuth on Main
at Jeffersen.”

200: “The front of the march is arriving at

the Temple now."“

202: "The rear of the march is at Main and
Madison at this time."

Ida 2 to 200: “They are going into the Temple for

2 meeting.”

200: “They are arriving at the Temple in small

groups. "




6:14 P.M.

6:15 P.M.

6:19 P.M.

6:22 P.M.

65:24 P.M.

6:26 P.M.

6:27 P.m.

6:29 P.M.
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Dispatcher to 601: "(reck Second Street and
advise {f the traffic details can be cleared

there at this time.”

601: “"The details can be cleared. Traffic
looks gocd.”

200: "I reed someone at Fourth and Linden to

cut off the traffic."”

202: “The rear of the March is at Main ard
Gayoso. "

2)2: "The rear of the march is east on Beale."

302 to Motorcycle Officers; "Release the traffic

at Second and Gayoso.®

202: "“The rear of the march is south on

Hernando."”

200: “The end of the march is approaching the
Temple, and they are going inside.®

601: “Returning to airport.”
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TRANSCRIPT OF POLICE
RADIO TRAFFIC

DEMONSTRATION MARCH
Memphis, Tennessee

Thursday - October 30, 1969

MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION
COUMUNICATIONS BUREALU




TRANSMISSIONS TAKEN FROM THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT RADIO

LOGS RELEVANT TO THE DEMONSTRATION MARCH, OCTOSER 30, 1959.

RADIO CALL LEGEND:

100

201

202

Qther 200 Cars
600

601

Ida 2

Ida 4

301

Mr. Jesse Epps

CAR NUMEERS AND OFFICERS:

Chief H. E. Lux

Captain J. F. Molnar

Lt. M. T. York

Lt. D. W. Williams

Special Services Patrol Cars

Captain Glenn Moore {Helicopter)

Warrant Officer Larry Joe Cook (Helicepter)
Detective J. C. Davis

Lieutenant M. S. Mesenti

Lt. Joe Collins (Motorcycle)
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MARCH PARTICIPANT LEADER
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AFSCME - Local
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4:19 P.M,

§:22 P.M.

426 P.M.

4:30 P.M.

4:43 P.M.

4:51 P.M.

4:53 P.M.

£:02 P.M.

5:04 P.M.

5:06 P.M.

&00: “"Afrborre."
Tact Units 13, 15, 17, 15 in szarvice.
Tact 11 and Tact 12 in service,

All Motorcycle Units are to remain on the
F-1 Frequency during the demonstration.

200 to 201: “Meet me at Beale and Hernando.®

200: “They are moving north on the sidewalk
on Hernando. They are walking two abreast
and there are approximately 100 participants.
They are orderly at this time."

3Ct to 200: “There are approximately 180
participants.”

200: “They are going north on Main on the
sidewalks on both the east and west sides of
the strest.”

Dispatchaer to a1l Traffic Details: "You are

to let the traffic flow normally."”

Dispatcher to 301: "You are to handle the

traffic situation and place the men.”

201 to 200: "Do you want Tacts 9 and 10 to
split er stard by?"

200 to 201: “Have them stand by."

200: "The froat of the marchers are north on

Main from Gayoso on both sides of the street on

the sidewalks. They are walking single file and

they are being spaced out.”




5:22 P.M,

5:26 P.M.

200 to 201 and 202: *Pull wp north and stand

by 2round Front and Poplar.®

600 to 200: "Do you know at this time if they
are gofng to kave any speeches at City Hall?*

200 to 600: "1 have checked with the Leaders

and they say they are not going to have any
speaking.”

100 to 200: “"Are they going to vary from what
they are doirg right now?"

200 to 100: °“Not at this time. They are ging
to march wp to City Hall and returmn.”

200: "They will cross over at Main and Adams

and return south.”

Ida 4 to Ida 2: "There is a grouwp of male whites
on the west side of Main, walking north with
2 sign and a Confederate Flag. Will you main-

tain a surweillance on these individuals?"
200: “What was the location of those male whites?"

Dispatcher to 200: *“North on Main from Court.
North from Kress®.™®

200 to 202: “Pull out and pick up this grouwp,
north on Main from Court."

Ida 2 to 202: “They are in front of Tops Discount

Store at this time.*
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5:26 P.M. (cont'd)

5:27 P.M.

5:29 P.N,

5:30 P.M.

5:31 P.M.

5:35 P.M.

5:39 P.M.

5:40 P.M.

202 to Tact 10: "Go to Front and Podlar

and stand by."

