AFFIDAVIT OF DR. J. T. ERANCISCO

Now comes the affiant, after £irst being duly sworm

and says as follows:

That he is Dr. J. T. Francisco ond resides and is

domiciled at 1156 Yorkshire, Memphis, Shelby County, Tennassee,-

United States of America; that he is employed by the University

of Tenﬁessee as a pathologist and by Shelby County, Tennessee,

as Medical Examiner for.Shelby County, Tennessee; that he is a .
duly licensed and practicing physiciaﬁ of the sfate of Tennes-

see and holds a Doctor of Medicine Degree from the University

of Tennessee and has practiced medicine for thirteen yeérs and

has served as medical exaniner for Shelby County, Tennessee; for

seven years. 7That as part of his duties as medical exaniner,

* he examines all violent, unusual, or unnatural deaths that oc-
cur within the County of Shelby, State of Teanessee, for pur-

poses of discovering the cause of death and rTecommending autonsies

_upon such deaths investigated if he deems it necessary. During
his seven years as medical exaniner, affiant has examined ap-
proximately nine thousand bodies and perforzed approximately

three thousand autopsiés. Affiant is further certified by
the American Board of Pathology in Anatomic, Clinical and

' Forensic Pathology. That affiant is foremsic pathologf con-
sultant to the Chief MediCal Exasiner of the State of Tennessee.

That on April 4, 1968, acting pursuant to his duties as medi-

cal exaniner of Shelby County, Tennessee, and undert order
fron the District Attoraey Ceneral for the Fifteenth Judicial

Circuit consisting of Shelby County, Tennessee, said District

Attorney General being Phil M. Canale, Jr., and with the con-

sent of Corretta Scott King, the widow of Dr. Martin Luther King,

Jr., affiant perforzed an autepsy oa the body of Dr. Martin.

Luther Xing, JT-, starting at approximately 2140 hours at thd

norguc of the University of Tenacssec and John Gaston Hospit:zl,
jocated in the Institute of Pathology at the University of Ten-
*nessce, 858 Madison Avenue, Memphis, Shelby County, Teanesscc.

oy

>




-2-

- a bullet
That during the exanination and autopsy, affiant reaoved/froa

beneath the skin in the region of the left scapula 56 inches
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- - --superior to the right heel and 3 1nches to the left of the

——gidTiné of the spine, this being the terv.ination point cf a
bullet that entered the right chin, passing through the chin
"and neck. That after’ remOV1ng the bullet, affiant physiczlly
narked the bullet by scratching the Autopsy No. 252 on the
base thereof, and placed the same in plastic and enclosed the
same in a Manila envelope, marking thereon and gave the same
info the custody and gathering a written recéipt from Lt. J. D.
Hamby of the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department. In ;ccord-

ance with the laws of tﬁe State of Tennessee, affiant did re-

duce the findings from the autopsy he performed upon the bedy
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., to writing iq_the form of an
_autopsy = report bearing Case No. A68-252, did sign same under
date of April 11, 1968, and filed said autopsy report with the
Shelby County Medical Examiner, District Attorney General of.—
the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit coﬁprised by Shelby County,

Tennessee, and with Chief Medical Exaniner for the State of

Tennessee. Affiant has examined a copy of the aforesaid
autopsy report,‘which js attached and marked exhibit hereto,
a certified and authenticated copy of which appears, is at-
tached aﬁd is made by reference a part of the Governor's ap-
plication éor requisition, and certifies that it truely and ac-
curately represents his findings in the autopsy of the body of
" Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and further certifies that it is
a true and correct copy of the autopsy report filed with the
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner .for the State of Tennessea,
 Cordell Hull Office Building, Division of Post Mortea Examina-
tion, Office of Chief Medical Examiner, Nashville, Tennessec.
That affiant has examined Certificate of Death, Tenncssee De-
partmen£ of Public Hezlth, Division of Vital Statistics, bearing

