BOMICIDE BUREAU
CRIMINAL IKVESTIGATION DIVISION
MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT
MEMFHIS , TENNESSES

September 25, 1943

Mr. W. P. Buston, Chief ge: The Return of James Earl Ray's 1966
Criminal Investigation Division Mustang from Atlanta to Memphis.
Building September 24, 1968

Dear Sir:

During the afternoon ¢f Friday, Septebmer 20, 1968, this writer reaived instructions
from Chief W. P. Buston to furnish two men from the Homicide Eureau to fly to Atlanta,
Georgla on Monday, September 23, 1968, and pickup the white 1966 Mustang, belonging
to James Earl Ray, and drive the car from the FBEI Office in Stlanta back to Memphis.

Chief Buston was advised that this writer, along with Det. G. S. willis, would make
the trip, and he advised that ve would be paged by FBI sgents on our arrival at the
airpert in Atlanta, and the ageats would furnish transportation.

Capt. S. L. Cole made raservations for this writer, acd Det. G. S. Willis on Eastern
Airlines, flight number 398, leaving Memphis at 7:00 AM, Ceatral Standard Time,
September 23, 1968, aad arriving in Atlanta, Georgia at 9:00 AM Eastern Standard
Time, September 23, 1368.

At 4:45 PM, Friday, September 20, 1968 pet. G. S. Willis, was advanced $150.00 by
Insp. N. E. Zachary to pay for the expenses incurred on this trip. FEe alzo received
Memphis Police Dapartment Esso Credit Card, number 379-114-358-3, to be used for
gasoline, or other expenses, due to possible automative failure on the Mustang during
the return trip. At &:553 PM, Det. Wwillis vent to A & I Travel Service, in the Sterick
guilding, where he picked up two plane tickets to Atlanta, and paid them $52.00 cash
for the tickets.

Cn Saturday, September 21, 1968 at the request of this writer, Capt. K. L. Williams
contacted Capt. McKirney of the Vice and Karcotics Bureau, and borroved a 1968 Texas
license plate, number FGH 315, toc use on the Mustang on the =urn trip for secutity
reascns.

Ou Monday, Septembes 23, 1242 ot 6:00 AM, this writer, and Det. Willis were picked up
at home by Homlecide Lieutenant, G. King, and L. A. McERee and transporied iov ins
Metro Airport, where the writer and Det. Willis departed on Eastern Afirlioes flight
aumber 398, at 7:00 AM, CST, and landed 2zt the Atlanta airport at 9:00 AM EST.

on arrival at the Atlanta Alrport, Capt. Cochran and pDet. Willis were paged over the
loud speaker system, and instructed to go to the Eastern Airlines booth. At the
booth they were met by Atlanta FBI agent, Richard Bamilton, who deove them to the
FBI OFfices on Peachtree Street.

On arrival at the FBI Offices they were introduced to Mr. Hitt, who is a Special

Agent in charge of the Atlanta Qffice, Mr. Charles Haynes, the Supervisor in charge

of Secutity, and ageat James Joseph Dolan, who was the ageat who recovered the Mustang
after it was abaadcoed by James Earl Ray in Atlanta.

This vriter, along with Det. Willis was tkea escorted to the basiment garage of the
FBI, where agent Bamiltor. showed us the car, and we observed it to be a 1965 white,
2-door, Mustang, which was covered with fingerprint powder, had no license tags en
the car, and bore serial oumber §107C190647. The two rear tires, as well as the
left front tire were white sidewalls, however the right frcot tire was a blackwalled
tire. All of these tires appeared to be in good coodition, with good treads. We
roticed that the rear bumper, and gravel shield were damaged, and it q:pu.ragitgit
someone had backed it into a pole, or some fixed object. The froat gravelffr ®3énted
at thke bottom, The left rear fender had a slight crease, or dent, located approximately
ten inches forwarded from the taillight. The right rear fender had a place at the top
where the paipt had been scraped partially off. This was approximately a six iwch
scrape mark. The ilaterior appeared to be fairly clean, and ir good conditicn, except
for two small torn places in the headliner on the passenger's side. The interisr of

the car was all red, includiag carpets, bucket seats head dashbozrd. Tke
hift was oo the floorbeard. It

car was wouiped with Bydramatic drive, and the gear s
was also eguiped with a radie.
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F. 3 Return of James Earl Ray's $966 Mustang from Atlanta te Mesphis, 9-24-68.