Ida 2 to 202: “They are row in front of
F. W. Woalworth's."

200: "I am with this group now. They are on
the east side of the street at the tail end
of the march at Jefferscn.”

200: “They are making their crossover at

Adams, returning south.®
600 to 601: “Check in at the airport.”®

200 to Tacts 9 and 10: *Split up and cruise
individually in the Loop Area at large, using
your regular Call Number.®

201 to 218 and 221: “Meet me at Main and

Adams, routine."

202 to 201: "218 is with me at Main and Adams."

200 to 202: “Catch up with me. 1 am at the tail

end at Court Square with the other growp."

Main and Madison Detail: "Will you send an
asbulance here. We have a person with a bug in

her ear. No trcuble at this location."

600: “Advise the ambulance not to use his siren

going to that location.®

200: "202 is going to remain on foot at the end of

the march with this other group.”
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5:40 P.M. (cont'd)

5:41 P.M.

5:45 P.M.

5:49 P.M.

5:51 P.M.

5:54 P.M.

5:56 P.M.

5:57 P.M.

5:59 P.M.

€:03 P.M.

202 to 218: “We are approaching Monroe at this

tice."

200: *"South on Main from Monrpe.*

201 to 218: “Are you going to stay with 2027
218 to 201: “Affirmative.”

202 to 218: "Meet me at Main and Gayoso.®

200: "Both sides of the march will cross at
Main and McCall, and return north."

Dispatcher to 301: “Have your Units remain on
Main Street.”

202 to 200: “We are now set up in front of the
Home of the Blues at 147 Seuth Main.*

200 to 202: "Can you tell if the crossover has
been completed?”

202 to 200: “Check.®

202 to 218: “We are north on Main at Gayoso."
202: “We are approaching Union.”

200: "The front of the march is north on Main

from Union."

600: "Have a unit check the third floor Parking
Carzze at the 100 North Main ELivdimn."

2

Dispatcher to Car #3: “Crack the third floor
Parking Area of the 100 North Main Suilding."




6:08 P.M.

6:09 P.M,

6:16 P.M.

6:19 P.M.

6:25 P.M.

6:27 P.M.

6:29 P.M.

6:31 P.M

6:35 P.M.

6:37 P.M,

6£:38 P.M.

6:45 P.M,

202 to 200: “"Wa are setting up 2t Main and
West Court.”

200: ™"They are going to cressover at Main and
Jefferscn and return south, This is supposed to
be their last trip, and they will retum south
to the Temple."

202 to 200: "We are south on Main from Court at
this time."

202 to 200: "South from Madison now.®
600: "Signal 10 {Refueling} at the airport.”
202 to 200: °“We are south on Main from McCall.*”

219 to 200: “Mr. Jesse Epps stated that they are
going down to Linden. They are not going down

Beale."
X-219 to 219: "Meet us at Main and McCall.®

202 to 219: “The group is walking west on
McCall with flag. Pick them wp.®

200: “We're now east on Linden from Main.”

Dispatcher to Tact Units 11 through 18: “"Signal

C at Headquarters."

Dispatcher to Echo Units: "Report to Head-

quarters.”

200: :"They.are arriving at the Temple and going

inside for a2 meeting.

Dispatcher to 200 Cars: "Signal C.:
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TRANSCRIPT OF POLICE
RADIO TRAFFIC

DURING

DEMONSTRATION MARCH
Memphis, Tennessee

Saturday - November 1, 1969

MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION
COMMUNICATIONS BUREAL
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TRANSMISSIONS TAKEN FROM THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEFPARTMENT RADID
LOGS RELEVANT TO THE DEMONSTRATION MARCH, NOYEMGER 1, 1969.

RADIO CALL LEGEND: CAR NUMBERS AND OFFICERS:
100 Chief H. E. Lux
200

Captain J. F. Molnar at head of march.

201 Lt. M. T. York at rear of march.
202 Lt. D. W. Willians in march area.
600 Captafn Glenn Moore (Helioopter)
Ida 2 Detective J. C. Davis
Ida 3 Patrolman H. A. Embrey
Ida & Licutenant M. S. Mesenti
174 Warrant Officer C. C. Ellison
George 20 Lieutenant R. T. Tabor

drdirk ok ek Sk drk bk Ak

MARCH PARTICIPANT LEADERS

ikt ik dok ke e ko
Dr. H. Ralph Jackson Local Civil Rights Leader
Mr. Jesse Epps AFSCME - Local
Reverend Ezekiel Bell RAACP President

Mrs. Maxine Smith NAACP Executive Secretary

Reverend Malcoim Blackbyrn AFSOME - Local




10:06 A.N.