File No. 2066, being 2 copy of the Certificate of Death on
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Dr. ¥artin Luther King, Jr., same being sttached and marked

exhibit hereto, a certifird and autheutiéated copy of which

appears, is attached and is made'by reference a part of the

Goverror's application for requisition, and does certify that

it represeats a true and correct copy of the original Certifi-

cate of Death on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., signed by af-
fiant on April 5, 1968, giving the cause of death as gunshot
wound to the thoracic cord. Affiant has exaained survey re-
rorﬁ_and plat, identified to affiant as being a drawing of
the crime scene, said doéument bearing the notation in the

" Jower right hand corner, Prepared by Arthur C. Holbrook,
Memphis, Tennessee, April 23, 1968, Tenn. Cert. No. 5173,
copy of said drawing being attached and made exhibit hereto,
2 certified and authenticated copy of which appears, is at--
tached and is rade by reference a part of the Governor's ap-
plication for requisition, and affimms that the fr:jectory of
a.bﬁllet traveliﬁg along the path  as indicated in said draw-
ing would be consiétent with the entry of the bullet and sub-
'seqﬁent course through the body of Dr. Martin Luther ﬁing, Jr.
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Further affiant sayeth not,

P

¥ -/“.— FRANCISCO, 1190 Yorx-
} ‘lenphis, Shelby County,

éssec, United States of
Tica.
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i STATE OF TINNESSEG

- COUNTY OF SIELBY

affidavit of three pages is true and correct to the best of

his/foex knowledge, information, and belief, I hereby certify

§i0f§1 nl acts, a£ such are ent;tled to fu faith-and_cre&it. ;

r-’ - ,f.'?_-:_‘:'.- WI_TI\-::SS my_' hand,-_'_th:. /ﬁ?;ay "-‘ Juie, 1953.

e g e
STATE OF TENNESSZE TR
COU’\""Y OF SHELBY - - A

- :..:_‘ Before me J. A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal .
.. Courts of Sheldy County, Tennessee, being - an cfficer cons ..1.uted :
to take oaths, appeared DR. J. T. FRANCISCO , to me Xaowa |

~ personally and after being duly sworn, stated that the foregoiag '
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_ :_; that this document is the xanipiaaix a txju.e:_':_:opy ‘of the original_-'! :
“Gaffidavit of _DR-J. T FRANCISCO .- T L
‘:\\ ' T+ IN TESTIMONY WIIEREOF I have hereunto set ny hand and . '.
..:‘ £ L-': Zaffixed the seal of_s.am_cwce, in the : :
-:T‘i- - ‘f-' S C:./ £ Femphls, th;s. (/7 il day of June, 1968.. '
="} STATE 0OF ":MIESSEE = z ) _f sk :;‘. .,‘ﬁ.‘;
,‘_._- COUNTY OF SHELBY _ .- SIS % e
o I, Perry H. Sellers, sole and presiding Judge of the - i _""
t_ Crmm.al Court of said County Dnr:.slon I, certify that J. A. -%":: ".?:
E'. Blackwell, whose true and genuine signature appears above to E
- the foregoing certificate, is now', and was at the time of siga- . ﬁ
5 ing the s-ame, Clevk of said Court, and that said Court is a i _.“1:
- Court of Record +that his attestation is in due form, and his Rt
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I, J. A, Blackwell, Clen: of the Criminal Courts oI AT
: - - v E—‘ s
said County, cernfy that Honorable Perry H. Sellers, whose IO
’ . . 1F- T .
. genuine official signature appears to the above and hereto an~ -i-" .-
- - - - i' . -. -
nexed Certificate, is znd was at the time of signing the same, ;. - .
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sole and prcsidirw Judze of the Criminal Court Division I, in L 3
ioo:
and for the County ‘and. S..ato aforasa:.d duly commxss:oﬁcd anéd L
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qualified, and that all his official acts, as such, are entitlcd

to- full faith and credit.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and

affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in
the City of Memphis this y/ :\"day of June,

195/3. o
| /) i e o frn st CLERK
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