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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date Juse 20, 1968

'¥ALTERX LEON SPAIN. #3 Glen Iris Parkvay, Biraingham,
Alsbana, furnished the following:

In the Spring of 1967, SPAIN's son, WALTER E, SPAIN,
gave Mr, SPAIN a .38 caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver,
shich his son had purchased in late 1966 or early 1967 from
a gun dealer near Atlants, Georgia. His son owed Mr. SPAIN
sone money and the gun was & partial payment of this debt.

in the Fall of 1967, after having been kospitalized
in August, 1967, at Huntsville, Alabama, for 2n iliress and
being in need of woney to pay bilis, ¥r., SPAIN sold many
personal items by means of placicg want ads for these litens
jn tte "Birminghem Newss." Among the items sold was the .38
caliber Liberty saucb-pose revolver. ¥r. SPAIN recalled he
placed an ad for this gun in a Sunday paper, and that sane
Sunday he received a call from a man who asked about the gun,
the price, and the directions to get to SPAIN's residence.
The caller said he was in the western section of Birmirpghan,
About an kour after this call, &nd while SPAIN's wife and
daughter were at churck, a man came to tke front door and
sajd he had called about the gun. He locked at tke gun,
stated he had been locking for a gun of the same type, and
when told 2gain tkat the price was $65.00, he gave SPAIN
two twenty dollar bills, two ten dollar bills, and a five
dollar bill, after saying he would take it. SPAIN did not
give the man a receipt for the moaey, nor did he record his
pame or see any ideantification of the man, and he did not
obtain any information as to his rpame. The man left carrying -
the gun in his hand, SPAIN furnished neither ammunition mor

any papers for the gun.

When the wan first arrived, SPAIN observed ke had
parked his- car, described by SPAIN conly as a late model,
white or light-colored, on the street in front of SPAIN's
house, a distance of about 150 feet. SPAIN did not pay
any furtker attention to the car. SPAIN did recall the
buyer saying he lived in the western section of Birmingham,
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The Ebuyer said 2e wanted tke gun to keep around kis house.
Mr. SPAIN described the buyer as a white male, sbout forty
to forty-five years of age, 5'8™ or 5'9" tall, 170 to 175
pounds, dark rair slightly graying at the temples, with a
local {(Alabama) sccent. The man was wearing a sport shirt
and slacks, colors unrecalled, and he did nct have glasses.

Mr. SPAIN was sbown five different photographs
of JAVES EARL RAY, and he clkose ore which had been taken in
California during January or February, 1968, as "resenblipg
the man™ who bought the revolver; however, Mr. SPAIN would
not make a definite identification of the Photograph of RAY
as the buyer,

Mr. SPAIN recalled he was coatacted by FBI Agents
cn April 7, 1968, and shown an artist's conception of an
individual tke FBI was attempting to locate. At that time,
he advised Agents the drawving reminded him of scmeone he may
have Seen previously, but was unable to furnish any other
identifying information. After viewing the photographs of
JAMES EAR], RAY and being questioned about the sale of the
revclver, SPAIN said he was now able to connect the sale
of the revolver with the drawing in that the person depicted
in the drawing reminded SPAIN of the person to whom he had
s£0ld the revolver. -