10:07 A.M.

10:10 A.M.

10:13 A M.

10:18 A.M.

10:24 A M.

Car 219 advises 200 that small groups are
leaving and getting in cars at this time
carrying signs. Information acknowledged
by 200.

Ida 4 to 1da 2: "We're going to Avalon and
Madison.® (This prearranged to check for
pickets in outlying areas).

200 to 219: “"How many cars?® 219 replies:

“At this time four or five cars."”

Ida 2 to Ida 3: "Would you check Julius
Lewis on Union." Acknowledged by Ida 3.

100 to Ida 2: “Can you keep a surveillance?"
Ida 2 to 100: "I just talked to Dr. H. Ralph
Jackson and he stated they are going to the
Paradise Club, and they would go through the
homes and then come back up for the march."

Ida 2 to Ida 3 and 4: "Pull down to the
Paradise Club."

Ida 2 to 100: “We've got approximately 200
in front of the Paradise Club. They are

now 1ining up to march headed by Dr. H. Ralph
Jackson.

Ida 2: "They are east on beorgia marching
by two's on the sidewalk.”
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10:25 A.M.

10:33 A.M.

10:39 A.NM.

10:40 A.M.

10:44 A.M.

10:50 A.M.

Ida 2: “Trey are row g2irg to cross over

fnto Foote Homes acress the middle of the
Street. We have a white over blye 63
Chevrolet running arcund in Foote Homes with
3 leud speaker stating that they reed support
for the march. 1Ida 2 agatn advises they are

crossing in the middTe of the street.”

200 to Ida 2: “Your location?" Ida 2
replies: "We are on Georgia just east of

Orleans, just past and east of the Paradise
Cluwb,"

200: “"They are going north on the sidewalk
on Orleans from Tate. Have X-200 pick me
p at Tate and Orleans.”

174 in service advises he will meet Ida 2
tn the vicinity of St. Paul and Orleans.

Ida 4 to Ida 2: *The marchers are going south
on Lauderdale from St. Paul."

Ida 3: "The marchers have crossed Lauderdale
north of Georgia. They are crossing through
the Homes and will come out on Mississippi
Boulevard at about the 600 block.®

600 advises ha 1s airborna.

200 to 213: *Stand by at Headquarters for
202 before you leave.®




|
1

Page -3-

10:55 A.M.

10:57 A.M.

10:59 A.M.

11:02 AN,

11:03 A.M.

11:05 AM.

11:06 AM.

171:08 A.M.

1111 AM.

600: “"This growp 1s crossing Danny Thomas
north of Mississipni and does have traffic
blocked at this time."

600: "“They are west through the Housing
Project south of Vance approaching Fourth
Street. At this time about 200."

600: “They are north on Fourth Street
approaching Vance Avenue at this time. They
are on the sidewalk two abreast.®

600: “They are west on VYance on the north
side of the street at this time, Just east
of Fourth Street. They are disregarding the
red Tight."

600: "It appears to be about 250 fnvolved
in the march."

800: "“They are north on Hermando from Yance

approaching Clayborn Temple.®

600 advises this group has arrived at Claybom
Temple and is apparently going inside.

600 to 200: “We are going to sit down at
Riverside and Georgia. Will you advise us when
they start to march?"

200: "They are in the church at this time
having a meeting. Have the Motorcycle Officers
meet ze at this location.® (Linden and Hernando)




11:14 AM,

11:35 AM.

11:41 AN

11:44 AN

11:46 A.M.

11:49 AM.

11:51 AM.

George 20 to 200: “Qa Bzale just east
of Main at the alley there are two male

whites with a large flag.™

200 to 600: “They 2re formirg fn the street

at this ti.e, in front of tha church.”
600 advises ha is airborne.

200: “At this time the plans 2re to @
north on Main in the street, west on Adams
and enter the plaza of City Hall off Adams.
They will circle City Hall on the plaza
coming back onto Main Street and go scuth
on Main, and at that time they will Tet me
know what their future plans are, once they

start south on Main from City Hall."

200: “North on Hermando from Linden.
Estimated at about 450 marchers."™

600: "They are spacing out ten to fifteen

feet between each rank.*

200: "DOr. H. Ralph Jackson states that on the

return march they will either go to the side-

walk and set up pickets, or they will return

north on Main and make a second march."

