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ROBERT HOATH LA FOLLETTE
ATTORNEY AT LAW
41X BUNEMIRE B BUBIMERS MOME S4X §i1E
ALBUQUIRGUE. NEW MEUCO $7106

3300 Wlvay Drive, §.E,
Octobar 18, 1948

¥r, Fhil M. Canala,

dttorvey Ganeral,

Shelby County Cffice Building,
Merphls, Tarmassee,

Re1 Xing's Murder.
Dear Mr, Canale:

I bave scme informatfon which I want to fumish
you, in kopes that it might aid you in getling a possible confess—
ien cut of Bay. It is regarding an incident on the moraing Dr,
Kin= was expectsd to return to Merrhis to lead the secand Fmarcht®,
It vas the moming of Aoril 2nd, three days afte- Pay bought the
mm in Birmingham

I bad spant & few daws in Earle Arkansas, nv vife's hame tom,
thirty miles south of Momphis, :

On the moming Dr. King was supposed to retum to Memphis, I
got uwp early, and went down to the principel cafe in Farle for
breakxfast, leaving my wife to slsep,

is I opened the cafe docry, I hesard an axcitad, Buzzing conver-
sation between eight or tem men seatad together at a table, With
these eight or ten youmg men dressed in rough, nondescript clothas,
was one older man, dressad In = dark sult and wvearing a wide-
brimmad Flanter!s hat, Treoy alY appeared to defer to him, &= work-
ren would to & employer,

One of these men was louder then the olbers, and definitely
had had & fev drinks-——at 6130 in the worningl I distinetly hegrd
bim tell the others ¥Ea deserves to dle,* vhich rads ma wmnder,

I ordered ry breakfast and was eating wvhen the big man, "Patterson®
left them end went cut of the restaurant,

Scon aftervard, a wmitress called cut *Long distance call
for ¥r, Patiarsca® The drinking man said "Mr, Pattarson has st

spped
out & miruts, hcld the cail,* Som the man in the bla&,l_‘:la.nter's hat

able to positivaly identify him, but believe it vas Bxy,

It might be worth your affort, to get & blsek rlanter®s kat and
show it to Eay, snd using ths name 'Patta:rscn', letting him know you
learred it from cre of the "boys ™

that m&‘q:toh’&n;hisﬁthm,
you fust mlight get a canfezsicn,
The fellows with him looked like filling-station attendants,
farmers or rural depcties, \
With best wishes for you diffjcult case, I am .
;ini?lu;v:s, Al J_/ ol
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