The return vias uneventful, and thers vas ro car trouble at all. Tha caly stops made
were at sarietta, Georgla, vhers we bought 14 galloas of gas, for $5.39, which vas
tharged to the Memphis Police Departmest Isso Credit Card, ve stepped in Chattancogs,
Teanessse, vhere we ate at the Chow Time Resturans, and in Savannah, Tenm ssea vhere
ve bought 10 gallens of gas, vhich we also charged to the Memphis Police Department
Esso Credit Card, in thte zroumt of $3.50.

We arrived at the Fire Department Maintaloance Garage on Adams Street, Zast of Danny
Thomas at 9:35 PM, CST, and contacted Chief Barmett of the Fire Departoment, and caze
to the garage and cpered the door. Capt. R. B. Williams of the Homicide Bureau vas
also contacted, aad he sent Lt. J. L. Barrisos to the garage with the camera. After
removing the Texas license, the car was photographed from all four sides, by Lt.
Barrison, and the ignition key was left in the igniticn, and the cir vas locked op
io tke Maintajcance Shep by Chief Barnett.

The mileage on the car at the time we placed it in the Fire Depirtmeat hajintainance
Shop, was 39533.%, irndicating that wve drove a toteal of 433 wiles froo the F3I Gawmge
in Atlants, Georgh to Memphis Tenre ssee.

On Wednesday, Septecber 25, 1968 at 11:15 AM, CST, the writer contacted Chief
Eardilton cf the Fire Departoent, and he sated that he intended to leave the Mustang
in the Maintainance Shop on Adams, that it will be covered with a tarpaslin, and
no cne would be allowed to see this Mustang under any circumstances, unless he
received a call from either Chief Puston, or this writer, authoriting same.

The Texas licenss plate was returced to Captain Weakley of the Vice Squad.

The extra ignition key, 2long with the trunk key, will be placed in an envelope and
placed in the file of James Earl Ray, which is locaed in Chief Buston's cffice.

The total expenses, incurred on this trip are as follows:

$52.00 Two Plane Tickets, Easteru Airlines

23.16 Motel, Atlanta Cabana

20,00 Food

£95.16 Cash
There was a total of $8.8%91in gas, and oil, charged to the Memphis Police Department
Esso Card, number 379-114-358-3, and the police Department wvill Teceive a bill for
this at a later date.

out of the $150.00 advanced by Insp. Bachary for the trip, this writer will return
$54.84 cash to Chief W. P. Huston.

The Credit Card was returned to Chief W. P. Euston by Det. G. §. Willis.

Another letter will be written detafling the expenses iacurred on this trip, for the
benafit of the Finance Office, as well as Czpt. 5. L. Cole of the Fugitive Squad.

4 =307 of thie writing will be forwarded to the office of the Attorney Ceneral, aad
all other coples will be yiaced in the Jazss Exrl pay file, and locked in Chief
Zuston's office.

Respectfully submitted,

K. A. l.’:océan, Captain

HOMICIDE CGFFTICE
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P. 2 Return of James Esrl Ray's 1966 Mustang froe Atlasts to Meephis, 3-24-68.