174 to 200: “Two of these boys that were up
here on the night march with their flag are

at Main and Beale at this tize with a sign and
thair flag."
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11:51 A.M.{cont'd)

11:52 A M.

11:57 A.M,

12:01 P.M.

12:03 P.M.

12:05 P.M.

12:12 P.M.

12:14 P.M.

200 to 201: "Keep up with those boys and

Tet them go In front of the march with their
flag."

200: "They are west on Eeale." (From

Hernando).

600: “This march is spread out. You still
have about a third of them that haven't even
started marching from the Temple, and your
traffic is backing up on Third Street at

this time, and is backed w over a block.®

600: “PTace Motorcycle Officers at Third
and Yance and route the traffic east and west,
and it will alleviate the conjestion at this

time.®™ (301 handled the traffic situation).

202 advises north on Hernando, approximately
450.

200: “They are north on Main from Beale and
the group with the flag is in front of the

march.”

202: “"They are west on Beale from Hernando.”

600: “Northbound traffic on Third can be

released at this time.*

213 to 201: “They are stopping at Main and
Beale, spacing them about fifty feet apart and

four abreast."™
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12:14 P.M. {cont'd)

¥2:17 P.M.

12:20 P.M.

12:23 P.M.

12:25 P.M.

12:27 P.M.

12:31 P.M.

12:32 P.M.

12:33 P.M.

200 to 213: *Get {n behinrd 202 at the end

cf the march and stay in tehind him.®

Ida 3: “There are two male Nagroes walking
east on Gayoso from Main; they have on black
hats; one of them has on 2 green shirt with

a blue plastic coat over his shoulder, got
something under the coat. They saw us
watching them and they tried to get out of
sight as fast as possible. Have a car check
them, they are approaching Second Strest at
this time.* (These two subjects were
checked imediately by Car 415 on Gayose just

east of Second Street).
200: "The marchers are now at Main and Madison.®

600 to 3C1: "Release the southbound traffic

on Second Street.®

200 to Ida 2: ™"Send one of your cars w in
front. (Of the march).® Ida 3 was given this
assignment.

202: "They are north on Main from Beale.”

174 to 200: "Wine has left the march and gotten
into a Chevrolet and is headed south on Second

Street.”
200: "The marchers are approaching Adams.”
Ida 4 to Ida 2: "Wine is at Third and Union.®

200: “Tre marchers are west on Adams.®
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12:34 P.M.

12:37 P.M.

12:40 P.NM.

12:42 P. M.

12:43 P.M.

12:53 P. M.

12:54 2.M.

12:57 P.M.

202: “They are at Main and Union.®

Ida 4 to Ida 2: "We're at Main and North

Court now."

"Can you observe them and let us go to the

back?" Ida 2 advises: “Check.®

202 to 200: "MWe are now at Main and Monroe

and moving very siowly.”

Ida 2 to Ida 4: "Check the other three white

males that have joined the first growp.*

200: "Dr. H. Ralph Jackson and Mr. Jesse Epps
just told me that they are going to go south on
Main in the street from Adams to Beale, and
that they would double back turning north

on both sides of the sidewalk.”

202: “They are now at Main and Jefferson.”

200: "Dr. H. Ralph Jackson has been advised
that on their return march, on the sidewalk,
that they will have to observe the traffic
lights, which he has agreed to; that they
have started to move south on Main with a

male Kegro, named Strickland, at the head.®

301 to the Motorcycle Officers on Front Street
and Second Street: ®Stop the east and the

westbound traffic as before.®

i1da 3: "Wine has joined tke march again in

front of Lowsnsteins. One of the male Negroes
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12:57 P.M. {cont'd)

12:58 P.M.

1:02 P.M,

1:04 P.M.

1:12 P.M.

1:14 P.M.

1:18 P.M.

1:20 P.M.

is holding their Black Power Flag. It 15 red

and black. Marching on the west side -- they
are now rnunaing -- attempting to catch wp with

the white males. Wine is carrying the flag.®

200: "The group with the Black Power Flag
ts staying in the street and abreast of the
male whites."

200: "They are south on Main from Court and

the group with the Black Power Flag is in
the middle of the street leading the march.

200: "The two male Negroes carrying the Black
Power Flag are now walking on the east side of
the street, parallel to the male whites carrying

their flag on the sidewalk.
200: “They are approaching Unicn Avenue.™

200: "The front of the march has stopped at
Main and tnion and Reverend Ezekiel Bell has
stopped a male Negro in a Navy uniform. 1

believe he wants him to join them at the head.®

200: "The male Negro sailor has left the march
and returned to the sidewalk, and we are con-

tinuing south.”
200: “They are at Main and Gayoso."

