IN THE CRIMINAL COURTS OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE
DIVISION III

STATE OF TENNESSEE , I
¥S. ) 1 No, 16645
JAMES EARL RAY i

ORDER

This cause came on to be heard this fourteenth day
of February, 1969, on the motion of James Earl Ray, Defendant,
for the Court to designate Court Reporters and to enter an Or-
der that will provide for the payment of their fees by the
State of Tennessee.

Upon due and careful consideration of the written
Motion, applicable law,.an& the entire record in this cause,
the Court finds as follows:

On December 18, 1968, upon statement of Counsel for
the defense and testimony of the Defendant, the Court found
the Defendant to be indigent; AND

Thereupon the Court advised that in such case the
Clerk of the Criminal Court in his capacity as official Court
Reporter would be available along with his deputies as auxil-
iary reporters to record the proceedings and provide a verba-
tim transcript--free of charge--to the Defendant if needed for
appeal purposes.

The Court having appointed James A. Blackwell, Clerk
of the Criminal Court of Skelby County, as official Court Re-
porter and his deputies as auxiliary reporters, finds no au-
thority nor any cause to appoint another reporter or reporters;
and the Court further finds the aforesaid reporting procedure
to be fully adequate to properly record and preserve the pro-

ceedings in this cause pursuant to lav. -




ale
ilowever, after the Court's ruling as heretofore set
out ard upon the Court's inquiry as to the status of Miss Mar-
test Otwell, Court Reporter, who has been present at this and
prior hearings serving as privately retained Court Reporter for
the Defendant, James Earl Ray, Counsel for the defense,
Mr. Percy Foreman, stated to the Court that Miss Otwell would
be designated by the Defendant, James Earl Ray, and his Counsel
to take the testimony and that her fees-would be paid by the
defense.

WHEREUPON, the Court accepts the designation of
Miss Otwell as the Defendant's privately retained Court Reporter
pursuant to Section 40-2035 Tennessee Code Annotated.

IT IS5 THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that
the Motion of the Defendant is denied as to the appointment of
additional reporters at the State's expense, and Miss Martest
Otwell is hereby acknowledged by the Court as the Reporter re-
tained by the defense with all the rights, privileges and re-
sponsibilities attendant thereto.

The Defendant’s exception to the Court's deanial of

the Motion to appoint additional reporters at State expense is

duly noted.

-

ENTER this the day of February, 1969.