We vere introduced to the FBI Mechanic, Dwayne Prestea, who advised us that when the
car wvas found, it vas toved to the F3I gerage by a vrecker, wvkere it vas processed
by FBI Agents, and then Presten unhooked the battery cables, so the battery would
not run down, and there vere no keys in the car whea {t was found. Fs further
advised after processing the car, the agents kad removed the licease plate, spare
tire, and 211 cbjects from the trunk, with the excertion of two small ceramic book
ends ,and sent all thesa items to the FBI Laboratory in Washington, for further
Frocessing. The car was then covered up and left in the security section of the
basement. The book ends are still in tha trunk, but have been processed. Agent
Haxilton 2dvised us to leave the book ends {n the truck of the car, a5 they tad
been processed, and found nothing oa theno,

This vriter requested help from Agent Hamilton in locating a locksmith to make a
key for the ignition, as well as the trunk. Agent Bamilton explained that Agent
Jolnson who works in recovering stolen cars, had a key that wocld fit the trunk,
we would have a key made from that. Mr. Presten, the mechaniec, then removed tha
lock from the door on the passenger's side, and Agent Bamilton drove us to a
locksaith asmed Escridge, who made us two keys to fit the lock, and also made a
copy ¢f the key to fit the trunk. Although, Mr. Escric'ge had quoted a price of
$9.59, on the phone, he would not accept any payment fcr the job after he finished,

After obtaining the keys, Agent Hamilton, Det. Willis, and t}is writer bad lunch
and then returrned to the garaze, where we started the car, ard found it to be ic
good condition, as far as the motor was concerred. The brake) and lights appeared
to be ia good condition. Mr, Presten replaced tke lock on ths door.

We then advised Agent Hamilton that we had boought a Texas licease plate tc put .

on the car for security reasons, as one of the Memphis papers had raz a story abou:
bringing the car back from Atlanta. Agent Eamiltoa stated that an Atlanta paper bad

2 story in it on Saturday mcraing, September 21, 1968, stating that Mexphis Officers,
had already pcked up the car, and were drivieg it to Mewphis. .
This writer requested permission from Agent Bamilton to leave the car in the FB] .
garage overnight, wntil we were ready to lzave Atlanta on Tuesday, September 2%, 1968,
and he agreed to this. .

Agent Hamilton then drove us to the district where the hipples bang out, and showed
up a two-story frams house, where he said James Earl Rey had a room, vhile he was
in Atlanta. We did ot get out of the car at that location, but observed it from
the street.

We were then driven by Agent Hamilton to the Atlanta Cabana Motel, at 870 Peachtree
Street, N, E., vhere he had previously wade reservations for us at our request.
Agent Eamiiton left us at the motel and advised us to contact him when we were
ready to pick up the car, and he would provide tramsportation for us.

We checked into room 334 at the motsl, at 2:00 PM, EST, and this wiiter placed a
long distance phone call, collect, to Chief W. P. Buston in Memphis, however the
Chief was not in, and the writer talked with Insp. G. A. Lawo, and brought kim up
to date on our trip, md received instructions to call Chief Huston, vhen we were
ready to leave Atlanta. This call was made from room 334, and the phone number
was Trinity 5-55I1.

On Tuesday, September 24, 1968 at 8:30 AM, EST, Agent Hamilton called the motel, and
advised that he would be ocut of his office, until 10:30 AM, and that if we would call
at that time, he would pick us up, and take us to the garage to pick up the car. At
10:30 AM, we countacted the FBI Agent Hawilton at the FBI Office, phone mumber 521-3900,
and he picked us up and took us to the FRI garage, where we placed the Texas lfcense
plate on the car, signed a receipt for the car, from Agents Hamilton and Dolan, and
received a copy of the receipt. We then returned to the Cabana Motel, and placed a
long distacce collect call to Chief W. P. Buston, in Memphis, at 11:50 AM EST, and
advised him that we were leaving Atlanta, and returning to Memphis by way of
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and then taking Highway 64 into Memphis. He instructed the
writer to take the car teo the Fire Department Maintainance oa Adams Street, and
coatact Fire Chief Barpett.

We then checked out of the Atlanta Cabana Motel, ecroute to Chatancoga and Memphis
in the 1966 Mustang. When we left the FBI garage, the mileage indicator on the
Mustang showed that the mileage was 339100.9.

After getting on the highway we found that the Mustang shimmied quite a bit, at
any speed other than 50 to 55 ciles an hour, and it was necessary to drive all the
way at that speed,