202: "They are still backed up at Main and Adams.”

200: *"Dr. H. Ralph Jackson now states that they are

going to make their crossover at Main and McCall,
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1:20 P.M. {cont'd)

1:22 P.M.

T:24 P.M.

1:25 P.M.

1:27 P.M.

1:23 P.M.

g0 to the sidewilks, both east and west,

retum rorth to either Main and Adams or
Mafin and Jefferson on the sidewalks. They
will observe the traffic lights while they
are on the sidewalk going back north, and
when they reach North Main Street at

either Jefferson or Adams, they will tum
around and come back south on the sidewalks,

and possibly return to Clayborn Temple.

200: “Theyare now at Main and Mcfall,
half of the group going to the east sidewalk
and half going to the west sidewalk, and

heading north."

202: *They are south on Main from Adams.™

301: “"Motorcycle Officers to keep the east
and westbound traffic cut until the marchers

are on the sidewalks."

200: "The two groups with the flags are stand-
ing on the northwest cormer of Main and

Beale. 201 to observe these groups.®

600 advises he will signal 10 {Refuel) at the
airport.

100 to 200: “"Determine from the leaders that
after they return to the Temple, if they plan
to come back out today."

200: “Dr. H. Ralph Jackson states at this time

that their plans are to return to the Temple
now, and they have no further plans for this

afternoon.”
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1:28 P.M. (cont’d)

1:29 P.M.

1:30 P.M.

1:31 P.M.

200 further advises all Motorcycle Officers
detailed in the Loop Areas that the marchers
on the sidewalk will continue to march; that
Main Street must be kept blocked for the
marchers that are still in the street.”

301: “Motorcycle Officers to let the
east and westbound traffic through as the

end of the march clears Main Street crossings.

100 to 200: "Ask the ieaders a direct question.
Will they march again today?”

Ida 2 to 200: “Mr. Jesse Epps is leading the
marchers on the east side and Reverend Ezekiel
Bell is leading the other group on the west
side."

200 states that he is coming back to contact
Dr. H. Ralph Jackson on this and asks Ida

2 to contact Mr. Jesse Epps on the same watter.

20] states that he is with Dr. H. Ralph Jackson
ard will ask him this question.

Ida 2 advises 200: “Mr. Jesse Epps wants to
meet Dr. H. Ralph Jackson at Main and Madison.”

200 asks 201: "Who is with Dr. Jackson, to convey
this message to Dr. Jackson?®™ He further states

that Dr. Jackson saysv at this time they have no
further plans for any more marches today, but doesn't
know 1f any of the other groups will change their
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1:31 P.N,

1:34 P.M,

1:35 P.M.

1:37 P.M.

1:38 P.M.

{cont'd)

minds when they get back. 200 azain asked
that Dr. Jackson be rotified that Mr. Epps
and Reverend Bell want to discuss this matter

with him at Main and Magdison.

Ida 2 advises 100 and 200: “Mr. Jesse Epps
states the march will go north on Main to
Adams on the sidewalk, where they will
return to the street and ag@in march scuth

on Main in the street.”

200 asks 201 if he has gotten an answer from
Dr. Jackson. 201 replies that Reverend
Jackson is on the way to Main and Madison in
the Cadillac. This information is relayed to
Ida 2.

Ida 4 to 200: TAt Main and Madison the groups
on the sidewalks are not observing the traffic

lights."

200 advises that he is talking to Dr. Jackson
and Mr. Epps now.

202: "The last of the southbound marchers are
at Main and McCall.=

200: "Mrs. Maxine Smith, Dr. H. Ralph Jackson
and Mr. Jesse Epps state that they will tum
around at Main and Adams and come back south

in the street.

200 further advises all Motorcycle Officers detailed
to 233in cut the traffic off Main Street; that Dr.
]
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1:33 P.M. {cont'd)

1:40 P .M,

1:43 P.M.

H. Ralph Jackson has made the statement to

him {200) that the reasoa they are going
back to the street is he thirks {1t is better
to get 2all of the kids off of the street as
soon as possible, and they can do this
faster by going back down the streets,
rather than the sidewalks.

200: "Rewerend Jackson stated the reascn he
wanted them in the street was they could
get them out of the area quicker, and he

wanted the kids away from the windows."™

202 advises 200 that the kids are knotting wp
in bunches of fifteen to twenty-five at the
back end, as he has observed up and down the

march.

200 acknowledges and says that they are now
at M2in and North Court, and will make their
turm around at Main and Adams and be in the

street.

201 advises 200 that he has a group of twenty-five
bunched up at Main and Union.

200 advises that both sides of the sidewalks
are completely blocked as far 2s he can see
at Main and North Court, except for the @p
between marchers on the sidewalks.

200: "The marchers are leaving the sidew2lks and
returning south in the street on Main just south

of Adams."
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1:44 P.M. 200: "South on Main from Jefferson in the

Street.”

1:45 P.M, 200: “"The sidewalk marchers still going north

have as ruch as a two block gip on the sidewalk

betwegn trem.™

1:47 P.M, 200 advises the Motorcycle Officers that the
black vinyl over maroon Cadillac will be in
the street at the front of the march; the red
and black Chevrolet will be in the street at
the rear of the march.

1:43 P.M. 202 to 200: “We are at Main and Adars, and
someone has instructed the Invaders with the

Black Power Flag to stay with the white boys."

1:50 P.M. 202 advises south on Main at Jefferson.
1:5]1 P.}» 200 advises they are at Main and Madison.
1:52 P.M. 200: “Dr. H. Ralph Jackson states that they

will go east on Beale from Main."®

1:53 P.M. 200 advises Motorcycle Officers to release east
and west traffic on Main Street, as the inter-

sections are cleared by the marchers.

1:57 P.M. 200 advises that they are at Mzin and Unicn, and
2]l the marchers are in the street, moving a little

faster at this time and are closely grouped.

202 advises they are at Main and Court Square.
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1:58 P.M.

1:59 P.M,

2:01 P.M.

2:03 P.M.

2:05 P .M.

2:06 P.M.

2:07 P.M.

600 advises ke is airborne.
200 advises they are at Main and Gayoso.
202 states he is still at Main and Court Square.

200: "Mr. Jesse Epps has just re-stated that
they will not have any more marches teday, once

they reach the Temple.*
202 advises they are at Main ard Madison.

Ida 2 to 200: “They are getting a gap in the
march at Main and McCall.™

200: fThey are east on Beale from Main.

600 instructs Motorcycle Officers to cut traffic

at Second and Gayoso.

200 advises that he has just contacted Dr.

H. Ralph Jackson as to their plans for Monday,
November 3rd, and he states at this time their
plans are to Teave the Temple at 11:00 A.M. in
a march, Noverber 3rd, 19683, going through

the housing Projects similar to what they did
eariier today. They will then have a reguiar
march Monday from 10:00 A.M. to 10:00 F.M.,
sidewalk to the street, similar to today. They
were made aware of the peak traffic hours from
4:00 P.M. to 6:30 P.M. They were also asked
if they would notify us ahead of time of any
other plans for Monday. Dr. Jackson and Reverend

Malcolm Blackburn both said they would notify us.
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2:07 P.M., {contd)

2:08 P.M.

2:10 P.M.

2:11 P.M.

2:12 P.M.

2:13 P.M.

200 was asked to clarify the héurs of their

cemonstration, and he repeated that both Dr.
Jackson and the Reverend Blackbum stated the
march and demonstration was supposed to

last on Monday, November 3, 1569 from 10:00
AM to 10:00 P.M., but then they stated that
they were going to leave with a grow at
11:00 A.M. from Clayborn Temple going to the
Hores, Projscts, and Walker Homes area, as

they did this moming.

600: "Motorcycle Officers to cut east and
west traffic at Third and Yance.®

200: "Approaching Third on Beale."
202 advises they are at Main and Gayoso.

Ida 4 advises there are seven male Negroes walking

north on Main from McCail.
201 and 202 instructed to observe this group.

200: *"They have stopped at Beale and Hermando
waiting for the marchers to catch up.

200: "South on Hernando from Bezale.®

202 advises that the main body of marchers are
now east on Beale from Main, and he will remain

@t that location.

600: “Motorcycle Officers to release traffic on
Main Street."”

202 advises they are at Second and Beale.
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2:13 P.M.{cont'd)

2:15 P.M.

2:15 P.M.

2:19 P.M.

2:20 PN,

€00: “Raleasa traffic sCuth ¢n Second at
this tire.

80J: "Release traffic on Third Street.™

200: “They are arriving at the Temple at this

time, growing on the outside and some going

in."

202: “They are at Beale and Hermando.*

200: “Most of the group 2re going inside the
Temple, apparently for a reetfng.”

600: "Raturming to the airport.*

200: "The end of the march is arriving at the
Temple.”




